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Sponsored  by  the  Southern  Miss 
Alumni  Association 

Friday,   October    I  8  •   2   Flights 
8:00   A.M.    &     I  2:30    P.M. 


Supporting  Sponsors  To  Date 

Mike  Anderson's  Seafood 

Oak  Grove  Package  Store 

O'Charlev's 

Outback  Steakhouse 

Owen's  Business  Machines 

Parris  Jewelers 

Petry  Novelty 

Purple  Parrot  Cafe 

Red  Lobster 

Sakura  Japanese  Restaurant 

Servpro 

Shelter  Insurance  -  Mitch  Brent 

Shelter  Insurance  -  Joe  Bryant/Greg  Robbins 

Urological  Associates  of  South  Miss. 

State  Farm  Insurance 

Strick's  Bar-B-Q 

Sue  Gallaspy  Realty 

Tom's 

Trustmark 

TSI 

Union  Planters 

University  Dining 

USM  Bookstore 


4-Person  Scramble 

'  The  tournament  this  year  will  feature  prize  awards  for  ''low  gross"  (top  three  teams)  and 
"low  net"  (top  eight  places  determined  by  handicap). 

Cost  is  $125  per  Player 

Cost  includes  Golf  Range  Balls,  Lunch,  Golf  Gift,  Drinks  and  Prizes 

Don't   Wait!    Get   Your   Team    in    Today!    Spaces   are    Limitei 


COMPLETE   AND    RETURN    THIS    FORM    TO: 

USM  Alumni  Association  •  P.O.  Box  5013  •  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-5013 


Team   Contact: 
E-Mail: 


Phone: 
Fax: 


We  must  have  Player's  address  to  determine  Paid  Alumni  Discount  Status. 

Team  Members:         Address  Pmone  HCP/Avg 


I  prefer  the  following  tee-time:  _ 

No.  of  Players  x  $  125  =  $ 

□  Cash 

Credit  Card  No. 


_8:00 12:30 No  preference 

Payment  Method:  □  Check  □  Cash  □  Credit  (MC  or  Visa) 

Exp.  Date: 


Make  Checks  Payable  to  USM  Alumni  Association 
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Southern  Miss  is  a  proud 
member  of  Conference  USA. 


Make  a  Permanent  Connection 

Forge  a  lifelong  link  to  your  alma  mater  by  becoming  a  Life 
Member  of  the  Alumni  Association.  In  addition  to  assuring  your 
connection  with  the  University,  a  Lite  Membership  qualifies  your 
USM-bound  children  for  an  out-of-state  tuition  waiver  (subject 
to  University  guidelines),  entides  you  to  a  Life  Membership 
plaque,  and  helps  fiind  programs  that  benefit  the  University  and 
the  Southern  Miss  community. 

"i  cannot  put  into  words  every- 
thing that  southern  miss  has 
meant  to  me.  to  this  day,  my 
involvement  with  usm  continues, 
whether  on  a  saturday  afternoon 
in  the  fall  at  m .  m .  roberts 
stadium,  or  at  a  usm  function  i 
attend  in  jackson.  every  year,  more  memories  are 
added,  and  i  hope  to  continue  that  trend 
throughout  my  life." 

Michael  Callahan  '89,  commissioner 
Southern  District  Public  Service  Commission 

¥or  more  information,  contact  the 
Alumni  Association  office,  601-266-5013. 
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Dear  Friends, 

A  little  more  than  three  months  have  passed,  yet  it  seems  like  only  yesterday  that  I  accepted  the  challenge  of  the 
presidency  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi.  I  am  proud  and  humble  to  have  the  opportunity  to  lead 
USM.  With  your  help  and  that  of  our  faculty,  staff  and  student  body,  I  am  confident  that  we  will  achieve  and  be 
recognized  for  the  greatness  we  have  long  sought  and  have  earned. 

The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  is  a  superb  academic  institution  as  is  confirmed  by  our  Carnegie  One 
status,  a  ranking  that  places  USM  in  the  top  10  percent  of  American  universities.  As  a  business,  The  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi  is  the  second-largest  employer  in  the  greater  Hattiesburg  area  and  makes  a  local  direct 
economic  impact  of  more  than  $225  million  annually  Our  University  employs  some  2,000  people,  and  we  have 
more  than  15,000  students  learning  throughout  our  five  locations  in  South  Mississippi.  Southern  Miss  is  unique 
as  the  only  university  in  the  state  with  dual-campus  status  and  responsibility.  We  are  located  in  the  region  of  the 
state  with  the  highest  population  density  and  enjoy  the  additional  geographic  advantage  of  the  state's  coastline 
and  seaports.  From  an  enrollment  perspective,  we  are  the  second-largest  university  in  the  state  of  Mississippi, 
and  we  offer  a  wealth  of  outstanding  educational  opportunities,  and  unique  choices,  to  traditional  and 
hontraditional  students. 

History  will  record  that  we  focused  on  our  mission  as  a  state-supported  comprehensive  institution  and  achieved 
excellence  in  teaching,  research,  public  service  and  economic  development.  The  achievement  of  excellence  in 
these  endeavors  demands  and  receives  the  highest  level  of  focused  commitment,  creative  talent  and  hard  work 
from  our  faculty,  staff  and  students.  These  efforts  have  resulted  m  $62  million  m  external  support  from 
competitive  contracts  and  grants  during  this  past  year  alone,  as  well  as  our  top-tier  Carnegie  ranking.  Indeed, 
these  are  positive  indicators  confirming  our  commitment  to  a  comprehensive,  contemporary  education  for  all 
students,  both  graduate  and  undergraduates,  traditional  and  nontraditional. 

This  administration  will  work  diligently  to  maintain  our  status  as  a  Carnegie  Doctoral/Research-Extensive 
institution,  expand  our  research  output,  secure  additional  funds  in  support  of  our  mission  and  seek 
certification/accreditation  for  every  program  available.  Moreover,  we  commit  to  the  concept  of  a  highly  efficient, 
customer-friendly  and  rapid-response  administration  that  meets  the  needs  of  our  students,  alumni,  supporters 
and  friends. 

As  alumni  you  will  always  be  part  of  the  Southern  Miss  family.  You  will  always  have  a  stake  in  Southern  Miss. 
While  we  will  work  with  intense  focus  and  as  much  energy  as  we  can  muster,  we  need  the  help  of  every  Golden 
Eagle  and  friend  of  USM.  It  will  take  us  all-USM  faculty,  staff,  students,  alumni,  supporters,  friends,  donors, 
potential  donors  and  the  entire  state  of  Mississippi-working  together  to  help  realize  our  University's  full 
potential.  We  need  your  help  with  student  recruitment;  we  need  your  presence  at  athletic,  alumni  and  fine  arts 
events.  Yes,  we  need  your  involvement,  your  active  support  and  your  prayers  as  we  position  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  as  a  world-class  institution. 

Make  no  mistake.  Southern  Miss  is  a  university  on  the  move,  and  we  want  each  of  you  to  be  an  active  partner 
in  our  journey  to  true  greatness. 
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Thames  Makes 
Administrative  Appointments 

President  Shelby  Thames  recently  announced  his  administrative  appoint- 
ments and  the  addition  of  a  new  position:  provost  of  the  Gulf  Coast  campus. 
Drs.  Jay  Grimes  and  Tim  Hudson  have  been  named  provosts  of  the 
Hattiesburg  and  Gulf  Coast  campuses,  respectively  Grimes,  an  expert  m 
microbiology,  served  as  dean  of  the  College  of  Marine  Sciences,  headquar- 
tered at  the  Gulf  Coast  Research  Laboratory  in  Ocean  Springs.  Hudson  is  the 
founding  dean  of  the  College  of  International  and  Continuing  Education  and 
a  professor  of  economic  development.  It  was  not  immediately  announced 
who  will  fill  the  two  posts  Grimes 
and  Hudson  are  vacating.  They 
replace  Dr.  Anselm  Grifhn,  who 
retired  as  provost  in  July  to 
accept  a  position  as  chair  of  the 
School  of  Textile  and  Fiber 
Engineering  at  Georgia  Institute 
of  Technology 

Dr.  Cynthia  Easicrling  Moore,  a  professor  of  fashion  merchandising  and 
apparel  studies,  has  been  named  associate  provost,  and  Dr.  Jim 
Hollandsworth,  currently  professor  and  associate  provost,  will  become  dean 
of  the  Graduate  School.  Thames  named  Dr.  Angehne  Godwin  Dvorak,  chief 
executive  officer  and  president  of  Mississippi  Technology  Alliance  and  the 
Institute  for  Technology  Development,  as  the  University's  vice  president  for 
research.  Dvorak  and  Hollandsworth  replace  Dr.  Donald  Gotten,  who 
resigned  his  two  posts  this  summer. 

Lisa  Mader,  a  USM  graduate  and  former  communication  director  for  Gov 
Ronnie  Musgrove,  is  the  University's  new  director  of  marketing  and  public 
relations.  Mader  replaces  longtime  public  relations  director  WE  "Bud" 
Kirkpatrick,  who  retired  at  the  end  of  June. 

In  other  news,  Vice  President  for  Advancement  Curt  Redden  left  Southern 
Miss  at  the  end  of  June  to  head  a  search  firm  focusing  on  executive  place- 
ment of  and  consulting  brokering  for  senior  development  professionals, 
primarily  for  colleges  and  universities. 


USIVIGC  Students  Brief 
Air  Force  Chief  of  Staff 

'irann^Hi 

■  Two  students  from  USM  Gulf  Coast  w 
to  the  Pentagon  in  May  to  brief  the  U.S. 
training  technology.  Anthony  Woitalla  anc 
gy  and  occupational  education  majors 
Jumper  on  a  new  training  technology  the^ 

The  new  technology.  Schematic  Powe 
allows  Air  Force  instructors  to  call  up  a  \ 
simply  touching  "hot  spots"  on  an  electrot 
mouse. 

Woitalla  and  Wood,  who  are  also  Keesk 
ees,  were  joined  at  the  briefing  by  tean 
Peterson,  Staff  Sgt.  Wayne  Cox  and  Kare 
Base  in  Biloxi.  Dawson  developed  the  SP 
members  took  the  software  and  created  tl 

sre  part  of  a  group  that  traveled 
Air  Force  chief  of  staff  on  new 
I  Edward  Wood,  both  technolo- 
at  USMGC,  bnefed  Gen.  John 
/  developed. 

r  Browser  presentation  system, 
ariety  of  multimedia  images  by 
lie  white  board,  without  using  a 

r  Air  Force  civil  service  employ- 
1  members  Brig.  Gen.  Michael 
n  Dawson  of  Keesler  Air  Force 
B  software,  and  the  other  team 
le  entire  presentarion  system. 

CBA  Establishes  Building  Fund 

■  With  the  help  of  15  good  friends,  the  College  of  Business 
Administration  is  a  step  closer  to  a  new  home.  The  friends,  all  members 
of  the  college's  Business  Advisory  Council,  have  pledged  $10,000  each 
to  begin  architectural  planning  and  conceptual  design  work  for  a  new 
CBA  building,  which  will  be  paid  for  with  a  combination  of  private  and 
state  funding. 

The  donors  are  charter  members  of  the  CBA  Building  Founders 
Society  Joseph  Greene  Hall,  the  college's  current  building,  opened  in 
1968.  CBA  Dean  Bill  Gunther  said  the  34-year-old  building  "is  func- 
tionally and  technologically  obsolete  for  the  kind  of  teaching  we  want 
to  do."  Gunther  said  design  work  for  the  new  building  will  begin  imme- 
diately although  a  site  has  not  been  finalized. 

The  donors,  also  charter  members  of  the  CBA  Building  Founders 
Society  are  Joe  Best  of  Atlanta;  L.D.  Brinkman  of  Kerrville,  Texas;  Gene 
Carlisle  of  Memphis;  Bruce  Rossmeyer  of  Daytona  Beach,  Fla.;  David 
Landrum  of  Jackson;  Glen  Mueller  of  Gulfport;  Bob  Harger  of  Baton 
Rouge,  La.;  Johnny  and  Helen  Kelly  of  Batesville;  Jim  Main  of  Nashville; 
Tom  McDonnell  of  Jackson;  Larr}'  Payne  of  Hattiesburg;  Lou  Ann 
Poynter  of  Hatriesburg;  Steve  Strickland  of  Jackson;  Jim  Thompson  of 
Gulf  Breeze,  Fla.;  and  Hans  and  Sabrina  Weger  of  Bethesda,  Md. 


Prof  Wins  LA  Times  Book  Award  for  Fiction 

■  A  Southern  Miss  creative  writing  professor  has  won  the  Los  Angcks  Times 
Book  Prize  for  fiction  for  her  novel,  "Why  Did  I  Ever." 

English  Professor  Mary  Robison,  who  teaches  in  the  Center  for  Writers, 
was  among  authors  honored  recently  with 
Times  book  prizes  that  reward  excellence  in 
nine  categories  to  books  pubhshed  in  2001, 
including  ficrion,  poetry  biographies  and 
mysteries-thrillers.  Each  category  is  judged  by 
three  notable  writers  from  the  genre,  and 
Robison  was  among  five  finalists  for  fiction. 
The  prize  brings  with  it  a  citation  and  $  1 ,000 
check. 

She  has  written  two  other  novels,  "Oh!"  and  "Subtraction,"  and  three 
short-story  collections:  "Days,"  "An  Amateurs  Guide  to  the  Night"  and 
"Believe  Them." 


es  in  the  Center  for  Writers, 

Courtesy  of  Bomb  Magazine 
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Helping  Children  Knows  No  Boundaries 

■  Emad  Hassan  Hamed's  quest  lo  help  children  in  Qatar  with  developmen- 
tal disabilities  led  him  to  a  classroom  in  Mississippi.  Hamed  traveled  from  his 
small  country,  bordered  by  Saudi  Arabia  and  the  United  Arab  Emirates,  to 
Southern  Miss  to  take  an  Association  Method  course  presented  by  the 
DuBard  School  for  Language  Disorders. 

The  Learning  Center  in  Doha,  Qatar,  where  he  is  coordmator  of  the 
speech  language  department,  is  ver)'  similar  to  the  DuBard  School,  Hamed 
said.  The  Jordanian-born  speech-language  pathologist  was  searching  the 
Internet  for  more  effective  ways  to 
teach  language  skills  when  he 
found  information  on  the  DuBard 
School  and  the  Association 
Method. 

The  Association  Method  is  a 
multisensory  teaching  strategy  for 
K-2,  learning  disabilities,  and  spe- 
cial education  teachers  and 
speech-language  pathologists. 
Designed  to  benefit  children  with  severe  langtiage  disorders,  hearing  impair- 
ments, learning  disabilities,  dyslexia  or  other  communication  disorders,  the 
method  has  been  utilized  by  the  DuBard  School  since  1962. 

Hamed  said  many  courses  are  very  specialized  to  one  specific  problem, 
but  the  Association  Method  works  with  various  disorders  with  which  his 
center  deals.  "This  was  a  good  choice,"  he  said.  "I'm  getting  more  than  my 
money's  worth." 

Upon  his  return  to  Qatar,  Hamed  plans  to  use  the  pnnciples  of  the 
method  to  create  a  course  in  Arabic  for  use  in  the  center's  Access  School  for 
children  in  grades  3-10. 

Advancement  Staff  Captures  19  Awards 

■  Southern  Miss'  advancement  staff  captured  19  awards  recently  in  annual 
competition  sponsored  by  the  College  Public  Relations  Association  of 
Mississippi. 

The  Alumni  Association's  Connections  won  second  place  m  the  Newsletter 
categor}',  and  Danny  Rawls  placed  third  in  the  Color  Photography  category. 
Die  Talon  won  third  place  in  the  Institutional  Magazine  category. 

The  USM  Foundation's  annual  report  "Our  Time  is  Now"  won  second 
place  in  the  Annual  Report  category,  and  Becky  Meadows,  assistant  director 
of  annual  giving,  earned  first  place  honors  in  the  Special  Publications  cate- 
gory for  "Our  Time,"  an  Annual  Fund  direct  mail  piece. 

USM  news  staff  won  four  of  six  awards  for  news  and  feature  wnting  and 
produced  the  top  faculty-staff  newspaper  in  the  competition.  They  won 
another  award  for  black-and-white  photography  one  for  television  news, 
and  a  first-place  award  for  best  Public  Relations  Campaign,  a  multimedia 
effort  conducted  last  fall  in  connection  wnth  USM's  hosting  of  the  Vietnam 
Veterans  Memonal  Moving  Wall. 

USM  Gulf  Coast  nabbed  four  awards,  including  two  second  place  honors 
in  the  Advertisements  Public  Relations  Innovation  categories.  USMGC  also 
earned  two  third  place  awards  for  Feature  Wnting  and  Public  Relations 
Innovation. 

The  College  of  Marine  Sciences  also  captured  two  awards.  Public 
Information  Officer  Linda  Skupien  and  Diana  Reid  won  first  place  in  the 
Exhibits  categor)-  for  "Is  an  Ocean  in  your  Future."  Skupien  and  Reid  teamed 
up  to  wan  third  place  in  the  Annual  Report  categor)-  for  "Road  to  Discover)-." 


Asbury  Foundation  Commits  $1  Million  ^ 

■  officials  of  the  Asbury  Foundation  of  Hattiesburg  Inc.  said  the  foun- 
dation will  commit  $1  million  to  endow  scholarships  at  Southern  Miss 
for  students  who  reside  in  Forrest,  Lamar,  Jones,  Marion,  Covington, 
Jefferson  Davis  and  Perr)' 
counties. 

The  first  scholarships 
from  the  endowment  are 
expected  to  become  avail- 
able for  the  fall  2003  semes- 


P<ft      t 


The  Asbury  Foundation  has  made  a 
previous  committment  to  the  College 
of  Nursing. 


"We  are  honored  to 
receive  the  support  of  the 
Asbury  Foundation,"  said 
President  Shelby  Thames. 
"Asbury's  commitment  to 
the  well-being  of  citizens  of 
Mississippi  and  of  this  area  is  evidenced  in  the  many  worthy  causes  it 
supports.  This  scholarship  endo-wment  will  provide  educational  oppor- 
tunities to  countless  students  in  this  area  of  the  state." 

Thames  noted  the  Asbury  endowment  commitment  brings  the  foun- 
dation's total  giving  history  to  Southern  Miss  to  $1,9  million  and  dis- 
tinguishes the  Asbury  Foundation  as  the  latest  member  of  the  USM 
Honor  Club's  Gallery  of  Benefactors. 

Foundation  President  Bill  Ray  said  the  scholarships  will  continue 
Asbury's  tradition  of  serving  others.  The  Asbury  Foundation  supports  a 
variety  of  nonprofit  programs  in  the  Pine  Belt  region  that  proxide  or 
strengthen  education  and  health,  or  offer  other  initiatives  to  improve 
the  quality  of  life  in  the  area. 

The  endowment  will  be  established  with  an  initial  grant  of  $250,000 
this  year,  followed  by  $250,000  for  the  next  three  years.  Based  on  the 
earnings  of  the  endowment,  scholarships  for  qualif)'ing  students  who 
are  enrolled  or  plan  to  enroll  at  Southern  Miss  will  range  from  partial 
to  full  tuition  and  will  be  awarded  through  the  University 

Previous  commitments  from  the  Asbur)'  Foundation  have  been  made 
to  the  College  of  Nursing,  the  DuBard  School  for  Language  Disorders 
and  Institute  for  Learning  in  Retirement,  according  to  Bill  Pace,  associ- 
ate vice  president  for  development. 

—  Donna  McGuyer 


Foundation  Funds  Fellowships 


The  Robert  M.  Hearin  Foundation  has  awarded  more  than 
$1.8  million  to  the  School  of  Polymers  and  High  Performance 
Matenals  to  fund  graduate  fellowships  for  native  Mississippians. 
The  $1,875  million  gift  brings  the  foundation's  total  Southern 
Miss  commitment  to  more  than  $3.2  million.  The  gift  will  fund  a 
maximum  of  15  five-year  graduate  fellowships  that  include  tuition 
waiver  and  a  $25,000  stipend  annually  and  will  target  highly 
qualified  Mississippi  students. 

The  first  three  fellowships  can  be  awarded  in  September. 


SUMMER  :oo: 


NEWS    ROUNDCAMPUS 


New  Programs,  Oid  Favorites 

Two  listener  favorites  and  two  new  programs  have  been  added  to 
WUSMs  schedule. 

On  Saturdays  at  noon,  listeners  can  once  again  tune  into  the  popu- 
lar live  program  "West  Coast  Live  with  Sedge  Thomson."  Following 
that,  at  2  p.m.,  is  the  "Society  of  Underground  Poets,"  or  SOUP  Also 
previously  aired  by  WUSM,  SOUP  features  poetry  and  irreverent  seg- 
ments that  expands  the  boundaries  of  creative  wnting. 

Two  new  programs  have  been  added 
to  the  stations  roster.  "Been  There,  Done 
That"  is  an  educational  program  that 
focuses  on  subjects  most  people 
encounter  in  everyday  life.  "The 
Treatment"  features  in-depth  interviews  with  the  revolutionary  mmds 
that  make  today's  films  and  television  shows. 

"WUSM  is  pleased  to  continue  its  commitment  to  bringing  the  best 
programmmg  from  around  the  world  to  alumni  and  the  many  listeners 
we  have  in  South  Mississippi,"  said  General  Manager  Michael  Davis. 
"We  are  proud  of  our  station  and  that  pride  extends  in  the  programs  we 
obtain  as  well  as  produce  from  our  studios." 

For  more  than  25  years,  WUSM-FM  88.5  has  provided  the  campus 
and  the  community  vidth  a  public  radio  station  to  call  its  own,  offering 
students  on-air  experience  as  well  as  production,  promotion  and  man- 
agement experience. 


Barbor  Heads  International  Panel 

■  The  director  of  Southern  Miss'  Hydrographic  Science  Research  Center  has 
been  elected  director  of  an  international  panel  based  in  Monaco  that  supports 
maritime  navigation  safety  and  protects  the  marine  environment. 

In  April,  Retired  Adm.  Kenneth  Barbor  was  voted  director  of  the 
International  Hydrographic  Organization  (IHO)  Directing  Committee  by 
IHO's  71 -member  nations  at  the  15th  International  Hydrographic  Conference 
in  Monaco.  Barbor  is  one  of  three  directors  who  will  guide  the  work  of  the 
intergovernmental  consultative  and  technical 
organization  established  in  1921.  Other  mem- 
bers of  the  IHO  Directing  Committee  elected 
include  Alexandres  Maratos  of  Greece  and 
Hugo  Gorziglia  of  Chile. 

The  International  Hydrographic  Bureau's 
challenge  is  to  increase  the  amount  and  quali- 
ty of  hydrographic  data  collecrion  and 
enhance  navigation  safety  through  the 
expanded  production  of  electronic  charts.  The 
advent  of  deep-draught  ships,  recognition  of 
the  need  to  protect  the  marine  environment,  changing  maritime  trade  pat- 
terns, the  growing  importance  of  seabed  resources  and  the  U.N.  Law  of  the 
Sea  Convention  affecting  areas  of  national  jurisdiction  have  all  served  to 
highlight  the  need  for  accurate  survey  data  to  update  nautical  charts, 

"My  role  will  be  to  elicit  cooperation,  build  consensus,  and  empower 
member  states,  committees  and  commissions  of  the  International 
Hydrographic  Organization  to  push  forward  with  technological  upgrades 
and  geographical  coverage  of  hydrographic  services,"  said  Barbor,  whose 
five-year  term  of  office  begins  in  September  During  this  time,  Barbor  and  his 
wife,  Leshe,  will  be  based  at  the  IHB  headquarters  in  Monaco. 


Southern  Miss  Nets  Record 
$62.6  Million  for  Research 

■  Southern  Miss  faculty  were  awarded  a  record 
$62.6  million-plus  in  research  funding  last  fiscal 
year,  topping  the  previous  year  by  $12.5  million 
and  tripling  externally  generated  dollars  over  the  past  four  years. 

The  success  reinforces  the  University's  recognition  as  a  Doctoral-Research 
Extensive  Institution  by  the  Carnegie  Foundation  for  the  Advancement  of 
Teaching,  which  placed  USM  m  the  nation's  top  tier  of  research  universities 
two  years  ago. 

"Our  research  success  reflects  well  on  the  competitiveness  and  quality  of 
our  people  and  programs  at  Southern  Miss,"  said  President  Shelby  Thames. 

The  University  was  awarded  $62,688,022  during  the  fiscal  year  that 
ended  June  30,  a  25  percent  increase  over  the  $50,101,359  taken  in  by  USM 
researchers  during  the  previous  year.  Federal  sources  provided  more  than 
$52.5  million  of  the  FY  2002  total. 

Perhaps  even  more  significantly  the  University  tripled  its  external  fund- 
ing over  the  past  four  years.  Southern  Miss  received  $40,130,656  in  FY 
2000,  $30,156,477  m  FY  1999  and  $20,612,472  in  FY  1998. 

"Our  people  are  designing  and  developing  projects  to  compete  at  the 
national  level,"  said  Dr.  Pam  Miller,  director  of  the  Office  of  Research  and 
Sponsored  Programs. 

Southern  Miss'  College  of  Science  and  Technology-which  includes  the 
internationally  prestigious  School  of  Polymer  Science  and  High  Performance 
Materials-led  the  way  this  past  year  with  $20,239,837  in  grants  and  con- 
tracts. That  was  followed  closely  by  the  College  of  Marine  Sciences-based  at 
the  Gulf  Coast  Research  Laboratory  in  Ocean  Spnngs-with  a  record 
$14,823,005  in  external  funding. 

"Our  record  level  of  grants  and  contracts  reflects  heightened  national 
awareness  of  ocean  issues  and  USM's  ability  to  provide  answers,"  said  Dr.  Jay 
Grimes,  former  CMS  dean  and  now  University  provost  for  the  Hattiesburg 
campus. 

The  College  of  Health  and  Human  Sciences  received  $5,407,729,  institu- 
tional-wide projects  amounted  to  $3,059,381  and  the  College  of  Education 
and  Psychology  brought  in  $2,085,507. 

The  University's  savvy  in  nurturing  research  over  the  past  15  years  is  reap- 
ing dividends  today  allowing  professors  to  create  intellectual  properties, 
obtain  patents  and  license  technologies  that  turn  those  ideas  into  marketable 
products. 


Hollandsworth  Named 
Interim  Executive  Director 
of  Development 

■  Susan  H.  Hollandsworth  has  assumed  duties  as 
interim  executive  director  of  the  University's 
Office  of  Development.  A  Southern  Miss  employ- 
ee since  1996,  Hollandsworth  said  she  will  head 
the  ofhce  pending  a  national  search  for  a  new  vice 
president  for  advancement.  She  also  will  continue 
to  act  as  director  of  the  University's  $100  million  comprehensive  campaign, 
which  so  far  has  raised  more  than  $78  million. 

Former  Development  Executive  Director  Bill  Pace  will  assist  President 
Emeritus  Dr.  Aubrey  Lucas  with  major-gift  fund-raising.  Lucas  serves  as 
chair  of  the  comprehensive  campaign. 
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Campaign  Totals  Exceed  $78  Million 

Total  gifis  for  the  Campaign  lor  Southern  Miss  grew  to  more  than 
$78.8  million  in  the  month  of  July,  marking  the  beginning  of  the  final  two 
years  of  Southern  Miss'  first  comprehensive  campaign.  The  $100  million 
campaign  is  slated  to  end  June  30,  2004. 

"Financial  contributions  to  the  campaign  have  been  outstanding,"  said 
Susan  Hollandsworth,  campaign  director  "Since  the  public  phase  began  in 
April  2001,  the  campaign  has  increased  by  more  than  $33  million." 

Hollandsworth  said  the  growing  number  of  donors  supporting  Southern 
Miss  is  equally  impressive.  The  total  number  of  individuals  giving  to  the 
campaign  has  almost  doubled  since  the  1997.  "Continued  growth  in  donor 
numbers  is  evidence  of  public  support  of  the  campaign,"  Hollandsworth 
said.  "Ever)-  donation,  regardless  the  size,  makes  a  difference.  Our  alumni 
and  friends  are  demonstrating  their  support  of  the  University  by  participat- 
ing in  this  campaign." 

The  July  statement  of  gifts  reported  at  face  value  by  campaign  priority  lists 
more  than  $25.8  million  for  scholarships,  $25.6  million  for  athletics,  $14.1 
million  for  faculty/staff  development,  $1.3  million  for  USM  Gulf  Coast,  $2.2 
million  for  library  and  technology,  and  $9.6  million  for  other  designations. 

The  Founders'  Society,  established  to  recognize  those  who  include 
Southern  Miss  in  their  estate  planning,  has  reached  340  members  of  Us  500 
campaign  goal.  Hollandsworth  believes  there  are  others  who've  remembered 
the  University  m  their  wills  or  estate  plans  but  have  not  notified  the 
Foundation.  She  asks  supporters  to  contact  the  development  office  at  (601) 
266-5602  to  be  added  to  the  Founders'  Society 

"Private  gifts  to  Southern  Miss  are  critically  important  to  the  success  of  the 
University  now  and  in  years  to  come,"  Hollandsworth  said.  "There  are 
numerous  ways  to  participate  in  the  campaign,  from  planned  giving  to  cash 
donations.  Development  professionals  are  available  through  the  Foundation 
to  assist  donors  in  exploring  options." 


,$2.2  MILLION 

!  Library  &  Technology 


$1.3  MILLION 

Gulf  Coast 


$14.1  MILLION 

Faculty  and  Staff  Development 


Noted  Author  Helps 
Dedicate  McCarty  Hall 

f^  ^  ^^m  I  The  "hot,  clean,  wonderful"  smell  of 
■;;  \^'  ^H  I  spray  starch  that  permeated  Oseola 
W^J  McCarty's  small  wood-frame 
li^^^^V  '-^H  Hattiesburg  house  during  a  1995  inter- 
^^^^^^'^  '^^M    view     reminded     New     York     Times 

^ ^B    correspondent  Rick  Bragg  of  his  own 

home  growing  up  in  rural  Alabama. 

"1  saw  a  young  white  woman  in  Alabama"  instead  of  Miss 
McCarty  Bragg  told  an  audience  gathered  this  spring  to  celebrate 
the  dedication  of  a  residence  hall  in  honor  of  McCarty  He  noted  his 
own  mother  had  taken  in  laundry  and  "picked  cotton"  to  help  raise 
her  family 

Later  in  life,  when  Bragg  wrote  about  his  mother  in  his  best-sell- 
ing autobiography  "All  Over  But  the  Shoutin,"  he  thought  about  the 
hardworking,  humble  McCarty  who  washed  and  ironed  other  peo- 
ple's clothes  for  most  of  her  life,  then  donated  $150,000  of  her  life's 
savings  to  USM  to  set  up  scholarships  for  deserving  youth.  "1  began 
to  see  not  a  young  white  woman  from  Alabama,  but  an  old  black 
woman  in  Mississippi,"  he  said.  "1  began  to  realize  the  power  of  the 
spirit  of  that  woman,  who  belongs  to  you,  which  makes  y'all  the 
luckiest  people  on  the  face  of  the  earth." 

Bragg,  42,  who  has  risen  to  the  highest  echelons  of  Amencan 
journalism,  won  the  PuUtzer  Prize  in  1996  for  a  package  of  stories 
he  vi^rote,  including  one  about  McCarty  and  the  story  of  her  gift  to 
Southern  Miss.  He  also  was  on  the  USM  campus  for  a  speaking 
engagement  in  1999,  but  arrived  too  late  to  visit  McCarty  who  had 
died  earlier  in  the  day  at  the  age  of  91.  This  time,  he  helped  dedi- 
cate a  modem  $14.2  million  residence  hall  in  honor  of  McCarty 

Former  USM  student  Stephanie  Bullock  of  Hattiesburg,  who  had 
been  the  first  recipient  of  an  Oseola  McCarty  Endowed  Scholarship, 
also  spoke,  her  voice  trembling  with  emotion.  "Thank  you,  Miss 
McCarty  for  believing  in  us  and  trusting  us  with  your  legacy  and 
with  your  dreams,"  Bullock  said. 

McCarty's  gift  announcement  to  USM  in  1995  sparked  wide- 
spread attention  and  touched  the  hearts  of  people  everywhere.  She 
was  presented  the  Presidential  Citizens  Medal  by  President  Bill 
Clinton  dunng  a  September  23,  1995,  White  House  ceremony  and 
traveled  throughout  the  countr}-  dunng  the  next  few  years  to  receive 
honors. 

Her  donation,  "The  Gift,"  created  a  nationwide  domino  effect, 
leading  to  a  successful  fund-raising  drive  through  the  USM 
Foundation  that  has  placed  nearly  $600,000  in  the  scholarship 
fund. 

Speaking  immediately  after  Bullock's  emotional  speech,  the  port- 
ly Bragg  thanked  her,  good  naturedly,  for  evoking  tears  from 
listeners,  and  nearly  from  himself.  "I  don't  know  how  it  is  in 
Mississippi,"  he  kidded,  "but  in  Alabama,  if  a  6-3,  260-pound  man 
begins  to  weep,  all  of  the  other  men  wall  drag  him  outside  and 
stomp  him  to  death.  They  don't  want  the  gene  to  be  spread  around." 


$78,  860, 873   Total  Gifts  at  Face  Value 


Correction:  In  the  spring  issue  of  The  Talon,  Rupert  "Pat"  Johnston's 
last  name  was  misspelled.  His  last  name  is  Johnston,  not  Johnson.  Die 
Talon  regrets  this  error. 
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CALENDAR     EVENTS 


All  events  are  subject  to  change  and  should  be  confirmed.  Any  questions 
regarding  these  events  can  be  directed  to  The  Southern  Miss  Alumni 
Association  at  alumnitausm.edu,  or  call  (601)  266-5013. 


28 
28 

West  Point,  N.Y. 

6 

7 
14 

Hattiesburg 

Southern  Miss  Golf 

Challenge /Eagle  Club 

Canebrake  Country  Club  /  Time  TBA 

Southern  Miss  Campus 

Southern  Miss  vs.  Illinois  (ESPN2) 
The  Rock /n  a.m. 

Southern  Miss  Campus 

Southern  Miss  vs.  Memphis 
The  Rock /6  p.m. 

Broadcast  of 

"The  Night  of  a  Thousand 

Trumpets" 

Mississippi  ETV  /  9  p.m. 

Southern  Miss  vs.  Army 

Michie  Stadium /I  p.m.  EST  kickoff 

Hattiesburg 

Delta  Sigma  Pi  Golf 
Tournament                   !"  '  ^f  L) 
$60  per  person  or            ''■  iiiif'' 
$120  per  team                  ""^"^ 
Van  Hook  Golf  Course /I  p.m. 

15,18 

18 

Hattiesburg 

USMAA/Shell  Finish  Line 
Homecoming  Scholarship 
Golf  Tournament 
Canebrake  Country  Club/ 
8:30  a.m.  &  12:30  p.m. 

18 


18 


Hattiesburg 

Alumni  Hall  of  Fame  Induction 
Ceremony  and  Banquet  /  USMAA 
Hattiesburg  Country  Club  /  6:30  p.m. 

Southern  Miss  Campus 

Friday  Night  at  the  Fountain  Pep  Rally 
Administration  Building  /  8  p.m. 

Southern  Miss  Campus 

Alumni  Business  Brunch 
and  Awards  Ceremony 
University  Commons  /  9  a.m. 


Hattiesburg  /  Southern 
Miss  Campus 

SOUTHERN  MISS 
HOMECOMING  2002 
Various  events  and  reunions 
Southern  Miss  vs.  Cincinnati 
The  Rock/ 2  p.m.  kickoff 


Fort  Worth,  Texas 

Southern  Miss  vs.  TCU(ESPN2) 
Amon  G.  Carter  Stadium  /  6:30  p.m. 


^j   0  V  E   M   B  E  R 

14        Southern  Miss  Campus 

Southern  Miss  vs.  Louisville  (ESPN) 
The  Rock /6:30  p.m. 

30        Southern  Miss  Campus 

Southern  Miss  vs.  East  Carolina 
The  Rock /2  p.m. 


^ 


ALUMNI  TAILGATING 
All  tailgating  events  start  2  1/2  hours  before  kickoff. 


SEPTEMBER 

21   Tuscaloosa,  Ala. 

Southern  Miss  vs.  Alabama  (ESPN2) 
Bryant-Denny  Stadium  /  6  p.m.  kickoff 
Alumni  tailgating  near  intersection  of 
University  Blvd.  and  Stadium  Dr.  on 
former  site  of  Phi  Sigma  Kappa  fraternity 
house  (between  Delta  Kappa  Epsilon  and 
Phi  Kappa  Psi  fraternity  houses). 


OCTOBER 


12    Tampa,  Fla. 

Southern  Miss  vs.  South  Florida 

Raymond  James  Stadium  / 

7  p.m.  EST  kickoff 

Alumni  tailgating  tent  in  Lot  C  off  Dale 

Mabry  Hwy.  (near  intersection  of  Dale 

Mabry  Hwy.  and  Tampa  Bay  Blvd.).  Area 

parking  available  for  $5. 


NOVEMBER 

9     Bli-mlnghain,  Ala. 

Southern  Miss  vs.  UAB  (ESPN  Plus) 
Legion  Field /2  p.m.  kickoff 
Alumni  tailgating  East  Side  Pavilion  (red 
roofed  pavilion).  Barbecue  cookout. 


23   New  Orleans 

Southern  Miss  vs.  Tulane 
Superdome/  2:30  p.m.  kickoff 
Pre-game  party:  Holiday  Inn 
downtown/  Superdome 
(corner  of  Loyola  Ave.  and 
Perdido  St.).  Party  starts  at  noon. 


SOUTHERNMISSTRIVIA 

How  well  do  you  know  your  alma  mater? 
Test  your  USM  knowledge  to  find  out. 


1.  What  was  The  Drawl? 


2.  Who  was  the  first  alumnus  president 
of  the  institution? 


3.  When  did  the  University's  presence  on 
the  IVIississippi  Gulf  Coast  begin? 


4.  What  was  the  original  function  of  College  Hall? 


5.  Who  first  nicknamed  M.IVI.  Roberts  stadium 
"The  Rock"? 


Answers  on  page  45 


THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  SOUTHERN  MISSISSIPPI 


M^ 


Oocomiiia  Events 


USM  MUSEUM  OF  ART  PRESENTS 

New  Orleans  Glass  Art  Exhibition 
Sept.  5  -  Oct.  18 


USM  SYMPHONY  PRESENTS 

The  "Bassics"  of  Tradition 

with  famed  bassist  Edgar  Meyer 

Sept.  26 

USM  THEATRE  PRESENTS 

Tlie  World  Goes  Round,  a  Musical 
Oct.  17-19,  23-27 


FALL  DANCE  CONCERT 

Nov.  7-9 


FOR  TICKETS,  call  the  Southern  Miss  Ticket  Office  at 
(601)  266-5418  or  order  online  at  www.tickets.usm.edu. 

For  more  information  about  College  of  The  Arts  events, 
visit  us  at  www.arts.usm.edu.  
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Like  a  good  neighbor, 
State  Farm  is  there? 

See  one  of  these  good  neighbor  agents: 


Biloxi 

Jimmy  Taylor 

228'388'1120 

Brookhaven 

Bobby  Britt 
601'833'6786 

Hattiesburg 

Clyde  Bryant 
601'544'6566 

Hattiesburg 

Ben  Calhoun 
601'545'1511 

Hattiesburg 

Jason  ^X^sley 
601'264'1117 

Jackson 

Steve  ^eks 
601-922-7440 

Long  Beach 
Elvis  Gates 

228-864-6323 


Long  Beach 

Fred  Walker 

228-863-8535 

Lumberton 

Dorman  Davis 
601-796-8544 

Magee 

Leah  Blain 
601-849-3394 

McComb 
Lance  Varnado 
601-684-4193 

Picayune 

Ted  Musgrove 
601-798-4425 

Picayune 

Tommy  Keen 

601-798-4082 


STATi    FARM 


State  Farm  Insurance  Companies 


Home  Offices:  Bloomington, 
state  farm,  com 


imois 


FROM     lEARCHIVES 


The  Lucas  Legacy: 
In  The  First  Place 


By  Yvonne  Arnold  '90 

Umvcrsity  Archives 

How  does  one  write  about  an  individual 
who  has  become  a  legend  in  his  own  time? 
Reading  the  thousands  of  words  that  have 
already  been  written  about  him  only  adds  to 
the  problem.  Words  like  honorable,  extraordi- 
nary, intelligent,  intellectual,  insightful, 
shrewd,  inspiring,  energetic,  elegant,  gracious, 
kind,  compassionate,  friendly  supportive,  self- 
effacing  and  beloved  leap  from  every  page. 
Phrases  such  as  "sterling  moral  character,"  "the 
kind  of  person  you  like  to  be  around,"  and  "the 
kind  of  man  everyone  loves"  abound  in  the 
reams  of  text  that  have  been  written  over  the 
years.  And  since  there  are  no  new  words  and 
no  new  ways  to  describe  this  individual,  the 
following  is  submitted  in  the  simplest  of  terms, 
and  with  the  deepest  respect  for  its  subject. 

He  came  to  Southern  Miss  (then  Mississippi 
Southern  College)  from  a  small  town  in  the 
northeast  comer  of  Greene  County  near  the 
Alabama  border,  and  he  liked  it  so  well  that  he 
stayed  for  half  a  century.  His  name  was  Aubrey 


Keith  Lucas.  The  year  was  1952,  and  he  came 
to  enroll  m  the  freshman  class. 

Aubrey  Keith  Lucas  was  born  July  12,  1934, 
m  State  Line,  Miss.,  one  of  four  children  born 
to  Keith  C.  and  Audelle  Robertson  Lucas. 
Aubrey's  father  was  a  businessman  and  civic 
leader,  and  his  mother  was  a  teacher.  Growing 
up  in  State  Line,  young  Aubrey  enjoyed  swim- 
ming m  the  Chickasawhay  River,  going  on 
picnics,  climbing  trees  and  swinging  on  large 
vines  that  grew  in  the  nearby  swamps.  He  also 
participated  in  Vacation  Bible  Schools,  attend- 
ed revivals,  and  occasionally  went  on  church  or 
4-H  Club  camping  trips. 

As  a  teacher,  Audelle  saw  the  need  to  con- 
tinue her  children's  education  during  the 
summer  months,  and  to  that  end,  she  ordered 
books  from  the  State  Library  Commission  for 
her  children  and  their  friends.  When  they  were 
not  involved  in  other  activities,  the  Lucas  sib- 
lings could  be  found  on  the  family's  screened 
back  porch,  reading  or  practicing  their  mathe- 
matical skills.  Moreover,  Mrs.  Lucas  was  a 
stickler  for  proper  grammar,  and  personally 


Wesley  Foundation  Officers: 

From  left: 

Spud  Bradley,  president; 
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president;  Aubrey  Lucas,  2nd  vice 

president;  Elenor  Womack, 

secretary;  and  Bob  Milstead, 

treasurer. 

ca.  1954 


Aubrey  Lucas,  class  photo,  ca.  1954 


guided  her  children's  progress  in  that  area. 
While  she  was  consistent  where  discipline  was 
concerned,  she  also  maintained  a  keen  sense  of 
humor  m  rearing  her  children. 

From  their  father,  the  Lucas  children  learned 
the  importance  of  community  service  and  that 
they  were  expected  to  help  other  people.  For 
example,  when  Keith  Lucas  heard  of  a  friend  or 
neighbor  who  needed  a  ride  to  the  hospital  in 
Laurel  or  Mobile,  he  recruited  Aubrey  and  his 
older  brother  to  drive  them  there  using  the 
family  car.  There  was  no  charge  for  this  service; 
it  was  done  because  the  need  was  there.  As  a 
member  of  the  local  school  board,  Mr.  Lucas 
would  not  allow  any  school  to  open  without 
neat  grounds,  so  Aubrey  and  his  brother  were 
assigned  the  task  of  bush  hogging  the  school 
grounds.  This,  too,  was  done  at  no  charge. 

Both  parents  expected  their  children  to  suc- 
ceed, so  when  Aubrey  brought  home  all  "A's" 
on  his  report  card,  he  learned  that  he  had  done 
nothing  out  of  the  ordinary.  He  had  simply 
done  what  was  expected  of  him. 

According  to  Aubrey  the  Afncan  adage  "it 
takes  an  entire  village  to  raise  a  child"  appHed 
to  his  upbringing  m  State  Line.  With  a  popula- 
tion of  500  to  600,  everyone  knew  each  other, 
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Future  Teachers  of  America,  Aubrey  Lucas 
(top  row,  far  right) 
ca.  1954 


A  Wesley  Foundation  gathering,  ca.  1954. 
Aubrey  Lucas  at  the  piano. 


and  in  that  emaronment,  if  a  child  committed 
an  infraction,  his  or  her  parents  were  sure  to  be 
told.  It  was  not  because  community  members 
wanted  to  see  the  child  punished,  but  because 
they  were  genuinely  concerned  about  the 
child's  welfare. 

Aubrey  Lucas  graduated  from  State  Line 
High  School  in  1952,  and  that  fall,  he  traveled 
some  50  miles  west  of  his  hometown  to  enroll 
at  Mississippi  Southern  College.  As  expected, 
he  turned  in  a  stellar  performance  at  MSC, 
majoring  in  elementar)'  education  with  a  minor 
in  history,  and  graduating  with  honors  August 
16,  1955.  He  chose  elementary  education 
because  he  liked  learning,  and  in  that  field,  you 
have  to  be  proficient  in  all  subject  areas.  He  has 
been  quoted  as  saying,  "1  thought  about  being 
a  physician  and  ever>'body  tried  to  call  me  to 
be  a  preacher,  but  teaching  was  just  a  natural 
for  me." 

During  his  undergraduate  years,  he  was  a 
member  of  Future  Teachers  of  America,  the 
Wesley  Foundation,  Student  Council,  Student 
Senate,  Omicron  Delta  Kappa,  Kappa  Delta 
and  Pi  Tau  Chi.  In  his  junior  year,  he  was  list- 
ed in  Who's  W'Tio  Among  Students  in  Amcncan 
Universities  and  Colleges. 


In  1956  he  married  a  lovely  young  woman 
named  Ella  Frances  Ginn  '54  of  Kokomo, 
Miss.,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  four 
children:  Frances,  Carol,  Alan  and  Mark.  They 
now  have  eight  grandchildren. 

Also  in  1956,  he  received  a  master  of  arts 
degree  from  MSC  with  emphasis  in  psycholo- 
gy of  reading,  and  in  1966  he  earned  a  Ph.D. 
from  Florida  State  University  with  emphasis  in 
administration  of  higher  education. 

With  his  education  complete,  Aubrey  Lucas 
was  groomed  for  success,  and  though  he  prob- 
ably had  no  inkling  of  it  at  the  time,  he  was 
destined  to  distinguish  himself. 

Watch  for,  "The  Lucas  Legacy:  In  the  Second 
Place,"  in  the  next  issue  of  The  Talon.   S> 

To  Be  Continued... 


Aubrey  Lucas,  Who's  Who 

Among  Students  in 

American  Universities 

and  Colleges,  ca.  1954. 
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BUILDING  FOUNDATIONS 

Benefactors  Gallery 
Adds  Members 


The  USM  Foundation  Honor  Club  added  three  new  members  last 
spring  to  its  highest  giving  level,  the  Gallery  of  Benefactors.  With 
gift/pledge  combinations  totaling  $1  miUion  or  more,  the  new  bene- 
factors will  join  1 1  others  who've  received  recognition  as  charter  members  at 
the  new  level  that  began  April  2001  with  the  announcement  of  the  public 
phase  of  the  $100  miUion  Campaign  for  Southern  Miss, 

The  three  new  Gallery  of  Benefactors  members  are  Gene  and  Karen 
Carlisle,  Drs.  William  G.  and  Hannelore  Giles,  and  Mary  and  Joseph  latum 
Jr.  Pen-and-ink  portraits  of  each  couple  were  added  to  the  Gallery  of 
Benefactors  displayed  in  the  Aubrey  Keith  Lucas  Administration  Building. 

Other  individuals  and  organizations  who  have  reached  a  cumulative  life- 
time giving  of  $1  million  or  more  to  Southern  Miss  or  who  have  endowments 
in  their  name  that  have  reached  that  level  are  James  T.  Baird;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Joseph  Best  III;  Kelly  Gene  Cook  Sr.  Charitable  Foundation;  Wright  W  and 
Annie  Rea  Cross;  Frank  R.  Day;  Robert  M.  Hearin  Support  Foundation;  Fay 
B.  Kaigler;  Aubrey  Keith  and  Ella  Ginn  Lucas;  George  R.  Olliphant;  Jim 
Payne;  and  Larry  and  Liz  Pa)'ne. 

With  the  latest  additions,  the  Gallery  of  Benefactors  now  has  14  members. 
The  first  12  members  were  honored  during  the  March  26  Founders'  Day 
opening  of  the  portrait  display  m  the  Lucas  Administration  Building. 

GENE  AND  KAREN  CARLISLE 

The  Carlisles  have  supported  Gene's  alma  mater  through  a  variety  of  pro- 
grams, including  the  College  of  Business  Administration  and  athletics. 
Currently  Gene  serves  on  the  USM  Foundation  Board  of  Directors  and  the 
USM  Business  Advisory  Council.  He  was  recently  named  the  2002  USM 
College  of  Business  Administration  Distinguished  Alumni. 

One  of  the  most  unusual  con- 
tributions ever  received  at 
Southern  Miss  was  Gene's  gift,  a 
Wendy's  Restaurant  near  the 
Hattiesburg  campus,  featured  in 
the  spring  2000  issue  of  the  USM 
Foundation  News.  After  receiving 
the  gift,  the  University  leased  the 
property  to  the  Cariisle 
Corporation,  collecting  nearly 
$100,000  rent  until  the  restaurant  was  sold  back  to  the  corporation  in  2001 
for  $700,000. 

Gene  is  a  1964  Southern  Miss  graduate  with  a  degree  in  finance  and 
marketing.  Many  of  his  former  classmates  may  remember  him  as  General 
Nat,  the  USM  mascot  prior  to  Seymour  Eagle.  Now  he  is  known  for  his 
achievements  in  the  business  world,  such  as  Carlisle  Properties,  LTD; 
Windelta,  Inc.;  Carlisle  Hotels;  Carlisle  Media;  and  Carhsle  Corporation. 


He  is  also  known  for  his  work  in  the  development  of  the  Beale  Street 
Historic  District  in  Memphis. 

As  a  successful  entrepreneur.  Gene  CarUsle  believes  in  free  enterprise  and 
in  creating  opportunities  for  others.  His  support  of  Southern  Miss  is  one  way 
he  helps  others  achieve  their  dreams. 

"A  good  education  and  good  teachers  in  grades  K-12  eliminate  the  need 
for  so  many  prisons  and  remedial  measures,"  Carlisle  said.  "I've  been  blessed 
with  resources  and  entrusted  with  tools  and  assets.  While  I'm  here,  I'm  here 
to  serve,  to  make  this  world  a  better  place  to  be." 

DRS.  WILLIAM  AND  HANNELORE  GILES 

Two  well-known  Hattiesburg  physicians,  William  G.  And  Hannelore 
Giles,  have  retired  from  their  medical  professions  but  not  from  service  to 
south  Mississippi  and  surrounding  communities.  Through  their  $1  million 
commitment  to  fund  presidential  scholar- 
ships at  the  USM  Honors  College,  the  Giles 
are  planting  seeds  of  hope  for  the  University 
and  community  as  well  as  for  scholarship 
recipients. 

"For  a  long  time  we  have  wanted  to  do 
something  for  the  community  to  express 
our  appreciation  of  the  many  blessings  we 
have  received  here  in  Hattiesburg,"  said  Dr. 
Hannelore  Giles.  "We  feel  the  best  way  to 
accompUsh  this  is  to  support  The  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi's  Presidential 
Scholarship  Fund." 

Maureen  Ryan,  dean  of  the  USM  Honors  College,  said  the  presidential 
scholarship  is  the  University's  most  lucrative  and  prestigious  scholarship, 
recognizing  students  who  have  demonstrated  academic  excellence  in  high 
school  and  who  will  continue  to  be  challenged  academically  through  the 
USM  Honors  College.  Presidential  scholarships  pay  for  four  years'  tuition, 
full  room  and  board,  some  books,  and  if  necessary,  out-of-state  fees,  making 
each  scholarship  currently  estimated  to  be  worih  $32,600  to  in-state  recipi- 
ents and  $49,000  to  out-of-state  recipients. 

"We  feel  that  attracting  top  students  is  the  best  way  to  help  the  University 
grow  and  prosper,"  said  Dr.  WiUiam  Giles,  who  understands  the  value  of 
scholarships.  He  and  his  wife  were  both  scholarship  recipients  during  their 
educational  years.  "Hopefully  these  students  will  be  able  to  continue  the 
practice  of  supporting  others  later  in  their  lives." 

The  Dr.  William  G.  Giles  and  Dr.  Hannelore  H.  Giles  Presidential 
Scholarships  will  fund  10  scholarships  for  incoming  freshmen  next  fall,  with 
preference  given  to  science  scholars.  The  2002-2003  scholarships  will  be 
awarded  to  seven  in-state  and  three  out-of-state  freshmen  and  will  be  in 
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During  the  Black  Tie  annual  event  on  April  26, 
Ira  Middleberg,  president  of  the  USM 
Foundation  Executive  Board,  presented 
portraits  of  Gallery  of  Benefactors  members 
to  be  added  to  the  Hall  of  Benefactors  in  the 
Aubrey  Keith  Lucas  Administration  Building. 


effect  for  four  years  unless  tlie  recipient  forfeits  it  througfi  cfioice  or  by  failure  to  maintain  scholarship 
criteria.  At  the  end  of  four  years,  the  scholarship  cycle  will  renew. 

Maureen  Ryan  said  the  gift  from  the  Giles  will  significantly  enhance  Southern  Miss'  ability  to  attract 
the  best  undergraduate  students.  "These  very  bright  students  are  nurtured  by  the  enriched  curriculum 
of  the  Honors  College,"  she  said.  "At  the  same  time,  they  raise  the  level  of  academic  performance  in 
classes  throughout  the  University  The  Honors  College  is  excited  about  and  grateful  for  this  gift,  which 
wall  have  a  profound,  positive  effect  on  the  students  who  receive  the  Giles  presidential  scholarships  in 
the  years  to  come." 

MARY  AND  JOSEPH  TATUM  JR. 

The  desire  to  provide  academic  scholarships  while  offering  career-enhancing  work  opportunities 
through  the  USM  libraries  led  Mary  and  Joseph  Tatum  Jr.  of  Hattiesburg  to  establish  an  endowment 
in  March  at  Southern  Miss.  Through  a  combination  gift/pledge  valued  at  more  than  $1  million,  the 
Tatums  have  given  to  date  the  largest  private  gift  ever  to  be  designated  for  USM  libraries. 

When  fully  funded,  the  Mary  and  Joseph  Tatum  Jr.  Library  Intern  Endowment  for  Students  will 
finance  library  internships  at  Southern  Miss  for  two  graduate  and  13  undergraduate  students  with 
preference  given  to  children  of  Hattiesburg  City  and  Forrest  County  employees.  Through  this 
endowment,  Mary  and  Joseph,  who  are  both  fourth-generation  Forrest  Countians,  are  combining 
their  interests  in  education,  libraries,  and  improved  benefits  for  public  employees. 

"We  were  looking  for  an  opportunity  to  give  back  to  those  who  help  to  make  Forrest  County  such 
a  fine  place  to  grow  up,"  said  Joseph  Tatum.  "This  area  has  always  been  pro-business,  and  much  of 
its  success  is  due  to  the  dedicated  public  employees  of  Hattiesburg  and  Forrest  County  By  helping 
their  dependents,  we  are  investing  in  this  community's  future." 

Awarded  on  a  semester  basis,  the  internships  will  be  renewable  for  up  to  seven  semesters  for 
undergraduate  students  and  for  up  to  three  semesters  for  graduate  students  who  continue  to  meet 
full-time  student  status,  maintain  a  minimum  grade-point  average  of 
2.5,  and  receive  satisfactory  work  performance  evaluations.  Areas  of 
service  for  interns  will  depend  on  the  student's  skills  and  the  level  of 
supervision  required. 

Mary  Sutherland  Tatum,  a  1974  Southern  Miss  graduate,  has  long 
held  an  interest  in  the  libraries  in  her  community  In  addition  to  her 
support  of  USM  libraries,  she  has  served  on  the  Hattiesburg  Public 
Library  Board  of  Directors. 

"The  librar)'  at  Southern  Miss  is  a  hidden  jewel  m  Hattiesburg," 
Joseph  Tatum  said.  "Under  Jim  Martin's  leadership,  the  USM  library 
is  becoming  the  library  of  the  future.  We  believe  these  internships 
will  give  students  skills  that  will  be  with  them  for  the  rest  of  their 
lives." 

Jim  Martin,  professor  and  dean  of  University  Libraries,  said  the  Tatum  gift  comes  at  a  time  when 
state  resources  are  severely  constrained,  and  the  endowment  addresses  an  important  part  of  the 
library's  budget:  student  wages. 

"We  rely  greatly  on  our  student  employees,"  Martin  said.  "Mar)'  and  Joseph  Tatum's  gift  of  funding 
for  15  library  internships  is  a  boon  for  us,  for  our  student  employees,  for  the  city  of  Hattiesburg,  for 
Forrest  County,  and  for  the  entire  University  "  H^ 

—  Donna  McGuyer 


New  Honor  Club  Members 

SINCE  LAST  ISSUE 

GALLERY  OF  BENEFACTORS 

Drs.  William  and  Hannelorl  Giles 
Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

Mary  and  Joseph  Tatum  Jr. 
Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

PRESIDENT'S  CIRCLE 

Spencer  Adams  III 
Mobile,  Ala. 

Gary  R.  Parr 
Memphis,  Tenn. 

James  K.  Dukes 
Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

Dr.  Charles  R.  and  Mrs.  Lena  Brent 
Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

K.  Paige  and  Debbie  Howell 
McComb,  Miss. 

ASSOCIATES  FOR  EXCELLENCE 

Tom  and  Claire  Brantley 
Tampa,  Fla. 

Garland  and  Kay  Honeycutt  Brasvvell 
Mountain  Brook,  Ala. 

Charles  V.  and  Helen  H.  Cullefer 
Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

Iris  Michael  Easterling* 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Jeffery  and  Peggy  Johnson 
Ames,  Iowa 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Douglas  P.  Mackaman 
St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Andy  and  Stage  Mercier 
Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

Todd  Mixon 
Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

Down  R.  Mitchell  II 
Biloxi,  Miss. 

Ralph  T.  Simmons 
Laurel,  Miss. 

Brittany  Thames 
Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

Larry  and  Carol  Watson 
Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

Thomas  and  Mary  Wolfe 
Hoover,  Ala. 


*Third  Associates  for  Excellence 
Membership 


SUMMER  2002 


15 


1 


He's  Got  Game 

After  enduring  a  year  of  natural  disasters,  no-show  partners  and  cold 
showers,  alumnus  breaks  bridge  record  and  lives  to  tell  about  it. 

^  \  By  Sonny  Marks 


Jim  Barrow  '69  would  like  to  meet  a  single  woman  who,  like  him,  lives 
in  southwest  Louisiana.  He  is  having  a  problem,  though,  since  many 
women  apparently  don't  know  what  to  make  of  the  fact  that  he  plays 
bridge  for  a  living. 

"They  have  no  way  to  relate  to  you.  You  just  look  like  maybe  you're  a  ne'er- 
do-well,"  he  said. 

Barrow,  who  earned  a  bachelor's  degree  in  business  administration  from 
Southern  Miss,  now  splits  his  time  between  fishing  and  playing  bridge.  In  1999, 
he  traveled  more  than  93,000  miles  around  the  country  to  break  the  record  for 
the  most  bridge  masterpoints  in  a  year.  He  spent  most  of  last  year  collaborating 
vA\h  Lake  Charles,  La.,  resident  Kay  Blake  on  a  book  about  the  subject. 

"Record  Run"  made  its  debut  March  2001  in  Kansas  City  at  the  Amencan 
Contract  Bridge  Leagues  national  tournament.  The  self-published,  soft-cover 
book  has  since  been  mentioned  m  the  New  York  Times'  bndge  column. 

Barrow  played  bridge  in  the  student  union  while  a  student  at  Southern  Miss. 
"The  temptation  frequently  was  to  be  a  little  late 
for  class,  maybe  miss  class,"  he  said.  "There  were 
always  enough  people  to  get  up  a  game." 

After  college,  his  uncle  hired  him  to  sell  utility 
poles.  "I  had  a  secretary,  a  car,  an  expense 
account,  and  had  all  of  New  Mexico  and  north- 
em  Texas  m  my  territory.  I  would  take  the 
electrical  people  to  lunch.  I  did  that  a  year,  very 
well,"  he  said.  "It  was  a  soft  life.  I  had  a  pretty 
good  time  hosting  and  chaperoning  people 
around.  Then  I  asked  myself,  'Do  I  really  want  to 
say  that  I  am  the  best  telephone  pole  salesman 
that  ever  lived?'" 
He  left  that  job  for  the  bridge  circuit. 

Investment  expert  'Warren  Buffett  once  said,  "Bndge  is  such  a  sensational 
game  that  I  wouldn't  mind  being  in  jail  if  I  had  three  cellmates  who  were  decent 
players  and  who  were  willing  to  keep  the  game  going  24  hours  a  day" 

Barrow  said  the  attraction  lies  m  the  complexity  "Most  games-gin,  Monopoly 
or  whatever-once  you  learn  it  and  play  it  awhile,  it  gets  boring,"  he  said.  "You 
pretty  much  know  everything  there  is  to  know  about  it.  I  can  explain  everything 
about  bridge  to  you  and  you  would  understand  it,  OK?  The  problem  is,  it  would 
take  five  years  to  explain  it,  and  by  the  time  we  got  to  the  end,  you  wouldn't 
remember  anything  I  told  you  from  the  start.  You  have  to  experience  it  all." 

Barrow  played  in  47  tournaments  to  gain  3,584.26  masterpoints,  shattering 
the  15-year-old  record  by  more  than  300  points.  A  handful  of  people  every  year 
try  what  he  did.  According  to  Barrow,  they  lack  one  or  more  of  three  necessary 
elements:  money  time  or  skill. 

Blake  bankrolled  him  for  the  year  in  exchange  for  Barrow's  cooperation  on 
the  book.  Barrow  had  no  family  obligations,  which  left  him  free  to  travel. 

He  had  the  skill,  as  he  is  one  of  30  to  50  professional  bridge  players  in 
America,  They  make  money  by  playing  with  amateurs,  often  $250  to  $300  per 
session.  In  his  quest  to  break  the  record,  Barrow  played  three  sessions  of  11  to 


12  hours  a  day  Near  the  end  of  1999,  he  said,  "It's  misery,  OK?  It's  misery  to  go 
out  and  play  bridge  every  day  for  a  year." 

He  flew  with  45  pairs  of  underwear,  45  pairs  of  socks  and  two  laundry  bags. 

One  of  the  challenges  was  finding  and  keeping  bndge  partners  on  the  road. 
He  had  partners  lined  up  m  most  cities.  In  Austin,  Texas,  and  Chicago,  they 
didn't  show  because  of  car  trouble.  A  partner  in 
Oklahoma  City  Okla.,  had  a  kidney  stone  and  one 
m  Regma,  Canada,  developed  shingles. 

He  had  a  dispute  with  a  partner  m  Houston. 
BaiTow  told  Blake  at  the  time,  "If  I  have  another 
tournament  like  this,  I'll  probably  jump  off  a 
building." 

Barrow  posted  subpar  results  much  of  the 
year  and  worried  that  he  wouldn't  break  the 
record.  After  a  March  tournament  in  Long 
Beach,  Calif.,  he  threw  his  logbook  into  the 
Pacific  Ocean. 

In  two  weeks  in  the  fall,  he  flew  from 
California  to  'Virginia,  back  to  California, 
then  back  east  to  Pennsylvania.  On  a  flight 
to  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  the  plane  circled 
as  the  pilot  announced  that  there  was 
smoke  in  the  baggage  compartment.  Turned  out 
warning  light  was  out  of  order. 

Once  m  Grand  Rapids,  he  stayed  in  tournament  lodging,  which  was  a  dor- 
mitory at  the  local  university  He  moved  to  a  Motel  6,  which  had  no  hot  water. 
Barrow  missed  part  of  a  tournament  in  Sacramento  because  a  wake-up  call 
never  came.  In  San  Bernardino,  Calif.,  an  earthquake  was  his  alarm  clock.  He 
flew  out  of  Oklahoma  City  on  the  morning  of  May  3.  Later  m  the  day  a  torna- 
do in  the  area  killed  more  than  40  people. 

Barrow  took  delight  in  small  pleasures  away  from  the  bridge  table.  He  found 
a  gnlled  chicken  pita  he  liked  in  a  Chicago  restaurant,  so  he  ordered  it  for  eight 
straight  meals.  At  a  Marnott  in  Boston,  he  took  advantage  of  the  24-hour 
Haagen-Daz  ice  cream  room  service. 

It  was  m  Boston  at  the  end  of  November  that  he  broke  the  record.  Barrow 
returned  for  a  week  to  Lake  Charles  after  that,  then  played  the  year's  remaining 
tournaments  in  Indianapolis,  Palm  Springs  and  Kansas  City 

On  New  Year's  Eve,  he  had  an  invitation  for  dinner  in  Kansas  City  He  accept- 
ed, then  felt  guilty  about  not  playing  in  the  last  event  of  the  year. 

According  to  the  book,  "He  didn't  have  a  partner,  so  he  wandered  over  to  the 
playing  area.  People  were  already  in  a  festive  mood,  many  with  drinks  in  hand. 
Jim  chatted  with  a  number  of  them,  but  no  appropnate  partner  seemed  readily 
available." 

Barrow  walked  away  only  to  reconsider  and  return.  He  found  a  partner  and 
played  his  18,504  hand  of  the  year  ^ 

This  article  appears  courtesy  of  the  American  Press,  Lake  Charles,  La. 
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A  Balancing  Act 

Ask  Lincoln  Warren  111  what  he  does  in  his  spare 
time,  and  you  might  get  a  laugh  out  of  the  com- 
puter science  major 

While  juggling  a  full  load  of  classes,  a  full-tmie  job 
as  youth  minister  at  Hattiesburg's  Heritage  United 
Methodist  Church,  and  a  family  that  includes  3-year-old  triplets,  ver)'  little  ol 
Warrens  time  falls  under  the  categor)'  of  spare. 

"There's  not  enough  hours  in  the  night  to  even  sleep,"  he  laughs  when  talk- 
ing about  his  daily  schedule.  However  Wanen,  31,  slowed  down  this  summer, 
taking  a  break  from  classes  before  starting  again  this  fall,  which  will  be  his  last 
semester.  He  said  the  time  away  from  the  classroom  would  give  him  an  oppor- 
tunity to  recharge  his  energy  and  meet  his  goal  of  graduating  in  December. 

"I  just  tell  myself  if  I  can  make  it  to  the  summer,  I  can  step  back  and  rest," 
said  the  senior  from  Jackson. 

Those  who  know  Warren,  including  his  instructors  m  the  Computer  Science 
Department,  talk  of  a  student  who  would  have  every  reason  not  to  perform 
above  average  because  of  his  taxing  schedule,  but  continues  to  excel  in  his  stud- 
ies. For  his  effort  and  commitment,  Warren,  a  Deans  List  scholar,  was  honored 
at  the  Southern  Miss  Awards  Day  event  this  spring  with  the  Computer  Science 
Department's  Bob  Cold  Award,  given  annually  to  an  outstanding  senior  who 
exemplifies  a  strong  work  ethic. 

The  award's  namesake.  Bob  Cold,  was  a  student  serving  in  the  military  who 
was  enrolled  in  a  program  at  Southern  Miss  in  the  1970s  known  as  the  "boot- 
strap program,"  geared  toward  helping  persons  serving  in  the  armed  forces  earn 
a  college  degree.  Cold  was  determined  to  complete  his  computer  science  degree 
at  USM,  even  after  being  diagnosed  with  terminal  cancer.  The  award  has  been 
given  since  1976. 
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"He  just  has  an  extremely  positive  attitude,"  computer  science  instructor 
Mar)'  Gregg  said  of  Warren.  "He  has  done  his  work  and  done  it  right.  He  never 
complains.  I  really  respect  him  greatly  He's  the  kind  of  student  1  enjoy  being 
around,  one  of  the  reasons  why  I  enjoy  teaching.  One  Lincoln  Warren  goes  a 
long  way  to  reward  you  as  a  teacher." 

Mike  Hennington,  who  works  with  Warren  as  minister  of  education  and 
worship  at  Heritage  United  Methodist,  is  equally  impressed  at  the  contnbution 
Warren  has  made  to  the  church  and  how  he  balances  work,  family  and  school. 

"It's  amazing  to  me  how  he  gets  it  all  in,"  Hennington  said.  "I  don't  know 
when  he  sleeps,  to  tell  you  the  truth.  He's  definitely  been  a  tremendous  asset  to 
the  youth  program  and  to  all  of  our  programs  in  the  last  six  years.  Our  youth 
involvement  has  been  tremendous  during  that  time." 

Warren  said  he  became  inspired  to  pursue  a  degree  m  computer  science 
when  his  wife,  Nancy,  convinced  him  to  take  a  course  with  her.  From  there,  he 
began  the  course  work.  "I've  always  been  interested  in  computers,"  he  said.  "I've 
learned  a  lot  from  my  professors  at  USM." 

Warren  plans  to  pursue  a  career  in  the  computer  industry  after  he  graduates. 

His  parents  are  Lynn  and  Lincoln  Warren  of  Jackson.  His  father  serves  as 
manager  of  public  affairs  for  the  Mississippi  Economic  Council. 

And  it's  family-and  his  faith-that  have  helped  Warren  stay  afloat  while  nav- 
igating the  crowded  schedule  he  maintains.  Asked  how  he's  made  it  this  far 
while  succeeding  academically  caring  for  his  three  children  and  meeting  his 
obligations  at  work-and  keeping  his  sanity-Warren  is  quick  to  credit  those  clos- 
est to  him  and  a  higher  power  for  keeping  him  on  course. 

"Whenever  I  thought  I  couldn't  get  ever)'thing  done,  I  knew  He  would  make 
it  work  out,"  he  said.  ^^ 

—  David  Tisdale  '90,  '01 
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By  Tabitha  Northrop 


A  grassroots  campaign  set  Joey 
Fillingane  '94  apart  from  his  competi- 
tors m  the  political  arena,  and  in 
1999,  he  became  the  youngest  Republican  mem- 
ber of  the  Mississippi  House  of  Representatives. 
Only  29,  Fillingane  has  amassed  a  list  of  accom- 
plishments that  many  twice  his  age  would  envy, 
accomplishments  that  were  achieved  because  of 
a  straightforward  attitude,  unbridled  enthusiasm 
and  plain  hard  work. 

Fillingane's  political  aspirations  and  ability  to 
look  beyond  his  own  realm  began  during  his 
childhood.  "Instead  of 
watching  early  morning 
shows,  I  was  always  interest- 
ed in  the  news... Growing  up 
m  the  1980s,  I  looked  up  to 
Ronald  Reagan,"  he  recalled. 
Fillingane  was  active  in  stu- 
dent government  in  high 
school  and  joined  the 
College  Republicans  upon 
entering  Southern  Miss. 
After  initially  following  a 
pre-med  curriculum,  this  Honors  College  stu- 
dent graduated  summa  cum  laude  with  a 
bachelor  of  science  degree  in  poUtical  science 
and  a  minor  in  criminal  justice.  "I  always  knew  I 
wanted  to  pursue  politics,  but  I  didn't  know 
how  to  parlay  medicine  into  the  political  arena.  1 
decided  to  take  a  political  science  course,  and  I 
fell  in  love  with  it,"  he  said.  Fillingane  then 
chose  to  attend  law  school,  which  "provided  a 
way  for  me  to  make  a  living  and  easily  interact 
with  the  political  world,"  he  said. 

After  passing  the  bar  exam,  Fillingane  began 

Rep.  Joey  Fillingane  in  front  of  the 
Administration  Building  on  USM's  campus. 


working  for  Mississippi  Supreme  Court  Chief 
Justice  Edwin  Pittman  '57,  who  encouraged  him 
to  pursue  a  career  in  pohtics. 

Less  than  a  year  after  finishing  law  school, 
Fillingane  embarked  on  his  first  political  cam- 
paign when  the  representative  for  District  101 
decided  not  to  seek  reelection.  He  left  his  posi- 
tion at  the  Supreme  Court  and  began  working 
part  time  with  the  W  J.  Gamble  III  P.  A.  Law 
Office  of  Purvis.  Mornings  were  spent  in  the 
office,  but  each  afternoon  for  nine  months 
straight,  Fillingane  campaigned  door-to-door 
throughout  Forrest  and  Lamar  counties.  "I  had  a 
great  time  meeting  people  and  getting  support," 
he  said.  Some  individuals  were  surprised  to  find 
a  political  candidate  at  their  doorstep,  but  none 
were  actually  rude,  Fillingane  said.  However,  he 
did  remember  one  woman,  a  staunch  Democrat, 
who  slammed  her  screen  door  when  she  discov- 
ered his  party  affiliation.  "There  was  not  a 
Democratic  candidate  for  the  seat,  and  she  was 
angry  because  she  couldn't  vote  for  her  party" 
he  said,  chuckling. 

Fillingane's  personal  and  low-budget 
approach  proved  to  be  effective,  because  he 
received  the  largest  percentage  of  votes  in  the 
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Republican  primary,  even  though  his  competi- 
tors were  older,  established  businessmen  with 
families.  He  next  survived  a  runoff  and  followed 
with  a  win  in  the  general  election  against  an 
Independent  to  claim  District  lOl's  seat.  "After 
the  election,  many  people  approached  me  and 
said  they  voted  for  me  because  I  took  the  time 
to  talk  to  them." 

Fillinganes  door-to-door  campaign  not  only 
provided  him  with  his  first  political  office,  but  it 
also  allowed  him  to  explore  the  needs  and  con- 
cerns of  his  constituents  on  a  deeper  level  than 
most  public  servants.  "There  is  a  great  diversity 
of  opinion  in  our  district... many  have  great 
ideas  that  can  lead  to  the  development  of  legis- 
lation or  things  of  that  nature,"  he  said. 

House  Bill  51,  in  Fillinganes  opinion,  is  the 
most  important  piece  of  legislation  passed  dur- 
ing his  term,  in  which  he  was  directly  involved. 
The  bill  allows,  at  the  discretion  of  the  school 
district,  for  a  moment  of  silence  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  school  day  In  addition,  it  placed 
plaques  bearing  the  motto  "In  God  We  Trust"  in 


Fillingane,  along  with  the  Speaker  of  the  House  and 
five  pages  from  Oak  Grove,  during  the  2002  session. 


school  classrooms.  Other  legislation  supported 
by  Fillingane  was  last  year's  ban  on  providing 
state  taxpayer  money  for  abortions,  such  as 
those  performed  in  state-operated  facilities,  and 
this  Junes  procuring  of  funds  for  the  expansion 
of  the  Nissan  plant  in  Canton,  which  he  believes 
will  provide  "a  great  economic  boost  to  the 
state." 

He  also  supports  redistrictmg  the  State 


Institutions  of  Higher  Learning  (IHL)  Board  of 
Trustees,  a  resolution  that  will  appear  on  the 
ballot  for  consideration  in  2003.  Currently  IHL 
board  members  are  selected  from  districts  drawn 
in  1940,  which  is  more  favorable  for  the  north- 
ern part  of  the  state  and  the  institutions  located 
in  the  region.  "Reshaping  the  districts  from 
which  IHL  tnjstees  are  selected  would  bring 
more  regional  equity  Hopefully  this  action 
would  give  USM  and  the  southern  part  of  the 
state  representation  that  has  been  sorely  lacking 
in  the  past,"  said  Fillingane. 

Fillingane  said  his  position  in  the  State  House 
of  Representatives  has  allowed  him  a  great 
opportunity  to  serve  the  public  as  well  as  to  do 
something  he  loves.  "As  an  attorney  I  enjoy 
working  within  the  parameters  of  the  law  and 
helping  people  through  various  situations,"  he 
said.  "But,  as  a  legislator  and  public  servant,  I 
can  directly  address  the  needs  of  those  in  my 
district;  I  don't  have  to  accept  the  status  quo, 
because  1  have  a  forum  to  submit  changes  to 
laws,  and  that  is  deeply  satisfying."   5^ 
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By  Bonnie  Gibbs  '97 
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Having  served  Southern 

Miss  as  a  professor, 

department  cliair  and  vice 

president,  Dr.  Slielby 

Thames  '59,  '61  tal<es  the 

helm  as  the  University's 

eighth  president 


h  like  its  new  occupant,  the  office  of 
Southern  Miss'  eighth  president,  Dr.  Shelby 
Thames  '59,  '61,  is  the  embodiment  of 
school  pnde.  The  walls,  a  soft  gold,  have  been  coat- 
ed with  a  paint  developed  by  the  polymer  science 
department.  Ink  drawings  of  campus  scenes  and  a 
sketch  of  the  Aubrey  Keith  Lucas  Administration 
Building  line  the  office  walls.  Sitting  on  various 
shelves  are  statues  of  eagles.  On  his  coffee  table  is  a 
recent  copy  of  The  Taloir,  on  top  of  a  nearby  shelf  sit 
several  issues  of  The  Student  Printz-  Near  a  doorway 
are  a  pair  of  black  and  gold  umbrellas  and  a  hat 
emblazoned  with  the  Conference  USA  logo. 

It's  a  fitting  office  for  a  man  who  has  been  inex- 
tricably linked  to  the  University  for  the  past  48 
years.  Thames  began  his  association  with  USM 
when  he  enrolled  as  a  student  in  1Q54.  He  said  he 
has  fond  memories  of  the  fnendly  campus  and  the 
personal  attention  he  received  from  his  professors. 
"The  people  who  taught  me  were  my  friends,"  he 
said,  adding  that  Southern  Miss  continues  to  keep 
its  focus  on  the  students.  "Educating  students  is 
USM's  priority;  everything  else  is  secondar)-.  1 
believe  we  try  hard  to  keep  students  from  being  a 
number.  Our  faculty  and  staff  have  a  close  relation- 
ship to  the  student  body " 

And  Thames  should  know.  A 
former  faculty  member,  he  is  in  the 
unique  position  of  having  ser\'ed 
Southern  Miss  in  several  capaci- 
ties. Since  he  began  employment 
with  the  University  m  1964,  he 
has  served  as  an  assistant  professor 
of  chemistry,  professor  of  chem- 
istry professor  of  polymer  science, 
and  founder  and  first  chair  of  the 
polymer  science  department. 
Thames  has  also  served  as  dean  of 
the  College  of  Science  and  the 
College  of  Science  and  Technolog)', 
vice  president  for  administration 
and  regional  campuses,  execuUve 
vice  president  of  the  University 
and     distinguished     University 


research  professor.  His  dedication  to  USM  was  rec- 
ogmzed  in  1998  with  the  opening  of  the  $29 
million  Shelby  Freeland  Thames  Polymer  Science 
Research  Center. 

Recently  The  Talon  sat  down  with  Thames  to  dis- 
cuss the  University,  his  plans  for  its  growth  and  how 
alumni  can  contribute. 

Describe  the  current  state  of  Southern  Miss. 

Southern  Miss  is  very  strong,  even  though  we've 
been  through  several  years  of  budget  cuts.  But  the 
cuts  have  not  been  done  at  the  expense  of  our  aca- 
demic community  We  have  maintained  a  strong 
faculty  and  we  have  maintained  our  reputation  as 
a  fine  institution.  Recently,  the  Carnegie 
Foundafion  designated  us  as  a  Doctoral/Research- 
Extensive  Institution,  which  puts  us  in  an  ehte 
categor}'.  Only  the  nation's  top  150  institutions 
earn  that  designation. 

Southern  Miss  is  a  friendly  institution;  we  are 
ver)'-  student-oriented.  USM  grows  on  you.  You 
come  here,  and  you  get  a  passion  for  the  campus 
and  the  people.  I  don't  see  any  real  weaknesses. 
Certainly  there  are  programs  we'd  like  to  have  but 
do  not. 

Perhaps  one  weakness,  if  you  can  call  it  that,  is 
that  we  don't  have  enough  money  to  do  what  we 
would  like.  There  are  three  sources  of  revenue  we 
rely  on:  state  appropriations,  student  tuitions  and 
external  funding,  such  as  research  contracts  and 
grants.  As  you  know,  the  state  can  only  give  so 
much,  and  we've  just  about  reached  our  limit  for 
tuition  costs.  That  leaves  external  funding,  and  our 
faculty  has  done  a  fantastic  job  of  doing  so  much 
with  that.  But  1  believe  that  helps  shape  the  faculty 
we  have.  Each  realizes,  "If  1  want  to  do  better,  1 
have  to  be  better.  And  1  can  do  it  myself." 

The  only  thing  limiting  the  growth  of  our  facul- 
ty are  their  own  ambifions.  For  those  looking  to 
work  hard  to  improve  themselves,  Southern  Miss  is 
an  ideal  environment.  By  the  end  of  my  tenure,  I 
would  like  to  be  able  to  count  10  millionaires  who 
came  from  the  faculty  of  this  University  1  want 
them  to  develop  the  economy  of  this  area,  to 
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Thames  sui'veys 
the  view  of  M.M, 
Roberts  Stadium 
from  the 
president's  box. 


spawn  small  businesses  and  to  hire  our  students. 
The  ideal  breeding  ground  for  success  is  here. 

The  point  is,  we're  either  moving  ahead,  or 
we're  falling  behind.  We  need  to  be  dynamic,  from 
the  bottom  to  the  top.  'We  must  have  strong  lead- 
ers who  can  say,  "This  is  what  Southern  Miss  must 
be,  and  I'm  going  to  do  what  it  takes  to  get  us 
there."  I  believe  we  have  those  leaders  here.  It's 
why  we've  been  able  to  make  things  happen  here. 

You've  often  said  perception  is  reality.  How  do  you 
believe  that  applies  to  Southern  Miss? 

USM  often  keeps  its  head  down  and  works 
hard.  'We  are  far  better  than  we  think  we  are.  I'll 
give  you  some  examples.  Dr.  Dan  Kuglar  wdth  the 
U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  has  been  working 
with  us  and  has  been  on  campus  several  times. 
After  his  fourth  or  fifth  visit,  he  told  me  how  he 
describes  USM  to  people  in  Washington,  D.C.  He 
said  we  are  the  Harvard  of  the  South.  Dr.  Roger 
Porter,  who  has  set  up  a  competing  polynner  sci- 
ence program  at  the  University  of  Massachusetts 
Amherst,  told  Dr.  Lucas  that  the  biggest  problem 
with  USM  is  that  it  doesn't  understand  how  good  it 
is. 

If  students  do  their  part,  they  can  get  just  as 
good  an  education  here  as  they  can  at  Harvard.  Do 
I  believe  that?  I  absolutely  do.  Where  did  I  send  my 
children?  Right  here. 

With  this  Carnegie  Foundation  ranking,  we  are 
placed  in  the  top  10  percent  of  all  institutions  in 
the  country.  We  have  a  world-class  polymer  science 
program.  We  have  a  fine  education  program.  We 
graduate  more  teachers  in  the  state  than  any  other 
school.  Our  fine  arts  program  has  some  of  the  best 
teachers  anywhere.  Our  College  of  Business 
Administration  is  an  untapped  resource.  Our 
College  of  Community  and  Health  Sciences  is 
growing  by  leaps  and  bounds.  We  need  to  focus  on 
those  pockets  of  high-quahty  programs  and  make 
them  A-plus  while  bringing  up  supporting  pro- 
grams at  the  same  time.  We  need  to  emphasize  all 
programs  and  add  a  little  more  emphasis  on  certain 
programs  we  do  especially  well. 


You  have  been  a  part  of  this  institution  for  decades, 
first  as  a  student,  then  as  a  member  of  our  faculty 
and  staff,  and  now  as  president.  Do  you  believe 
your  extensive  knowledge  and  experience  with 
Southern  Miss  will  help  you  as  president? 

I  hope  it  vvdll  make  me  a  better  president.  I  know 
the  challenges  a  faculty  member  faces.  I  know  there 
are  some  daily  processes  that  take  longer  than  they 
should.  I  can  help  streamline  processes  for  faculty 
members.  I  can  talk  with  the  staff  and  explain  the 
intricacies  of  being  a  faculty  member.  I  know  the 
problems  that  come  with  being  a  department  chair 
I've  been  one  and  can  understand  what  they  face.  I 
know  they  should  be  respected,  as  they  are  impor- 
tant to  the  vision  of  the  programs  they  oversee. 

The  staff,  faculty  and  students  must  form  a  sup- 
portive network.  We  need  to  keep  as  a  daily  thought, 
"What  can  I  do  to  help  USM?"  Pretty  soon,  this  way 
of  thinking  becomes  a  way  of  life,  but  it  takes  time 
and  focus.  It  goes  back  to  knowing  how  to  help  and 
empower  the  people  who  come  to  you.  It's  about  try- 
ing to  help  people,  becoming  a  more 
customer-friendly  institution,  with  every  one  of  us 
being  as  supportive  as  possible. 

What  can  alumni  and  friends  of  the  University  do 
to  help  move  Southern  Miss  to  the  next  level? 

Word  of  mouth  is  our  most  powerful  marketing 
tool,  and  I  see  our  alumni  as  a  great  source  of  those 
types  of  referrals.  It's  exceedingly  important  what 
alumni  think  and  believe  is  important.  They  are  crit- 
ical to  the  success  of  USM.  Alumni  need  to  become 
more  involved  in  the  University  and  likewise,  the 
University  needs  to  become  more  involved  with  its 
alumni.  On  a  daily  basis,  we  should  be  working  on 
what  causes  alumni  to  become  disengaged  after  they 


leave  here.  Then,  how  do  we  work  on  those  reasons? 
I  tell  my  polymer  science  students,  once  a 
Golden  Eagle,  always  a  Golden  Eagle.  Respect  to  my 
students  doesn't  end  when  they  cross  the  stage  at 
graduation.  By  the  same  token,  respect  to  the  school 
doesn't  end  either.  It's  a  lifelong  relationship  we 
have,  like  a  marriage. 

What  is  your  vision  for  the  future  of  the  Gulf  Coast 
campus?  How  do  you  foresee  the  two  campuses 
working  together? 

Southern  Mississippi's  population  density  is 
increasing,  and  so  is  the  Gulf  Coast's.  This  part  of 
the  state  is  growing  by  leaps  and  bounds.  Let's  pre- 
tend the  University  is  100  years  old  and  therefore 
has  100  years  of  growth  under  its  belt.  Now  that  the 
Gulf  Coast  campus  is  a  comprehensive  institution 
like  the  Hattiesburg  campus  is,  we  can  implement 
what  we've  learned  over  the  past  100  years.  In  other 
words,  with  the  Hattiesburg  campus'  experience,  it 
will  be  as  though  the  Gulf  Coast  campus  has  been 
operating  for  85  years.  There  is  going  to  be  tremen- 
dous growth  in  a  short  time  frame.  I  like  to  say  the 
only  difference  between  the  Hattiesburg  and  Gulf 
Coast  campuses  is  60-plus  miles. 

Do  I  think  the  Gulf  Coast  campus  is  important  to 
us?  Absolutely  We've  become  a  strong  political  force 
as  we  work  together.  We  are  making  Southern 
Mississippi  a  place  to  be  envied.  Hattiesburg  needs 
the  Gulf  Coast,  and  the  Gulf  Coast  needs 
Hattiesburg.  Working  together,  we  make  a  better 
and  stronger  Southern  Miss, 

What  do  you  consider  to  be  your  greatest  profes- 
sional accomplishment,  or  have  you  had  it  yet? 

I  hope  I  haven't  had  it  yet.    S* 


"If  students  do  their  part  they  can  get  just  as  good 
an  education  here  as  they  can  at  Harvard.  Do  I 
believe  that?  I  absolutely  do.  Where  did  I  send  my 
children?  Right  here." 
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By  Judy  Smith  '97,  '99 


If  Head  Football  Coach  Jeff  Bower  had  a  crystal  ball,  he  might  use  it  to  see 
what  the  2002  season  holds  for  the  Golden  Eagles.  And  although  he 
might  see  some  hazy  spots  and  a  few  question  marks  at  key  positions, 
there  is  also  plenty  to  smile  about.  You  can't  help  but  smile  about  a  team  that 
has  a  preseason  ranking  of  number  26  by  The  Sporting  News,  six  All- 
American  candidates,  11  All-Conference  candidates,  18  returning  starters, 
another  challenging  schedule  of  six  home  games-a  first  in  more  than  20 
years-and  at  least  three  national  television  appearances.  While  Bower  said  he 
is  impressed  with  the  preseason  national  attention  his  team  has  received,  he 
said  he  puts  more  stock  in  how  his  team  prepares  during  practice  and  in 
game  time  situations. 

The  2002  season  could  be  deemed  a  season  of  transition-a  changing  of 
the  guard  at  quarterback  and  various  positions-but  it  will  also  mark  the 
reappearance  of  a  familiar  face:  Derrick  Nix.  With  the  graduation  of  Jeff  Kelly 
to  the  professional  ranks,  Bower  and  his  staff  have  yet  to  name  a  starting  sig- 
nal caller.  In  their  offensive  arsenal,  the  Golden  Eagles  have  three  talented  big 
guns  who  could  each  step  m  and  capably  lead  the  black  and  gold  down  the 
gridiron. 

While  many  would  be  concerned  or  even  frantic  about  not  having  a  des- 
ignated quarterback,  offensive  coordinator  Chris  Klenakis  said  he  doesn't  see 
this  as  a  bad  situation.  "This  is  what  you'd  call  a  good  problem,"  Klenakis 
said  with  a  laugh.  "We've  got  three  really  good  guys  [sophomore  Micky 
D'Angelo,  junior  Zac  White  and  redshirt  freshman  Dustin  Almond]  who  are 
still  competing  for  the  position.  I  feel  that  this  is  a  good  thing  because  any- 
time you  have  competition,  you're  going  to  get  better.  And  the  competition 
is  definitely  close  with  these  guys." 

With  the  competitive  heat  on,  these  three  gunslingers  will  jockey  for  the 
quarterback  position  right  up  to  the  start  of  the  season  during  two-a-days 


this  fall.  Each  athlete  is  capable  of  taking  over  the  controls  for  the  Golden 
Eagles,  bringing  their  own  special  talents  to  the  field.  According  to  Klenakis, 
D'Angelo  has  a  "good  field  sense,  great  awareness  and  is  very  accurate." 
White  is  "a  good  pocket  passer,  sees  the  field  well  and  is  also  very  accurate." 
Almond  is  "very  athletic,  strong  and  has  the  ability  to  make  big  plays  for  us." 

Another  precious  asset  sure  to  bring  a  fiery  spark  in  the  offense  is  the 
return  of  running  back  dynamo  Derrick  Nix,  who  redshirted  in  2001  and 
missed  half  of  2000  due  to  a  kidney  infection  and  an  adverse  reaction  to 
medication.  Nix  poses  a  triple  threat  as  he  can  throw  a  block  for  other 
Golden  Eagle  receivers  and  running  backs,  has  soft  hands  that  can  snare  in 
a  pass,  and  is  swift  on  his  feet  as  he  heads  for  the  goal  line.  Coaches  are  opti- 
mistic he  will  return  to  his  former  glory  that  saw  him  rush  for  more  than 
1,000  yards  in  each  of  his  first  two  seasons. 

"He's  a  heck  of  a  player,  and  we  are  excited  to  have  him  back  playmg  wiih 
us,"  said  Head  Coach  Jeff  Bower.  "Obviously  he  brings  a  lot  to  the  lineup. 
He's  a  strong  running  back,  a  good  receiver  and  a  good  defender.  He's  intel- 
ligent and  does  everything  well.  He  should  be  a  major  help  to  the  offense  and 
really  help  the  running  game.  The  key  for  us  to  get  better  is  for  us  to  become 
a  better  running  team.  Last  year,  we  weren't.  We  hope  that  with  Derrick's 
help,  this  year  we  can  become  a  better  running  team  so  that  we  can  compete 
on  the  level  that  we  know  we  are  capable  of.  It's  critical  for  us  to  become  bet- 
ter at  running  the  football." 

A  key  component  of  the  offense  that  often  gets  overlooked  but  is  crucial 
to  the  success  of  any  squad  is  the  offensive  line,  and  Klenakis  said  he  is  con- 
fident in  the  work  that  these  players  have  put  in.  The  0-line  returns  four 
starters:  seniors  Jeremy  Bridges,  Torrin  Tucker  and  Jason  Jimenez  and  jun- 
ior Jim  Hicks.  Bridges,  who  is  the  only  returning  offensive  player  named  to 
the  All-Conference  USA  team  last  season,  and  Tucker  join  Nbc  as  Ail- 
American  candidates  on  the  offensive  side.  Tucker,  who  has  been  a 
three-year  starter  at  the  strong  side  guard  position,  has  27  career  starts  and 
led  the  team  in  pin  blocks  last  season.  With  an  experienced  cast  of  offensive 
linemen  and  a  ready  reserve  of  young  talent,  the  Golden  Eagles  have  plen- 


ty of  soldiers  they  can  depend  on  to  do  battle  in  the  trenches  for  the 
Southern  Miss  offense.  "With  four  returning  starters  and  a  fifth  starter  who 
played  half  the  season  last  year,  you've  got  to  feel  pretty  good,"  Klenakis 
said.  "Also,  a  lot  of  our  younger  players  have  really  stepped  in,  and  we've 
got  more  depth  than  we've  ever  had." 

Depth  is  also  something  the  Southern  Miss  defense  has  prided  itself  in. 
The  defense  returns  plenty  of  talented  and  expenenced  veterans.  Named  to 
the  Butkis,  Lombardi  and  Nagurski  awards  watch  lists,  Rod  Davis  returns  at 
middle  linebacker  for  the  second  year  and  hopes  to  improve  upon  last  sea- 
son, where  he  led  the  team  in  tackles  with  100.  Coming  off  an  impressive 
sophomore  campaign  that  saw  him  earn  All-Conference  USA  first-team  hon- 
ors is  cornerback  Greg  Brooks,  who  led  the  team  last  year  with  three 
interceptions  and  set  a  school  record  with  18  pass  breakups.  Another  major 
asset  to  the  defense  is  sophomore  Skylor  Magee,  who  was  named  to  The 
Sporting  News  Freshman  All-American  team,  making  five  of  the  past  six  years 
that  a  Golden  Eagle  was  named  to  the  freshman  Ail-American  team. 

In  all,  eight  starters  return  to  defensive  coordinator  Tyronne  Nk's  squad. 
"It's  great  to  have  these  guys  who  understand  what  we're  doing  and  have  that 
experience,  knowing  what's  expected  of  them  and  how  to  react  during  a 
game,"  Nix  said.  "These  guys  have  been  there  and  are  more  advanced 
because  of  their  experience.  They  have  just  learned  to  respond  better,  and 
they  show  up  in  the  fall  ready  to  go.  That's  so  valuable  for  the  team  and  for 
us  as  coaches,  and  they're  also  strong  leaders  for  us." 

To  complement  those  experienced  veterans,  Nk  said  don't  be  surprised  to 
see  some  new  faces  on  the  held  this  fall.  Nix  said  the  Golden  Eagles  have 
recruited  strong,  talented  players  who  will  add  to  the  depth  of  the  defensive 
squad.  One  of  these  talents,  Ronald  Jones,  a  junior  college  transfer  defensive 
end  from  Gulf  Coast  Community  College,  was  named  the  conference  new- 
comer of  the  year.  Jones  enrolled  at  Southern  Miss  in  spring  2002  and  was 
able  to  go  through  spring  workouts  with  the  team. 

"We  signed  some  kids  from  the  junior  college  and  high  school  ranks  who 
we're  really  excited  about  coming  in  and  playing  for  us,'  Nix  said.  "We  feel 
that  we've  got  a  lot  of  new  players  that  can  go  in  and  make  some  really  big 
plays  for  us." 

These  players  will  join  a  defense  that  has  a  long-standing  tradition  of 
greatness,  domination  and  an  ability  to  fly  around  the  field  in  attack  of  their 
prey  While  these  facts  may  seem  remarkable  to  the  average  person,  Nix  and 
his  players  have  taken  these  accomplishments  in  stride.  "I  think  it  just 
comes  down  to  hard  work,"  Nix  said.  "We  expect  to  be  good  and  want  to 
live  up  to  those  standards.  We  work  hard  in  the  off-season.  We  feel  that  we 
can  compete  with  anybody  in  the  countr);  and  we  base  ever)-thing  on  effort 
and  hard  work." 
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One  area  that  the  coaches  are  expecting  some  extra  hard  work  in  this  fall 
IS  the  special  teams  unit.  The  squad  returns  only  one  starter,  senior  punter 
Mark  Haulman,  and  the  coaching  staff  had  to  find  a  replacement  for  gradu- 
ating kicker  Brant  Hanna.  Bower  has  said  the  kicker  position  belongs  to 
senior  Curt  Jones.  "The  special  teams  unit  is  critical  to  the  team,  and  this  is 
an  area  that  I'd  like  see  improve  this  season,"  Bower  said.  "Last  year,  we 
weren't  that  good  in  our  punt  and  kickoff  returns,  and  we've  got  to  improve 
upon  that.  We've  got  to  get  better  at  protecting  the  ball  and  making  big  plays. 
We  worked  a  lot  of  people  in  special  teams  this  spring,  and  we  feel  that  we've 
got  a  lot  of  guys  who  can  step  up  and  really  help  us  out.  I  hope  that  they  can 
make  an  important  contribution  to  the  team  this  fall." 

With  a  ready  arsenal  of  young  talent,  gifted  returning  stars  and  an  excel- 
lent coaching  staff,  the  Golden  Eagles  are  a  force  to  be  reckoned  with.  Still, 
the  true  test  of  any  team  is  their  performance  in  the  fall,  and  Bower  said  he 
cannot  wait  to  see  how  his  team  fares  in  actual  game  situations. 

Entenng  his  twelfth  season  at  the  helm  of  the  Golden  Eagles,  Bower  still 
shows  a  youthful  exuberance  of  a  love  for  the  game  and  the  excitement  of 
new  challenges.  Those  new  challenges  will  come  in  the  form  of  a  season  jam- 
packed  with  tough  battles  against  nationally  ranked  opponents,  matchups 
against  six  teams  that  received  bowl  invitations  in  the  2001  season,  tough 
conference  battles  and  sbc  home  matches  in  The  Rock,  a  fact  that  brings 
delight  to  the  coaches  as  well  as  the  athletic  administration. 

"It's  always  great  to  play  in  front  of  your  home  crowd,  and  we've  got  a 
pretty  good  winning  percentage  at  home,"  Nix  said.  "It's  also  fun  for  the  play- 
ers because  they  get  the  chance  to  play  in  front  of  their  family  and  friends. 
There's  nothing  like  playing  at  home." 


Director  of  Athletics  Richard  Giannini  shares  Nix's  enthusiasm  about 
playing  six  games  in  Hattiesburg.  "Our  fans  are  very  excited  about  having  six 
home  games  this  season  and  the  quaUty  of  the  schedule  [including  games 
with  m-state  opponent  Jackson  State,  Big  10  Conference  champion  and 
Sugar  Bowl  participant  Illinois,  and  Conference  USA  and  Liberty  Bowl 
champion  Louisville],"  Giannini  said.  "It  is  the  first  time  we  have  had  six 
home  games  in  Hattiesburg  in  a  long  time,  and  it  is  always  better  to  be  able 
to  play  at  home.  We  have  a  great  home  football  record  since  Coach  Bower 
took  over  the  program,  and  it  is  a  real  advantage  to  play  as  many  games  as 
possible  at  The  Rock." 

Bower  said  he  believes  the  University's  football  program  has  plenty  to 
offer  fans  this  season.  "I  think  this  is  the  best  home  schedule  that  we've  had 
m  a  long  time,"  Bower  said.  "We  are  playing  some  really  big  teams,  and  I 
think  there  are  going  to  be  some  pretty  exciting  games.  I  know  that  our  play- 
ers are  excited  about  playing  six  home  games,  and  we  always  play  better  in 
front  of  a  big  crowd." 

It's  a  safe  bet  that  Bower  will  see  plenty  in  that  crystal  ball  to  please  him, 
and  the  excitement  and  fan-frenzied  Saturdays  aren't  the  only  things  that  it 
might  reveal.  The  Golden  Eagles  have  been  working  hard  to  ensure  that 
they'll  be  ready  to  take  on  the  best  in  the  nation,  with  the  team's  ultimate  goal 
being  a  bid  to  the  Liberty  Bowl. 

"Every  year,  we  make  the  same  goal:  to  win  a  championship  and  go  to  the 
Liberty  Bowl,"  Bower  said.  "We  have  a  lot  of  expectations  for  ourselves,  and 
I  know  these  guys  are  going  to  work  hard  and  do  their  best  to  achieve  those 
goals.  We  weren't  too  happy  about  staying  home  last  year  after  the  season, 
and  we  want  to  change  that."   ^^ 
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37.  OXFORD  HOODED  SWEATSHIRT. 

55%  cotton,  45%  polyester,  full  zip, 

embroidered  design. 

Jansport. 

S-XL $38.95 

XXL $40.95 

38.  BLACK  SWEATSHIRT. 

80%  cotton,  20%  polyester,  embroidered  design. 
Quarter  zip  with  snap,  black  and  gold  trim  at  neck, 
sleeves  and  bottom. 
Cheyenne  River. 

S-XL $47.95 

XXL $49,95 

39.  OXFORD  HOODED  SWEATSHIRT. 

90%  cotton,  10%  polyester. 
Gear. 

S-XL $39.95 

XXL $41,95 

40.  GREEN  BANKERS  LAMR 

Marble  base  with  University  Seal. 
CSI  International  Manufacturer. 
$184.95 

41.  BLACK  SWEATSHIRT. 

55%  cotton,  45%  polyester,  applique  embroidered 

design. 

Jansport. 

S-XL $36.95 

XXL $38.95 

42.  OXFORD  SWEATPANTS. 

55%  cotton,  45%  polyester,  elastic  drawstring  waist 

band,  embroidered  design. 

Jansport. 

S-XL $28.95 

XXL $30.95 


43.  WHITE  CAR 

Embroidered  design. 
The  Game. 
$12.95 

44.  EAGLE. 

Crushed  pecan  shells. 
Red  Mill  Manufacturing  Company. 
$99.95 

45.  BLACK  V-NECK  SWEATSHIRT. 

80%  cotton,  20%  polyester,  embroidered  design. 
Cheyenne  River. 

S-XL $45.95 

XXL $47.95 

46.  GOLD  POLAR  FLEECE  SHIRT. 

100%  spun  polyester,  embroidered  design. 

Mr.  Augi's. 

S-XL $52.95 

47.  LIBERTY  ARM  CHAIR. 

Features  lasered  University  seal. 
Nichols  &  Stone. 

$350.00 

CaW  or  email  for  shipping  quotes. 

48.  CREAM  STEIN. 

$19.95 

49.  BLACK  VISOR. 

Embroidered  design. 
The  Game. 
$14.95 


50.  GOLD  VISOR. 

Embroidered  design. 
(The  Game). 
$12.95 

51.  HIGHBALL  GLASS. 

12  oz. 

Nordic  &  Company. 
$5.95 

52.  GLASS  STEIN. 

Nordic  &  Company. 
$6.95 

53.  DOUBLE  GLASS. 

14  oz. 

Nordic  &  Company. 
$5.95 

54.  WHITE  CAP 

Embroidered  design. 
The  Game. 
$12.95 

55.  OXFORD  SWEATSHIRT. 

80%  cotton,  20%  polyester,  embroidered  applique 

design. 

Mr.  Augi's. 

S-XL $42.95 

XXL $44.95 

56.  WHITE  CAR  TAG. 

WHS  &  Associates. 
$4.95 


Golden  Eagle  Fan  101 

A  FAN-FRIENDLY  GUIDE  ON  HOW  TO  ENJOY 
SOUTH  MISSISSIPPI'S  BIGGEST  FOOTBALL  PARTY 


If  it's  been  a  while  since  you've  attended  a  home  football  game,  or  if  this 
season  will  be  your  first,  you'll  want  to  brush  up  on  a  few  game-day 
basics  before  making  the  trip  to  Hattiesburg.  With  the  help  of  Paul 
Batchelder,  assistant  athletic  director/marketing  and  promotions,  and  Walt 
Denton  '96,  '97,  account  executive  with  the  GodwinGroup,  the  staff  of  The 
Talon  has  compiled  a  list  of  things  fans  new  and  old  need  to  know  about 
game-day  fun  to  fully  enjoy  Saturdays  at  The  Rock. 


FreqiiPntlv  A<;kpH  niipstinns 
When  and  how  do  people  tailgate? 

No  Southern  Miss  game  day  is  complete  without  a  full  day  of  tailgating 
activities,  and  pregame  and  postgame  actnities  take  place  all  over  campus. 
Some  especially  popular  spots  are  in  The  District  (the  area  in  front  of  the 
Ogletree  Alumni  House);  Loyalty  Field  (AKA  the  old  intramural  field);  and 
Championship  Lane  (the  service  road  that  runs  alongside  Loyalty  Field). 
Tailgating  begins  whenever  you  want  it  to.  Some  fans  begin  setting  up  tents  in 
The  District  as  early  as  Friday  afternoon,  while  others  find  a  spot  on  game  day 


Where  can  I  pack? 

As  you  pull  mto  campus  on  game  day  you  may  see  barricaded  parking 
lots.  These  are  reserved  for  Eagle  Club  supporters,  depending  on  their  level 
of  membership.  Any  areas  outside  of  these  lots,  however,  are  free  and  open 
10  the  public.  Below  is  a  map  of  reser\'ed  lots;  for  further  information,  visit 
www.southernmiss.com. 


SSOO  minimum  U^,  Qub  L. 

S7S0  minimum  U^,  Oub  U 

Ut12Are<P>ri<ln| 

$250  minimum  E.,1.  Club  L. 

Ut13Ar..P.rkln| 
Motor  Home  PiHtInf 
S1000  minimum  U^lt  Oub  L 


1  Eatli  Oub  Lcnil 
mE.8l.aubU.. 


Must-do  Traditions 

No  game-day  weekend  is  complete  without  participating  in  some  of 
Southern  Miss'  time-honored  traditions. 


There  are  three  ingredients  to  a  successful  tailgate: 

1.  Stake  your  claim  early  Keep  in  mind  your  spot's  distance  from  The 
Rock  and  the  Eagle  Walk. 

2.  Be  comfortable.  That  can  mean  bringing  a  setup  as  elaborate  as  a 
motor  home  and  barbecue  gnll  or  as  simple  as  a  cooler  and  lawn 
chairs  under  a  shade  tree. 

3.  Bring  plenty  of  food  and  drinks.  Fire  up  your  grill,  pack  your  cooler 
with  treats  or  buy  a  meal  on  campus-just  be  sure  to  bring  enough 
goodies  to  last  through  the  postgame  fun. 


Where  Is  the  pregame  entertainment? 

The  Alumni  Association,  the  Athletic  Department  and  the  University  host 
live  music  at  a  few  locations  around  campus,  including 

•  on  the  comer  of  Fourth  Street  and  Eagle  Walk,  just  north  of  Oseola 
McCarty  residence  hall 

•  on  Loyalty  Field 

•  in  The  District,  located  in  front  of  the  Ogletree  Alumni  House. 

For  families,  there  is  the  Junior  Eagle  Fun  Land,  located  on  the  comer  of 
University  Boulevard  and  Eagle  Walk.  The  play  area  is  complete  with  moon- 
walk-t)'pe  ndes  and  child-fnendly  activities.  Plus,  Se)TOour  and  the  Southern 
Miss  cheerieaders  often  frequent  Fun  Land  following  Eagle  Walk. 


Friday  Night  at  the  Fountain,  the  Southern  Miss  Pep  Rally 

This  campus-  and  community-wide  event  takes  place  in  front  of  the 
Aubrey  K.  Lucas  Administration  Building  on  the  evening  prior  to  home 
games.  This  popular  event  includes  performances  or  appearances  by  the 
Southern  Miss  cheerieaders,  The  Pride  of  Mississippi  Marching  Band,  the 
Dixie  Dariings,  the  Southern  Misses,  Seymour  and  plenty  of  Southern  Miss 
revelr)'. 

Touch  the  Rock 

All  fans  are  encouraged  to  touch  The  Rock  during  tailgating  or  as  they 
make  their  way  into  the  stadium.  The  podium-sized  replica  of  the  original 
M.M.  Roberts  Stadium  is  accessible  during  tailgating  and  pnor  to  the  Golden 
Eagles  entering  the  stadium  for  pregame  warm-ups. 

Eagle  Walk  (the  event) 

The  Eagle  Walk  event  is  a  procession  of  the  ROTC  cannon.  The  Pride  of 
Mississippi  Marching  Band,  the  Dixie  Dariings,  the  Southem  Miss  cheer- 
leaders and  the  Southern  Miss  football  team.  The  procession  begins  at  the 
Ogletree  Alumni  House,  proceeds  norih  under  the  East  Rock  and  though  the 
Eagle  Walk  facility  and  concludes  at  the  new  athletic  center  The  Eagle  Walk 
event  takes  place  two  hours  before  kickoff  as  the  team  makes  its  final 
pregame  preparations. 
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Switch  to  the  only  credit  card 

program  that  helps  support 

Southern  Miss! 

The  NEW  Southern  Miss  Platinum  Plus®  MasterCard®  credit  card. 


Great  news!  We're  inti-oduciiig  a  brand  new  credit  card 
program  for  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi — one 
that  offers  you  no  annual  fee,  a  low  annual  percentage  rate, 
peerless  benefits,  and  extraordinary  personal  Customer 
service.  And  best  of  all,  it's  an  easy,  convenient  way  to 
show  your  pride,  loyalty,  and  support  for  Southern  Miss! 

Every  time  you  use  your  Soudiern  Miss  MasterCard® 
credit  card  for  a  purchase,  MBNA  America  Bank,  N.A., 


will  make  a  contribution  to  Southern  Miss  through  the 
Alumni  Association — at  absolutely  no  additional  cost  to  you. 

Tliis  is  the  only  credit  card  program  endorsed  by 
The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Association. 
So  switch  to  tiie  only  card  tliat  says,  "Southern  Miss 
to  the  Top!" 

Request  your  Southern  Miss  MasterCard  credit 
card  today! 


CaU  toU-free 

1-866-438-6262 

TTT  users,  please  call  1-800-833-6262 

To  take  advantage  of  this  offer,  you  must  use 
priority  code  T4HD  when  calling. 

There  are  costs  associated  with  the  use  of  this  credit  card.  To  request  specific  information  about  the  costs,  you  may  contact  IVIBNA  America  Bank,  N.A., 
the  issuer  and  administrator  of  the  Platinum  Plus  credit  card  program,  by  calling  1-800-523-7666toll-freeor  by  writing  to  P.O.  Box  15020,  Wilmington, 
DE  19850.  MBNA,  MBNA  America,  and  Platinum  Plus  are  federally  registered  service  marks  of  MBNA  America  Bank,  N.A.  MasterCard  is  a  federally  regis- 
tered service  mark  of  MasterCard  International  Inc.,  and  is  used  by  MBNA  pursuant  to  license. 

&2002  MBNA  Amcnca  Bank,  N.A.  Ai:i-06-02-()225 
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A  Place  To  Call  Home 


By  Jack  Mitchell 


Barbara  Hadnott  stood  in  the  middle  of  her  living  room  as  something  she 
once  thought  she  would  never  be:  a  homeowner. 

"1  can't  believe  it  has  finally  happened.  I  really  feel  blessed,"  said  Hadnott, 
who  is  blind.  Through  the  Mississippi  Home  of  Your  Own  program,  a  semce  of 
Southern  Miss'  Institute  for  Disability  Studies,  Hadnott  negotiated  her  way 
through  the  process  of  buying  her  three-bedroom,  west  Jackson  home. 

"The)'  say  you  have  to  know  somebody  to  make  something  like  this  happen, 
but  1  didn't  know  anybody"  Hadnott  said.  "If  this  program  works  for  me,  it  can 
work  for  anybod)'." 

The  HOYO  program  assists  indmduals  with  disabilities  in  Mississippi  in  pur- 
chasing a  home.  HOYO  focuses  on  creating  a  support  system  that  will  identify 
potential  homebu)-ers,  analyze  their  housmg  needs  and  financial  capacity,  pre- 
pare them  for  home  ownership  and  match  them  to  an  appropnate  loan  product. 
'"We  saw  that  people  with  disabilities  were  not  afforded  the  opportunity  to  own 
their  own  homes,  like  ever)'body  in  America  should,"  said  Dr.  Royal  Walker, 
associate  director  of  the  Institute  for  Disability  Studies,  explaining  how  the 
HOYO  program  started.  "We  identify  people  who  are  interested  in  owning  their 
own  home.  We  work  with  them  and  counsel  them  on  the  process  of  buying  a 
home  so  they  have  a  full  understanding  of  what  it  takes  to  own  a  home." 

Walker  said  the  program  has  helped  nearly  30  Mississippians  with  disabilities 
to  become  homeowners.  "We're  ver}'  proud  of  this  program,"  he  said. 

Hadnott,  who  grew  up  in  Jackson,  moved  back  to  Mississippi  from 
Shre\-eport,  La.,  when  her  husband  died  nearly  six  years  ago.  At  the  time,  she 
said,  she  asked  her  mother  and  father  if  she  could  come  back  home. 

"I  told  them  it  would  only  be  for  six  months,"  she  said.  "That  six  months 
turned  into  five-and-a-half  years." 

In  that  time,  though,  she  was  moving  steadily  toward  owning  her  own  home. 
She  learned  about  the  Home  of  Your  Own  program  during  a  conference  in  1998. 
"To  own  your  own  home  is  the  American  dream,"  Hadnott  said.  "People  think 
that  a  person  with  a  disability  has  to  live  with  someone  else,  a  caregiver,  but  we 
are  first-class  citizens  like  everyone  else.  We  go  to  work.  Our  kids  go  to  school. 


To  be  integrated  into  the  commu- 
nity just  means  a  lot." 

With  the  help  of  IDS  staff  and 
Trustmark  National  Bank 
Assistant  Vice  President  Ernestine 
Billbrew,  she  began  the  process 
two  or  three  times.  "It  took  us  a 
while,"  said  Billbrew.  "We  would 
get  to  a  point  where  we  would 
finally  have  all  the  paperwork 
done,  and  then  we  would  find 
that  some  of  the  earlier  documents 


Hadnott 


had  ex-pired.  So  we  had  to  start  all  over  again." 

But,  Hadnott  said  she  never  lost  faith. 

"It  has  taken  about  two  years  to  get  through  the  prequalifying  and  to  find  the 
house,"  Hadnott  said.  "The  Lord  says  that  everybody  has  a  place  they  belong, 
and  1  feel  like  this  has  always  been  my  home.  It  just  took  me  a  while  to  find  it." 

Billbrew  said  she  is  glad  Hadnott  persevered.  From  the  standpoint  of  a  lender, 
HOYO  borrowers  are  good  customers.  "I  can  truly  say  that  we  have  worked  with 
this  program  since  1998  and  we  have  had  no  delinquencies  in  this  program.  It 
is  a  fantastic  program.  The  loans  perform  well." 

And,  besides,  it's  a  good  feeling  to  help  someone  realize  a  dream,  Billbrew 
added.  "1  guess  that's  the  biggest  part,"  she  said.  'A  lot  of  time,  just  the  thought 
of  home  ownership  is  so  far-fetched  from  anything  they  thought  they  could  ever 
do.  To  bnng  that  joy  is  really  gratifying." 

The  Institute  for  Disability  Studies  is  Mississippi's  University  Center  for 
Excellence  in  Developmental  Disabilities  Education,  Research,  and  Service 
(UCE)  headquartered  for  25  years  at  Southern  Miss.  The  institute  provides  uni- 
versity training,  community-service  activities,  and  research  and  information  that 
promote  the  independence,  productivity  and  community  inclusion  of  individu- 
als with  disabilities  and  their  families.  S^ 
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The  University  of  Southern  IMississippi 
versus  University  off  Alabama 


Event  runs  September  3-19. 
Trophy  to  be  presented  on  game  day. 

Donate  today  at  your  local  United  Blood  Service  center 

located  in  Hattiesburg,  Jackson,  Laurel,  Meridian,  and 

Tuscaloosa.  You  can  also  call  about  mobile  unit  sites 

around  Mississippi. 

For  more  information,  contact  the  Alumni 

Association  at  alumni@usm.edu  or  601-266-5013  or 

call  United  Blood  Services  at  601-264-0743. 
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WorkableSolutions 

New  Ph.D.  program  offers  working  students  flexibility 

By  Jack  Mitchell 


By  Sara  Kimmel's  estimation,  Southern  Miss'  Ph.D.  program  in  internation- 
al development  was  the  answer  to  a  prayer  A  single  parent  who  was  in  no 
position  to  quit  her  job  as  a  cash  flow  and  economic  analyst  for  the  state  trea- 
surer's office,  Kimmel  was  able  to  take  advantage  of  the  program's  nontraditional 
approach  and,  on  May  10,  became  its  first  graduate. 

"I  looked  at  several  Ph.D.  programs  around  the  South,  but  with  two  children 
to  support,  I  was  not  in  a  position  to  quit  my  job  and  go  back  to  school,"  she 
said.  "The  program  at  USM  answered  a  prayer  for  me.  It's  been  great." 

The  program  utilizes  executive-type  scheduling,  Internet  technologies  and 
close  working  relationships  with  mentoring  professors  to  open  opportunities  for 
nontraditional  students. 

"One  of  the  amazing  things  about  the  program  is  the  way  it  maintained  the 
academic  ngor  [despite  its  nontraditional  structure] ,"  Kimmel  said.  "The  integn- 
ty  of  the  education  was  high;  the  things  we  were  required  to  do 
were  tough." 

"Sara  Kimmel  is  precisely  the  sort  of  person  program  direc- 
tor Mark  Miller  and  I  had  in  mmd  when  we  began  to 
conceptualize  this  innovative  Ph.D.,"  said  Dr.  Tim  Hudson, 
dean  of  the  College  of  International  and  Continuing  Education. 
With  her  Ph.D.,  Kimmel  said  she  will  be  able  to  bring  more 
value  to  her  job,  something  not  lost  on  her  boss.  State  Treasurer 
Marshall  Bennett.  "This  is  an  encouraging  example  of  lifelong 
learning  and  speaks  well  of  USM's  commitment  to  workforce 
development,"  Bennett  said.  "Using  technology  to  maximize 
the  use  of  time  is  a  perfect  fit  for  today's  world  in  the  2 1st  cen- 
tuiy" 

Given  the  way  the  program  is  structured,  Kimmel  said  she  was  able  to  bal- 
ance the  ngorous  course  work  with  the  demands  of  her  job  and  her  children. 


Dr.  Sara  Kimmel 


10-year-old  Jordan  and  7- 
year-old  Jacob.  "It  really  did 
balance  out,"  she  said. 

Regular  class  meetings  were 
held  in  an  online  chatroom  and 
the   on-campus  class  meetings 
were  scheduled  well  in  advance. 
"Because   of  that,   I  was  able   to 
arrange  childcare,"  she  said.  "Family 
and  friends  helped  out." 

"Most  of  the  30-some  students  currently 
involved  in  the  program  are  working  profes- 
sionals like  Sara,  actively  participating  from  across 
the  state  of  Mississippi  and  from  Texas  to  Washington, 
D.C.,  to  Connecticut,"  said  Dr.  David  Butler,  a  USM  faculty  member  who  joined 
the  program  this  year  to  guide  the  students  in  research  methods  and  grant  writ- 
ing. "Sara's  dedication  and  success  has  been  a  model  for  all  the  other  students." 

Kimmel  said  one  of  the  best  aspects  of  the  doctoral  program  is  the  way  her 
multidisciplinary  committee-chaired  by  Dr  Amy  Chasteen  Miller  of  USM  and 
including  faculty  from  MiUsaps,  Jackson  State  and  USM-worked  with  her. 

"I  don't  know  that  I  could  have  done  it  without  the  tremendous  committee  1 
had,"  she  said.  "Each  person  on  my  committee,  as  individuals,  has  been  a  men- 
tor." 

Kimmel  said  she  will  now  turn  her  attention  to  explonng  adjunct  teaching 
opportunities  m  the  Jackson  area  and  publishing  her  dissertation.  Sources  oj 
Me^-personal  Power  and  Burners  to  Female  Candidacy  for  Political  Office.  She  hopes 
that  her  research  will  identify  barriers  to  women  running  for  political  office  in 
Mississippi  and  open  up  more  opportunities  for  female  candidates.  ^^ 


$100  Off  Your  Next  Home  Mortgage  Loan 

Receive  a  $100  origination  fee  discount  on  any  new  home  mortgage  loan.  Certificate  requires  approval  of  a  mort- 
gage loan  application  with  Union  Planters  Bank  and  is  subject  to  applicable  underwriting  standards.  Offer  valid  for 
fixed-  and  adjustable-rate  mortgage  loans  on  owner-occupied  property.  Offer  is  not  valid  for  revolving  home  equity 
lines  of  credit  or  second  mortgages.  Certificate  is  for  one-time  use  only  and  cannot  be  combined  with  other  special 
promotions.  Offer  valid  only  at  Union  Planters  Direct  Lending  Department,  2 1 5  Forrest  Street,  Hattiesburg,  MS 
39401.  Call  601-554-2034  or  800-986-2462  ext.  2034.  Limit  one  per  household. 

Account  Number: 

UP  Emplovee: 
Date  Redeemed: 

Offer  expires  03-31-03. 
Member  FDIC 

SOLUTION: 

AUNION 

PIANTERS 

BANK 

1  FKinFR 

1 
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THE  T.ALON 


ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION 


ASSOCIAT,      NEWS 


The  Souihern  Miss  Alumni  Assocuuion  Hxccuiue  Loniniiucc  aiul  new  mem- 
bers of  the  board  of  direclors  took  their  posts  July  1 .  Board  members  ser\'e  a 
three-year  term,  and  temis  \My  for  exeeuti\'e  committee  members,  rollowing  is 
an  introduction  to  the  Associations  cxecutiw  commitiec. 

p^^^^H  Edward  J.  "Ed"  Langton  70,  president 

^^^^^^tk       l-^ington,  is  currently  chairman  of  the  board  and  CEO  for 

•       ^K]  Grand  Bank  of  Hattiesburg.  He  is  also  the  founder,  chairman 
^^J   \   '>nd  CEO  of  Mortgage  Funding  Corporation,  and  is  founder 

^  ^<^lf  J  and  chairman  of  IF-I  Foundation,  a  nonprofit  charitable  foun- 
^^^^^RH  dation.  Additionally  he  ser\'es  as  director  of  the  Pine  Burr  area 
^^^^^I^H  Bo\-  Scouts  of  Amenca  Executive  Board. 
^^^^^^^  Lington  was  1995-96  president  and  is  a  past  director  of 
the  USM  Foundation,  where  he  sen'ed  on  the  Nomination  and  Bylaw 
Committee,  the  Executive  Committee,  and  was  chairman  of  the  Honors  Club 
(1993-94)  and  vice  president  (1994-95).  Langton  served  as  president-elect 
(2001)  and  vice  president  (2000")  for  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association.  He 
is  a  director  and  past  chairman  (1995-99)  of  the  Advisory  Board  of  the  DuBard 
School  for  Language  Disorders  and  has  been  its  fund-raising  campaign  chair- 
man since  1990. 

Langton  has  received  numerous  awards,  including  the  1997  Non-Rotarian 
Paul  Hams  Fellow  Award  and  the  2000  Silver  Beaver  Award,  given  by  the  Pine 
Burr  Area  Council  of  Boy  Scouts  of  America. 

He  and  his  wife,  Lynda  Mathews  Langton  74,  ha\'e  two  children.  Lance  and 
Lauren.  They  attend  First  Baptist  Church  in  Hattiesburg. 


^     I  Dr.  Eugene  D.  Owens  73,  '84,  president-elect 

^B^^  Owens,  who  resides  in  Laurel,  received  his  master's  and 

K|  ^M       doctorate  in  education  from  Southern  Miss  and  his  bachelors 
1^^.  2       degree  from  Jackson  State  University  Owens  began  his  teach- 
^^^■r        ing  career  as  a  teacher  for  the  Holmes  County  School  Distnct, 
^■■^^    later  moving  on  to  teach  for  the  Laurel  School  Distnct.  During 
^^^F^^B  his  time  with  the  Laurel  School  District,  he  served  m  several 
^^A-^^   capacities,   including  principal,   director  of  elementary 
schools,  assistant  supenntendent  and  superintendent.  He  is  currently  an  assis- 
tant professor  of  education  at  William  Care)'  College  in  Hattiesburg. 

Owens  is  an  active  member  of  his  community  and  has  served  on  the  board 
of  directors  for  numerous  organizations,  including  Cnmestoppers  of  Jones 
County;  the  Salvation  Army;  and  the  Child  Abuse  Council,  Jones  Count)' 
Chapter.  He  is  on  the  Jones  County  Chapter  of  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni 
Association  Board  of  Directors,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  for  the 
Lauren  Rogers  Museum  of  Art. 

He  and  his  wife,  Carolyn  Phillips-Owens,  have  two  children,  Tonya  and 
TofQer,  and  one  grandchild,  Bnttany  The  Owens  attend  St.  Paul  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Laurel. 

Tom  Potter  '64,  vice  president 

Potter,  uce  president  of  Trustmark  National  Bank  m 
Jackson,  is  an  investment  representative  dedicated  to  the  pri- 
vate banking/executive  professional  group.  He  is  responsible 
for  marketing  and  selling  trust,  investment  management, 
Trustmark  financial  services  and  incorporated  products. 

An  active  alumnus,  he  is  a  past  president  of  the  Atlanta 
chapter  of  the  Alumni  ^Association  and  served  a  three-year 
term  with  the  USM  Foundation  Board  of  Directors.  Potter  is  also  chairman  of 
the  Membership  and  Retention  Committee  for  the  Rotary  Club  of  Jackson, 
serves  on  the  Steenng  Committee  for  the  Mental  Health  Association,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Finance  Committee  for  the  Mississippi  Chapter  for  U.S.  OKinpic 
fund-raising. 

Potter  is  mamed  to  Paula  Bnede,  a  former  Dixie  Dariing.  The  couple,  who 
has  four  children  and  seven  grandchildren,  reside  in  Madison. 

Sharon  Herrin  '67,  '84,  past  president 

Hemn  is  a  teacher  at  Slidell  High  School  in  Slidell,  La.,  and  chairs  the 
school's  social  studies  department.  She  has  been  selected  as  an  Educator  of 
Distinction  and  is  a  member  of  the  National  Education  Association,  Delta  Kappa 
Gamma.  She  is  also  active  in  cumculum  development. 

Herrin,  whose  family  has  a  long  histor}-  with  the  University,  is  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Southern  Miss  community.  She  has  been  a  member  of  the  Eagle  Club, 


the  now-defunct  Athletic  Committee,  the  Athletic  Search 
Commiiiec  (basketball  coach),  the  Athletic  Enhancement 
Commiitee  (.she  chaired  the  Marketing  Sub-Committee),  and 
the  Alumni  Association.  Herrin  has  served  in  several  capaci- 
ties for  the  Association,  including  vice  president  and 
president-elect,  and  served  on  the  board  of  directors  and 
Tradition  Enhancement  Committee.  She  received  the 
Association's  Outstanding  Service  Award  and  the  Continuous 

Outstanding  Service  Award,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame. 
An  avid  Southern  Miss  fan,  Sharon  and  husband  Herman  '68  are  season 

ticket  holders  for  football,  men's  and  women's  basketball,  baseball  and  softball. 

She  said  she  is  looking  forward  to  enjoying  the  University's  other  sports,  plays 

and  concerts  upon  retirement  and  will  "move  to  Hattiesburg  so  that  every 

activity  will  not  be  a  road  trip." 

The  Hernns  have  two  sons,  both  Southern  Miss  graduates:  Layne  Herrin  '96 

and  Scott  Herrin  '96,  '99. 


M^ff^  '\  Todd  Mixon  '71,  Finance  Committee  chair 

B^^^^V  3  Mixon,  an  Indianola  native,  earned  his  bachelor's  degree 
^^L  pM  in  banking  and  finance  from  Southern  Miss  in  1971.  He 
I^H  V  completed  studies  at  Mississippi  School  of  Banking  and  the 
K^^t.  !lj  Banking  School  of  the  South  m  1975  and  1979,  respectively 
Hjl^^^  ^H  As  a  student  at  Southern  Miss,  Mixon  worked  as  a  runner 
^^^^^^^k  for  First  Mississippi  National  Bank.  Eventually,  he  worked 
HBHft^^B  his  way  up  to  vice  president  of  branch  operations,  then  to 
senior  vice  president,  commercial  lending,  then  to  regional  executive. 
Currently  he  is  regional  president  and  CEO  of  Union  Planters  Bank,  N.A., 
Hattiesburg  Division. 

Mixon  is  a  member  of  the  Mississippi  Bankers  Association  and  is  a  board 
member  of  the  Salvation  Army,  Boys  and  Giris  Club,  and  the  Boy  Scouts.  He 
also  serves  as  chairman  of  the  Planning  Committee  of  Temple  Baptist  Church. 

Mixon  and  his  wife,  Pam,  have  two  children:  Ion,  26,  and  Jill,  16. 

Following  is  an  miroduction  of  neii'  mcmhcn  of  the  board  of  direclors. 

Dr.  Wayne  T.  Adl<ison  '69 

Adkison,  who  resides  in  Moss  Point,  received  a  bachelors 
of  science  degree  in  manne  biology  from  Southern  Miss  in 
1969,  then  went  on  to  complete  studies  at  the  University  of 
Mississippi's  physical  therapy  school  in  1976  and  dental 
school  m  1982. 

Adkison  worked  as  a  fishenes  biologist  for  the  U.S. 
Bureau  of  Commercial  Fishenes  from  1969-70.  In  1970,  he 
began  working  for  the  U.S.  Navy  as  a  line  officer  and  diving  officer,  positions 
he  held  for  three  years. 

In  1976,  Adkison  went  on  to  work  as  a  physical  therapist  in  Mendian,  and 
in  1982,  he  returned  to  Moss  Point  to  practice  general  dentistn;  which  he  con- 
tinues to  do. 

An  active  supporter  of  Southern  Miss,  Adkison  has  sen'ed  as  an  officer  in 
the  M  Club  and  Pi  Kappa  Alpha  fraternity  Additionally  he  is  involved  in  cnic 
and  church  organizations  in  Moss  Point. 

■[^^^g~^  Rosemary  G.  Aultman '73 

^^^^^^^  Aultman,  who  received  her  masters  degree  from  Southern 

^^^^^^^  Miss  in  1973,  is  currently  serving  as  the  first  female  mayor  of 
H^.*  ^V  the  city  of  Clinton.  Since  she  took  office  in  1993,  Clinton  has 
H^  ^^^  received  numerous  awards,  including  being  named  as 
^w'  '^^^H  Mississippi's  Most  Livable  City  in  1994  and  1997,  and  receiv- 
Bk  V  ^^^1   ing  the  City  of  Excellence  Award  for  efficient  city  semces. 

An  active  member  of  her  community,  Aultman  has  served 

as  president  of  the  Mississippi  Municipal  League  and  the  Mississippi 
Republican  Elected  Officials.  Presently  she  is  a  member  of  the  Central 
Mississippi  Planning  and  Development  District's  Steering  Committee,  serves  as 
chairman  of  the  Metropolitan  Planning  Policy  Committee  and  is  a  member  of 
the  CMPDD  Board  of  Directors. 

Aultman  is  also  a  supporter  of  Southern  Miss:  She  is  a  member  of  the 
Alumni  Association,  the  USM  Foundation  and  the  Eagle  Club.  Additionally, 
she  has  been  involved  with  several  civic  organizations,  including  the  Clinton 
Civic  League,  Clinton  School  Board  and  the  Clinton  Rotarv'  Club. 
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Michael  Callahan  '89 

Callahan,  who  resides  in  Hattiesburg,  is  currently  the 
\  oungest  Public  Service  commissioner  to  be  elected.  He  is 
.ently  serving  a  two-year  term  as  chairman  of  the  com- 
mission and  IS  actively  involved  with  two  regulatory 
organizations.  Additionally,  he  has  been  invited  to  serve  on 
the  Center  for  Public  Utilities  Advisor)'  Council. 

After  receiving  a  doctorate  of  juris  prudence  from 
Mississippi  College  School  of  Law  in  Jackson,  Callahan  worked  for  the  law  firm 
of  Lee  Rowell  and  Associates,  later  working  as  a  criminal  investigator  and  assis- 
tant distnct  attorney  for  the  Twelfth  Judicial  District  in  Hattiesburg.  Upon 
leaving  the  Distnct  Attorneys  Office  in  1995,  Callahan  started  his  own  law  prac- 
tice, Hall  and  Callahan.  He  practiced  law  until  accepting  the  position  of  the 
district  director  of  the  Southern  Distnct  Public  Service  Commission,  a  position 
he  held  until  February  1999. 

Callahan  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  and  a  past  president  of 
Southern  Miss'  M  Club.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Mississippi  Bar,  Mississippi 
Bar  Young  Lawyers  Division  and  the  American  Bar  Association. 

Kim  Gallaspy  '92,  '94 

Gallaspy  who  received  her  masters  degree  m  public  rela- 
tions from  Southern  Miss,  is  currently  executive  director  for 
the  Mississippi  Republican  Pany 

Gallaspy  has  been  active  in  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni 
Association's  Jackson  Metro  Chapter,  where  she  served  as 
president  and  also  was  a  member  of  their  Board  of  Directors. 
In  2000,  she  received  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association's 
Outstanding  Young  Alumna  Award. 

Additionally  Gallaspy  is  involved  in  several  civic  activities,  including  volun- 
teering for  the  Mississippi  Heritage  Trust  and  the  Habitat  for  Humanity  She  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Madison  County  Republican  Executive  Committee. 


9 


^■■■H  Thomas  Gibbens '86 

^^^^^^^  Gibbens  graduated  from  Southern  Miss  with  a  degree  in 
mm  -*-  ».  f  advertising  and  marketing.  Today  he  is  the  vice  president  and 
s-: '  general  manager  for  Lamar  Advertising  Company 

Gibbens  continues  his  support  of  the  Golden  Eagles  as  a 
member  of  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  and  the 
Eagle  Club.  He  has  served  as  an  officer  and  president  of  the 
Baton  Rouge  chapter  of  the  Alumni  Association.  In  fact,  the 
Alumni  Association  recognized  his  dedication  when  it  named  Gibbens  Most 
Outstanding  Chapter  President  in  1994-1995  and  Most  Outstanding  Alumnus 
m  1995. 

Additionally  Gibbens  is  treasurer  of  the  Jaycees,  a  member  of  the  American 
Advertising  Federation,  board  member  for  the  Texas  Outdoor  Advertising 
Association  and  a  charter  member  of  Montgomery  Farms  Hunting  Society 

Gibbens  resides  in  Houston  with  his  vidfe,  Leslye,  and  their  two  children, 
Benton  and  Caroline. 

Steve  Holifield  '78 

Holifield,  who  resides  in  Meridian,  is  cunently  employed 
with  Peavey  Electronics  Corporation  as  director  of  engineer- 
ing, international  procurement,  distribution  and  logistics. 

Holifield  established  and  staffed  an  International 
Purchasing  office  m  Hong  Kong,  China,  to  complement 
Peavey's  offshore  procurement  and  manufacturing.  Most 
recent  was  the  establishment  of  a  joint  venture  operation  in 
Brazil  for  the  manufacturing  and  distribution  of  products  m  South  Amenca. 
Additionally  he  is  accountable  for  the  development  and  achievement  of  divi- 
sional as  well  as  corporate  business  objectives,  along  with  budgetary  and 
financial  responsibilities. 

Since  graduation,  Holifield  has  completed  numerous  executive  business 
management  courses,  including  Executive  Business  Management  Development 
at  Dartmouth  College  and  Tuck  School  of  Business  m  Hanover,  N.H.  Holifield 
is  a  member  of  Sigma  Alpha  Epsilon  fraternity  serving  as  eminent  archon  while 
a  student  at  Southern  Miss.  Over  the  years,  he  has  served  on  numerous  civic 
and  ehuich  oiganizations  and  committees. 

Leonard  Van  Slyke  '66 

Van  Slyke  is  currently  a  shareholder  m  the  law  firm  of 
Heidelberg  and  'Woodliff,  PA.,  and  is  based  in  the  firm's 
Jackson  office.  He  serves  as  the  firm's  vice  president  and  sits 
on  Its  board  of  directors.  Since  1991,  his  peers  have  nomi- 
nated him  for  inclusion  m  The  Best  Lawyers  in  America. 

Since  graduating  from  Southern  Miss,  "Van  Slyke  has  been 
active  in  the  Alumni  Association.  He  has  served  on  the  board 
oi  diiectors  for  the  Hinds  County  alumni  chapter  and  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Eagle  Club  for  several  years. 

He  served  as  president  of  both  the  Hinds  County  Bar  Association  and  the 
Mississippi  Chapter  of  the  Federal  Bar  Association,  as  a  Trustee  of  the 
Mississippi  Tax  Institute.  Additionally  he  served  as  chairman  of  the  Taxation 
Committee  of  the  Mississippi  Bar  Association  and  is  a  member  of  the  Southeast 
Region  Liaison  Tax  Committee. 

Bryant  Wallace  '90 

Wallace's  support  of  Southern  Miss  began  when  he  was  an 
undergraduate  student:  He  was  an  active  member  of  both  the 
Student  Alumni  Association  and  Phi  Kappa  Tau  fraternity  In 
1990,  he  received  his  bachelor's  degree  m  accounting  and 
went  to  work  for  Sanderson  Farms  in  Laurel  as  an  accounting 
trainee.  In  1992,  he  was  promoted  to  chief  accountant,  a  posi- 
tion he  held  for  five  years. 
Currently  Wallace  is  the  accounting  manager  for  Wayne  Farms  in 
Perdergrass,  Ga. 

An  active  Southern  Miss  alumnus,  he  has  been  a  board  member  of  the 
Alumni  Association's  Jones  County  chapter.  Pike  County  chapter  (vice-presi- 
dent in  1994  and  president  m  1995)  and  Atlanta  Metro  chapter  Wallace  was  a 
member  of  the  Alumni  Association's  Chapter  Advisory  Council  from  1995-97 
and  was  awarded  the  Outstanding  Service  Award  in  1996. 

Wallace,  wife  Laura  '92  and  daughter  Emily  are  members  of  Blackshear  Place 
Baptist  Church  in  Oakwood,  Ga. 
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The  Legacy  Corner 


tradition  enhancement. 


The  Alumni  Association's  student  chapter,  The  Legacy,  is 
working  vigorously  for  the  upcoming  fall  semester,  "This  will 
be  the  best  year  yet,"  said  Mick  Bullock,  Legacy  president. 
"We  are  designing  a  new  brochure  to  be  given  out  at  recruit- 
ment events  and  are  planning  a  bus  trip  to  the  Tulane  game, 
events  with  key  alumni,  and  new  ideas  for  the  District." 
Bullock  said  he  believes  the  true  responsibility  of  The  Legacy  is 
"We  have  got  to  start  early  in  developing  pride  within  our 


University,  and  that  is  where  The  Legacy  comes  into  play,"  he  said. 

■  Recently  The  Legac)'  held  its  annual  banquet  and  honored  select  members.  Nicole 
Smith  received  the  Ogletree  Scholarship,  a  $1,000  annual  scholarship  given  to  a  deserv- 
ing member  of  the  organization.  Additionally,  Bullock  was  passed  the  gavel  as  2002-03 
president  while  outgoing  president  Katie  Jack  was  honored  with  a  plaque  for  service. 
Outgoing  seniors  were  also  recognized;  they  include  Malisha  Turk,  Marquette  Guerin, 
Joy  Poole,  Dale  Gollott,  Ashley  Tullos,  Erin 
Williams  and  Tiffan)'  Thomas. 

For  more  information  about  The  Legacy 
e-mail  legacy@usm.edu. 

Members  of  The  Legacy  attend  the 

2nd  Annual  Southern  Miss  Legislative 

Day  at  the  Capitol  in  Jackson. 


Chapter  Spotlight:  Houston 

An  active  group,  ihc  I  iousion  Chapter  ol  the  Alumni  Association 
was  named  Metro  Chapter  of  the  Year  in  2002. 

Meetings  are  held  throughout  the  year,  often  around  televised 
Southern  Miss  sponing  events.  Typically  events  taking  place 
around  televised  games  are  held  at  SRO  at  the  Nonhwest  Mall. 
Other  meetings  are  usually  held  at  Jax  Gnll 

Membership  in  the  chapter  is  free,  and  all  alumni  in  the 
Houston  area  are  encouraged  to  participate  in  events,  said  Judith 
Kochenower,  chapter  president. 

The  chapter  is  currently  raising  money  through  auctions  and 
fund-raisers  to  set  up  a  scholarship  for  Southern  Miss-bound  stu- 
dents from  the  Houston  area.  Donations  for  the  scholarship  are 
now  being  accepted.  Checks  should  be  made  payable  to  the  USM 
Foundation  and  sent  to  Box  10026.  Donors  should  indicate  that 
the  donation  is  for  the  scholarship. 

For  more  information  about  the  Houston  Chapter,  visit  its 
website  at  www.usm-houstonalumnicom. 


The  Board  of  Directors: 
Judith  Kochenower, 
president  and  Eagle  Club 
director;  Joy  Hamilton,  vice- 
president;  and  Bobby 
Stanfill,  secretary/treasurer. 


GULF  PARK  CONFERENCE  CENTER 


Plan  your  next  meeting,  conference,  training  workshop  or  retreat  at  the 
Gulf  Parl<  Conference  Center  on  the  beautiful  Gulf  Park  Campus  where 
our  services  are  tailored  to  meet  your  group  needs, 

•  Meeting  Space  for  10  to  500  people 

•  59  Guest  Rooms  for  overnight  accommodations 

•  Azalea  Catering  providing  a  full-range  of  break  &  meal  choices 
To  schedule  your  next  meeting,  reunion,  retreat,  training  workshop  or 
conference,  please  call  our  Conference  Coordinator  at  (228)  865-4576, 


Get  more  out  of  College  Life, 

Live  on  campus  at  Southern  Miss. 

RG^IDGhCe   LIFG 

601-2664783 


Seymour's 
In-Door  Tailgating 

Seafood  Po-Boys 

Shrimp  •  Catfish  •  Oysters 

Prime  Rib  Po-Boys  •  Seafood  Gumbo 

Java  Coast  Coffee  Shop  open. 

Come  eady  and  enjoy  the  campus. 
Po-Boys  starting  IV:  liours  prior  to  game  time. 

Enjoy  dining  in  air-conditioned  comfort. 


601-266-4392 
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New  Life  Members 

Justin  and  Tina  Courtenay 
Dr.  Clw  Barton  Thames 
Dr.  Dana  Townes  Lamar 
Cr.-\ig  Keith  Boyd 
Debra  Broadhead  Knight 
Greg  J.  and  Kimberly  T.  Busche 
Terry  and  Crandra  Carter 
Morgan  and  Angela  McCarty 
Jennifer  Eve  Wood 
Keith  and  Jessica  Wenrich 
David  and  Jane  Herrington 
Tammy  Walley  Rogers 
Joseph  E.  Fillingane 
Prentice  J.  Walker,  MD 
David  John  Wilson 
Dr.  Joseph  B.  Stewart 
John  Joseph  Harvey 
Kim  Kirlin  McLernon 
Ronald  David  Boutwell 
John  and  Mary  Lovorn 
Nelda  T.  Franks 
Richard  Dale  Smith 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Terry  A.  Lambert 
Ramona  Netto  Mellott 
V  Edward  Bryant 
Zhong  and  Hui  Li 
Howard  C.  Anderson 
Robert  W  Hathorn 
Christopher  George  Sellers 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Scott  Thames 
Linda  D.  Scott 
Sean  R  and  Melissa  W  McGee 
Clayton  Scott  Hopper 
Rickey-  T.  and  Robin  E.  Hosey 
Charles  E.  Brown 
John  E.  and  Cheri  B.  Price 
Karen  Staker  Burkhart 
Dr.  Scuddy  F  Fontenelle  HI 
Sandy  Pov^rs  Whitacre 
Bonnie  Jean  Gibbs 
Henry  L.  Conn 


In  Brief 

USMAA  Publishes  The  Drawl 

To  help  usher  in  a  new  era  of  Southern  Miss 
tradition  awareness,  the  Alumni  Association 
recently  published  a  5  2 -page  traditions  book- 
let. The  Drawl,  a  name  also  given  to  the 
student  handbooks  from  1954  to  1978,  con- 
tains a  variety  of  Southern  Miss  information, 
including  stories  about  the 
University's  history;  its 
presidents,  icons  and 
buildings;  its  athletic  pro- 
grams; and  its  cheers,  alma 
mater  and  fight  song.  The 
Drawl  will  be  provided  to 
every  freshman  student  as 
part  of  the  closing  convoca- 
tion of  the  Premiere  Weekend  and  also  will  be 
shared  with  various  student  and  alumni 
groups. 

"The  Drawl  is  one  of  the  most  exciting  proj- 
ects to  come  out  of  the  Alumni  Association  m 
quite  some  time,"  said  Bob  Pierce,  executive 
director.  "It  will  serve  as  a  reference  to  alumni, 
faculty  staff  and,  most  importantly  students 
about  the  history  and  traditions  of  the 
University  I  believe  The  Drawl,  in  connection 
with  the  other  aspects  of  our  traditions  aware- 
ness initiative,  vi^ll  have  a  positive  effect  on  our 
constituencies  and  their  relationship  with 
Southern  Miss.  We  have  an  interesting  and 
proud  history  and  have  always  had  strong  tra- 


ditions. Now,  they  are  all  documented  in  one 
place  to  ensure  that  our  traditions  grow 
stronger  as  our  University  continues  to  pros- 
per." 

To  obtain  a  copy  please  contact  the  Alumni 
Association  at  (601)  266-5013. 


Mississippi's 
Dog  Mayor 


Book's  Proceeds 
to  Help  Fund 


j^  Scholarships 

To  help  fund  scholar- 
ships for  children  of 
Southern  Miss  alumni, 
Robert  Ingram  70,  71  is 
donating  all  profits  from  the 
sale  of  his  book,  "Mississippi's  Dog  Mayor,"  to 
the  Alumni  Association's  Legacy  Fund. 

The  book,  a  recollection  of  Ingram's  time  as 
mayor  of  McComb,  Miss.,  offers  tales  full  of 
love  and  humor  that  show  life  in  the  ever- 
changing  South.  Included  are  recollections  of 
events  that  Ingram  took  part  in,  reflections  of 
growing  up  m  Mississippi,  and  written  por- 
traits of  local  heroes  who  have  made  a  positive 
difference. 

The  book  is  Ingram's  first. 
To  purchase  a  signed  copy  of  "Mississippi's 
Dog  Mayor,"  make  a  $25  donation  to  the 
Legacy  Fund.  For  more  information,  contact 
the  Alumni  Association  at  (601)  266-5013,  or 
e-mail  alumni@usm.edu. 


Calling  All  Chefs 


Think  your  gumbo  h  great?  Do  your  kids 
brag  about  your  beef  stew?  Let  us  in  on 
your  culinary  secrets.  >^    -^ 

The  Alumni  Association  is  compiling  recipes  for  a 
cookbook  that  will  be  published  in  the  near  future. 
Send  your  recipes  to  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni 
Association,  Box  501 3,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406;  fax 
them  to  (601)  266-4214;  or  email  them  to 
cookbook@usm.edu. 
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Golden  Eagle  Trio  Named 
First  Team  All-Conference 

■  Three  Southern  Miss  players  were 
selected  as  First  Team  All-Conference 
USA  members  when  the  conference 
announced  its  baseball  awards  at  the 
2002  C-USA  Baseball  Tournament  at 
Kinston,  N.C. 

Senior  third  baseman  Allen 
Winningham,  junior  pitcher  Shea 
Douglas  and  junior  outfielder  Jeff  Cook 
were  named  to  the  league's  first-team,  as 
selected  by  a  panel  consisting  of  each 
team's  head  coach  and  sports  information 
director  and  a  media  representative  from 
each  city. 

Only  regular-season  champion 
Houston  had  more  players  named  to  the 
first  team  with  five  selections.  Following 
Southern  Miss,  Cincinnati  and  Tulane 
had  two  honorees,  and  East  Carolina, 
Louisville,  Saint  Louis  and  TCU  had  one 
selection  each. 

Cook,  Douglas  and  Winningham 
headlined  a  group  of  eight  Golden  Eagles 
garnering  all-league  honors.  Sophomore 
pitcher  Bob  McCrory  was  named  Second 
Team  All-Conference  USA,  while  Jarrett 
Hoffpauir,  Cliff  Russum,  Matt  Shepherd 
and  Brad  Willcutt  were  chosen  to  the 
Conference  USA  All-Freshman  Team. 


Athletic  Center  Opens 

The  hard  hats  have  been  slowed  away  and  ihc 
cranes  have  pulled  out  of  campus.  In  late  sum- 
mer. Southern  Miss'  new  state -of-the-an  athletic 
center  opened  it  doors  and  is  already  being  put 
to  use:  The  Golden  Eagles  football  team  has  been 
using  the  training  room,  locker  room  and  weight 


facility  since  July 

The  $9.3  million, 
two-story  facility  is  an 
impressive  60,000 
square  feet  and  is 
located  on  the  north 
end  of  Roberts  Stadium.  It  replaces  the  Fairchild 
Field  House,  which  once  stood  on  the  same 
grounds  and  had  served  as  the  home  of 
Southern  Miss  athletics  since  the  mid-1960s. 

The  first  floor  of  the  facility  consists  of  a 
sports  medicine  lab  and  athletic  training  facility 
weight  room,  equipment  room,  home  and  visit- 
ing football  locker  rooms,  and  meeting  space  for 
vanous  athletic  teams. 

The  facility  also  features  an  on-site  X-ray 
machine,  as  well  as  a  large  SwimEX  rehabilita- 
tion pool.  The  lab  features  clinical  space  for 
students  m  the  University's  Human  Performance 
and  Recreation's  Spons  Medicine  Program  and  a 
clinic  for  orthopedic  doctors  to  evaluate  and 
treat  Southern  Miss  students. 

Slated  to  open  in  late  fall,  the  second  floor  of 
the  center  will  house  the  administrative  offices  of 
the  athletic  department,  as  well  as  coaches' 
offices  for  every  sport,  except  volleyball,  men's 
and  women's  basketball,  and  baseball. 


C-  USA  Announces  2002-03  Championships 

A 

i        ■  The  dates  and 

sites  of  the  2002-03  championships  have  been 

^^^^^^^^M 

^^  awarded.  The  league's  15  championships  in  the  upcoming  year 
1      will  be  hosted  by  a  total  of  10  different  schools,  with  Charlotte, 

r  caNFERENCE^ 

.  wnnL^A\ 

Houston,  South  Florida  and  Tulane  hosting 

multiple  champi- 

"^1^^^^^^ 

onships. 

A  complete  list  of  C-USA  championships 

dates  and  sites  is  list- 

ed  below. 

Sport 

Dates 

Site 

Host 

Cross  Counir)- 

November  2 

Haiuesburg 

Southern  Miss 

Women's  Soccer 

November  6-9 

Charlotie,  N.C. 

Charlotte 

Men's  Soccer 

November  14-17 

St.  Louis 

Saint  Louis 

Volleyball 

November  22-25 

Chicago 

DePaul 

Women's  Swimming 

Februar)'  23-25 

Indianapolis 

C-USA 

Indoor  Track  &  Field 

February  28-Marcii  1 

Houston 

Houston 

Women's  Basl<etball 

March  6-9 

Memphis 

Memphis 

Men's  Basketball 

March  12-15 

Louisville,  Ky 

Louisville 

Women's  Tennis 

Apnl  12-15 

New  Orleans 

Tulane 

Men's  Tennis 

Apnl  16-19 

Milwaukee 

Marquette 

Women's  Golf 

April  21-23 

Tampa,  Fla. 

South  Florida 

Men's  Golf 

April  21-23 

Tampa,  Fla. 

South  Flonda 

Outdoor  Track/Field 

May  15-17 

Charlotte,  N.C. 

Charlotte 

Sofiball 

May  8-10 

Houston 

Houston 

Baseball 

Mav  21-25 

Metaine,  La. 

Tulane 
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ATHLETICNEWS 


Lady  Eagle  Volleyball  Inks  Four 

■  Head  Volleyball  Coach  Santiago  Restrepo  announced  the  signing  of  four  volley- 
ball standouts  during  the  signing  period  in  April. 

The  list  includes  Cassie  Conley  of  Savage,  Minn.;  Leslie  Robertson  of  Ancaster, 
Ontario,  Canada;  Mehssa  Votruba  of  Ancaster,  Ontario,  Canada;  and  Sarah  Votruba 
of  Ancaster,  Ontario,  Canada, 

"This  group  of  athletes  brings  height,  athleticism  and  power-hitting  to  our  pro- 
gram," Restrepo  said.  "They  work  hard  and  have  a  good  work  ethnic.  With  our 
returning  players  and  the  addition  of  these  players,  we  have  a  good  nucleus  to 
build  a  winning  team.  Another  plus  is  that  MeUssa,  Sarah  and  Leslie  have  played 
on  the  same  club  team  for  the  past  four  years." 


Mims  Signs  With  NBA's  Atlanta 
Hawks 

Denied  a  spot  m  the  recent  two-round  NBA 
draft.  Southern  Miss  basketball  standout  Elvm 
Mims  has  signed  a  free  agent  contract  with  the 
Atlanta  Hawks.  He  reported  for  his  first  mini-camp 
July  9,  and  a  soUd  performance  there  could  earn 
him  a  spot  on  the  Hawks'  summer  league  team  in 
Boston. 

Head  Coach  James  Green  was  pleased  to  see  his 
player  land  m  an  NBA  system.  "I  still  feel  he  has  a 
chance  to  play  on  an  NBA  team,"  Green  said.  "He 
still  has  some  work  to  do  to  be  on  a  team's  final  ros- 
ter, but  at  least  he  now  has  an  opportunity  to  do 
that." 

For  his  career  at  Southern  Miss,  Mims  scored  772 
points,  averaging  14.0  points  per  game,  and  grabbed 
359  rebounds,  averaging  6.5  per  game. 


1__J^ J.'    m^ 


GOLDEN  EAGLES  FLY  FIRSTCLASS 


THE  NEW 
ATHLETIC  CENTER 


^g^       I  Kangas  Makes  Second 
^j         Team  All-Conference 

-,    ■^K  The  men's  tennis  All- 

^^^"■^■^^     Conference  Awards  where 
^^^V^  .^^1    announced  in  May  naming 
^^^Hfe^HH    Southern  Miss  senior  Miikka 
^^^^^^■^^^    Kangas  as  a  second  team  all-con- 
ference selection.  Kangas,  who  was  ranked  number  67 
in  the  ITA  top  100  preseason  rankings,  posted  a  record 
of  10-7  in  the  spring  season,  including  a  win  over  num- 
ber 36  ranked  Max  Belski  of  Alabama. 

Kangas  had  an  overall  record  of  12-14  for  the  2001- 
2002  season  and  also  posted  a  1-2  record  at  the 
conference  tournament  where  he  helped  Southern  Miss 
upset  Charlotte  in  the  first  round. 

Kangas,  who  is  now  a  four-time  all-conference  player, 
was  named  Third  Team  All-Conference  in  1999,  First 
Team  All-Conference  in  2000  and  First  Team  All- 
Conference  in  2001. 


Three  Tapped  for  NFL, 
Two  Join  NFLEL 

Southern  Miss  defensive  back  Chad  Williams 
and  quarterback  Jeff  Kelly  were  selected  in  the 
2002  NFL  Amateur  Draft  in  April.  Williams  was 
selected  as  38th  pick  of  the  sixth  round,  208th 
pick  overall,  and  Kelly  was  picked  as  the  21st 
pick  in  the  seventh  round  and  232nd  pick  over- 
all in  the  draft.  Roy  Magee  signed  a  free  agent 
contract  with  the  Miami  Dolphins. 

In  addition,  two  former  Southern  Miss  foot- 
ball players  appeared  on  the  opening  day  rosters 
of  NFL  Europe  teams  when  the  league  began 
play  in  April.  Leo  Barnes  (safety  1997-2000)  is 
a  member  of  the  Frankfurt  Galaxy,  while 
Chandler  Smith  (comerback,  1996-97)  is  on  the 
Rhein  Fire  squad. 

Since  Jeff  Bower  became  head  coach  at 
Southern  Miss  in  1991,  the  Golden  Eagles  have 
had  18  players  drafted.  Currently  there  are  20 
Golden  Eagles  who  appear  on  NFL  rosters. 


^iy 
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EAGLECLUB 


The  2002  Eagle  Club  continues 
to  set  donation  records! 

Thanks  lo  the  great  support  of  our  loyal  and 
dedicated  fan  base,  the  2002  Eagle  Club  has 
reached  its  target  goal  of  raising  $1.5  million.  In 
spite  of  the  events  of  September  11  and  the 
reverse  trends  in  the  economy,  meeting  and 
exceeding  goals  are  direct  reflections  of  our  dedi- 
cated core  group  of  fans  who  give  Southern  Miss 
athletics  the  opportunity  to  represent  our 
University  so  well  m  a  tremendous  media  market. 
We  want  to  remind  all  alumni  that  it  is  not  too 
late  to  join  this  wonderful  group  and  purchase 
season  football  and  basketball  season  tickets. 
Great  seats  and  plenty  of  parking  are  still  avail- 
able. If  interested,  please  contact  the  Eagle  Club 
office  at  (601)  266-5299. 

Upcoming  Eagle  Club/ 
Alumni  Events 

The  Eagle  Club  is  sponsoring  its  first-ever 
College  Am  Golf  Tournament  September  6,  and 
Cellular  One  is  lending  major  support  to  the 
event.  The  tournament  will  be  played  at  the  high- 
ly regarded  Canebrake  Golf  Club,  which  will  host 
the  Raism'  Cane  Collegiate  Golf  Tournament  the 
weekend  immediately  following  this  tournament. 
Space  is  very  limited.  For  more  information,  con- 
tact the  Eagle  Club  at  (601)  266-5299. 


New  members  of  the  Circle  of 

Champions  (since  the  last  issue) 

Dr.  Charles  Brent  WA.  Pa)Tie 

Tom  and  Shirley  Bower  Greg  Rutland 

Jim  Dukes  Drs.  Jon  and 

Paige  Howell  Christy  Thornton 


Make  your  plans  now  to  make  the  Tulane  football  game  a  Southern  Miss 

Home  Game!  Game  day  is  Saturday,  November  23,  2002. 

Is  New  Orleans  ready  for  Southern  Miss? 

The  Eagle  Club  has  aligned  itself  with  two  New  Orleans  hotels  for  this  great  football  weekend. 
Additionally,  the  New  Orleans  Saints  play  the  Cleveland  Browns  at  12  p.m.  on  Sunday,  and 
we  are  coordinating  group  tickets  for  Southern  Miss  fans.  There  are  only  150  rooms  in  this 
block.  For  more  information,  contact  the  Eagle  Club  today  at  (601)  266-5299. 


The  Southern  Miss 
Athletic  Foundation 

The  Southern  Miss  Athletic  Foundation  suc- 
cessfully completed  its  first  official  year 
controlling  its  ovra  assets.  Formed  July  1,  2000, 
the  Athletic  Foundation  received  its  501  (c)  3  sta- 
tus as  a  not-for-profit  organization  that  December 
and  officially  moved  assets  from  the  USM 
Foundation  in  July  2001.  The  Athletic 
Foundation  assumed  all  financial  activities  associ- 
ated with  athletic  giving  (both  major  gift 
fund-raising  and  the  annual  giving  received 
under  the  Eagle  Club  umbrella).  The  cooperation 
between  the  USM  Foundation  and  the  Athletic 
Foundation  has  been  as  strong  as  ever,  as  evi- 
denced by  the  very  successful  Rock  the  Coast 
weekend  at  the  Beau  Rivage  earlier  this  spring. 

Since  the  silent  phase  of  the  Capital  Campaign 
officially  began,  the  Athletic  Foundation  has  gar- 
nered the  support  of  61  Circle  of  Champions. 
These  members  have  pledged  a  minimum  of 
$100,000  toward  our  facility  improvements  pro- 
gram. The  face  value  of  gifts  to  the  Athletic 
Foundation  totals  approximately  $25  million. 

Additionally,  this  year  saw  the  return  of  Senior 
PGA  Tour  2001  Player  of  the  Year  Allen  Doyle  to 
Hattiesburg,  where  he  was  the  guest  celebrity  for 
the  annual  James  Ray  Carpenter  Golf  EndowTnent, 
which  honored  the  creation  of  a  new  golf  endow- 
ment honoring  the  father  of  Dr.  Mike  Molleston, 
one  of  our  Circle  of  Champions.  The  J.G. 
Molleston  Golf  endowment  will  be  awarded  annu- 
ally to  a  Southern  Miss  golfer.   ^* 


1.  All  of  Mobile  having  a  blast. 

2.  Circle  of  Champions  with  Mandy  McKinley, 
(L-R)  Pam  &  Don  Smith,  Pam  Rouse, 
Bobby  &  Patti  Dews. 

3.  (L-R)  Sammy  Winder,  Jimmy  Valentine,  Jeff 
Bower,  Ron  Phillips. 

4.  (L-R)  Tom  Anderson,  Bill  Sansing,  Jeff  Bower, 
Art  Spencer,  Laray  Stringer. 

5.  Joe  P.  Park  Golf  Outing  participants. 

6.  Rock  The  Coast  Deck  Party.  Seymour  with 
Walt  &  Jan  Williams  and  their  grandchildren. 

7.  Sammy  Winder  signing  autographs  at  Rock  the 
Coast  Deck  Party 

8.  Joe  P.  Park  Tournament  (L-R)  St  Louis  Cardinal 
Catcher  Tom  Pagnozzi,  Gary  Parr,  Dr.  Mike 
Molleston,  Larry  Pister. 
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SNAPSHOTS 


A 


s  you  take  to  the  highways  and  byways  this  fall,  make  sure  you  bring  us  along  for  the  ride. 
Send  us  pictures  of  yourself  and  your  traveling  buddies  decked  out  in  black  and  gold,* 
and  we'll  feature  the  photos,  as  many  as  space  allows,  m  a  future  issue  of  Snapshots. 


1 .   Members  of  the  Birmingham  Alumni  Chapter 
show  their  Southern  IVliss  pride  at  a  May  chapter 
meeting. 


2.    It  may  not  be  a  golden  eagle,  but  a  little  chickadee 
makes  itself  at  home  inside  a  Southern  Miss  bird- 
house  near  the  Hockley,  Texas,  home  of  Bill 
Edmondson  '69  and  Teena  Cox  Edmondson  '68. 


The  "Southerners"  basketball  team  take  home 
first  place  in  the  55-59  age  group  at  the  State 
Senior  Olympic  Games  held  at  Hinds  Community 
College  in  Raymond.  The  team  will  represent 
Mississippi  at  the  National  Senior  Olympics  in 
Virginia  in  2004.  Members  include  Larry  Hogue 
'69,  Ray  Durden,  Dr.  John  Harsh,  George  Dale  and 
Dr.  Wayne  Williams.  Not  pictured:  Dr.  Frank 
Nagurney. 

Eddie  Kauchick  '52  and  Father  Tommy  Conway, 
pastor  of  Hattiesburg's  St.  Thomas  Catholic 
Church,  pose  with  a  check  from  Pat  Ferlise  '53. 
Ferlise  sent  the  money  to  Conway  for  use  on  his 
trip  to  Ireland  this  summer. 


Joe  Tegeder,  Jeff  Johnson  and  Kevin  Mahoney 
(from  left),  all  graduate  students  from  the 
Department  of  Marine  Science,  pose  in  front  of 
the  U.S.  Coast  Guard  icebreaker  "Polar  Star"  near 
McMurdo  Station  in  Antarctica.  The  students 
assisted  Dr.  Vernon  Asper,  a  Department  of 
Marine  Science  faculty  member,  in  studying  phy- 
toplankton  in  the  region. 


6.    Future  Golden  Eagle  Hayden  Dunning  displays  his 
black  and  gold  pride.  Hayden  is  the  son  of  David 
Dunning  '92  and  Donna  Taylor  Dunning  '92,  and 
grandson  of  Donnie  Taylor  '64,  '68  and  Carol 
Jones  Taylor  '65. 


Although  they  aren't  Southern  Miss  alumni,  the 
Nix  family  makes  a  point  to  visit  the  campus  on 
their  way  to  Florida  each  year.  According  to 
Robin  Nix,  the  annual  stops  in  Hattiesburg  are 
now  a  family  tradition. 


*Foi'  printing  purposes,  please  save  or  scan  your  photos  at  a 
resolution  of  300  dpi.  If  you  have  any  questions,  contact  the 
Alumni  Association  at  (601)  266-5013. 
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Exciting  things  are  happening  to  Southern  IVIiss 
alumni,  and  now  is  your  chance  to  catch  up  on  the 
news  and  accomplishments  of  your  fellow  Golden 
Eagles.  To  submit  your  news  to  The  Talon,  please 
send  your  information  to  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni 
Association,  Box  5013,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406,  or 
e-mail  alumni.talon(a)usm.edu. 


In  1999,  MARY  JANE  MYERS  RUNYAN  '56  ol 

Elephant  Buue,  N.M.,  received  PACE'S  Outstanding 
Continuing  Education  Teacher  award  for  New 
Mexico.  Runyan,  82,  is  leaching  distant  learning 
classes  for  nursing  and  education  majors  at  Western 
New  Mexico  University.  She  said  she  still  loves 
teaching  and  receives  superior  evaluations  from  her 
students. 

FRANK  LADNER  received  Pearl  River  Community 
College's  2002  Alumnus  of  the  Year  award. 


RICHARD  'DICKIE  '  'WATERS  '61  currently 
resides  on  the  Puna  Coast  in  Hawaii,  where  he 
maintains  a  sculpture  studio  and  a  two-dimensional 
studio.  His  giclee  print  of  "Ancestors  Watching"  was 
accepted  into  the  2002  Hilo  Art  Competition  and 
was  shown  during  the  month  of  May  m  Hilo, 
Hawaii.  Additionally,  Waters'  musical  instrument, 
the  waterphone,  has  been  used  in  films  such  as 
"Crouching  Tiger,  Hidden  Dragon"  and  "Star  Trek." 

DONNA  MCINTYRE  VAN  SLYKE  '67  was  select- 
ed Rankin  County's  Teacher  of  the  Year  for  the 
2001-2002  school  year.  She  teaches  history  at 
Brandon  High  School.  The  Freeman  Foundation 
sent  Van  Slyke  to  China  and  Japan  for  three  weeks 
this  summer  to  study  Asian  histor)'  and  visit  histori- 
cal sites.  In  August,  she  participates  in  an  institute 
at  The  University  of  Washington  titled  "China  On 
Our  Minds  and  In  Our  Classrooms."  She  has  previ- 
ously studied  Asian  histor)'  through  grants  from  the 
Freeman  Foundation  at  Yale  University  the 
University  of  Colorado  and  the  University  of 
Mississippi. 

MARJORIE  BOOTH  LEWIS' 

'69  "Citruswan"  was  chosen  out 
of  hundreds  of  design  entries  by 
Citnis  and  Chemical  Bank  as 
one  of  two  swans  unveiled  at  the 
May  kick-off  of  Lakeland,  Fla  's 
civic  project,  Swansation.  The 
project  raises  funds  for  local 
charities.  Additionally,  two 
designs  of  Marjorie's  husband, 
RICHARD  E  LEWIS 
'68-"Mondrian  Swan"  and 
"Uncle  Swan"-were  chosen  at 
the  kick-off  event.  Marjorie  is  a 
freelance  artist,  and  Richard  is 
employed  with  Watkins  Motor 
Lines  as  a  purchasing  agent. 
Their  son,  Steven,  is  a  musician 
in  Birmingham. (PHOTO) 

RONALD  G.  NOLAND  '68  was  promoted  recentl>- 
to  brigadier  general  and  assumed  command  of  the 
3rd  Bngade  of  the  Alabama  State  Defense  Force  in 
Mobile. 


Lance  Thornton  '97  can  count  himself  among  the  lucky 
)nes.  As  a  technical  director  for  Pixar  Animation  Studios 

San  Francisco,  the  27-year-old  has  nabbed  his  dream 
animating  filins. 

Currently  Thornton  is  heavily  involved  in  one  phase  of 
'  animation-articulation-which  makes  characters  look 
"real." 

"I  take  a  character  that  has  already  been  digitally  mod- 
eled in  the  computer  and  determine  how  it  is  going  to 
move,"  he  explained.  "The  focus  is  on  getting  all  of  the 
[character's]  physics  right  so  it  moves  in  a  believable  man- 
ner" To  help  achieve  this,  Thornton  said  he  relies  on  the  programming  skills  he  gained  at 
Southern  Miss. 

[  Once  the  character's  movements  are  determined,  it  undergoes  the  animation  process.  "The 
animation  process  is  what  makes  the  characters  look  'alive,'"  Thornton  said.  "So,  the  focus  is 
on  die  character  and  the  emotion  you  are  trying  to  express." 

Thornton's  resume  includes  work  on  an  impressive  collection  of  characters  and  films:  He 
animated  Buzz  Lightyear  in  last  year's  "2001:  A  Digital  Odyssey"  and  recently  wrapped  up 
character  work  on  the  short  film  "Humpty  Trouble,"  which  vwU  be  released  in  2003  with 
Pixar's  next  feature  film,  "Finding  Nemo." 

While  he  enjoys  working  on  short  films,  Thornton  said  he  wants  to  experience  working  on 
a  major  featare  film  as  well.  "1  don't  think  animated  films  are  a  trend,"  he  said.  "Computer 
animated  films  are  the  latest  version  of  animation,  and  it  has  encouraged  some  new  experi- 
mentation with  the  medium."   ^ 


THOMAS  SPENCER  '68  and  SUSAN  BUCKNER 
SPENCER  '75  and  their  two  children,  Ryan  and 
AUye,  relocated  to  Tyler,  Texas,  after  Thomas 
retired  from  the  United  Slates  Air  Force.  Currently 
Susan  is  staff  development  educator-perinatal  at 
Trinity  Mother  Frances  Health  System,  and 
Thomas  is  executive  director  of  the  Tyler  Salvation 
Army. 


MARY  JANE  JOACHIM  BAXTER  '72,  a  teacher  at 
Purvis  Elementary  School,  received  her  master's 
degree  in  elementary  education  from  William 
Carey  College  in  August  2000;  she  earned  her 
national  board  certification  in  December  2001.  Her 
husband,  GEORGE  L.  BAXTER  '74,  a  teacher  at 
Sumrall  High  School,  is  certified  in  the  areas  of 
prevocational  education  for  the  handicapped  and 
tech  discovery  education.  They  have  three  daugh- 
ters: Sayward,  Maggie  and  Jackie.  SAYWARD  '02 
graduated  from  Southern  Miss  in  August;  MAG- 
GIE is  a  junior  art  major  at  USM;  and  JACKIE  has 
completed  her  freshman  year  at  Southern  Miss. 

Travis  A  Williams,  son  of  STEPHEN  WILLIAMS 
•72  and  MARY  WILLIAMS,  became  an  Eagle 
Scout  January  24,  2002. 

Author  SYLVIA  BARKEMEYER  WILLIAMS  '72 

recently  published  her  first  biography  for  middle- 
grade  students.  The  book,  "Paul  'Bear'  Bryant: 
Football  Legend,"  is  a  part  of  the  Alabama  Roots 
Biography  Series,  a  50-book  collection  in  its  sec- 
ond year  of  development. 

DR.  ROBERT  DEFRANCISCO  '73,  a  forensic 
psychologist,  is  in  private  practice  in  Connecticut. 

For  the  seventh  consecutive  year,  MARJORIE  ASP 
KUENN  '73  has  been  nominated  for  Who's  Who 
Among  American  Teachers. 

In  June  2001,  DR.  ALAN  STAFFORD  '74,  '77, 
"83  was  named  dean  of  the  College  of  Liberal  Arts 
at  Hardin-Simmons  University  in  Abilene,  Texas. 
He  served  as  professor  and  chair  of  the 
Department  of  Criminal  Justice  at  HSU  for  15 
years. 

JOE  BRYANT  '75,  a  Shelter  Insurance  Companies 
agent  in  Hattiesburg,  was  honored  among  the  com- 
pany's top  producers  in  life  insurance  sales.  Br>-ant 
was  also  recognized  for  meeting  other  corporate 
standards  of  sound  agency  operation. 


REV  GREGORY  BURKS  '75  was  awarded  the  Doctor 
of  Minisir)'  degree  from  Louisiana  Baptist  Theological 
Seminar)'  in  Shreveport,  La.  He  is  pastor  of  Peace 
Grove  Baptist  Church  in  St.  Tammany  Parish,  La, 

JOHN  EDDIE  HILL  75,  '78  retired  in  May  from 
the  Craig  Avenue  Tabernacle  A.R.R  Church,  where 
he  served  for  more  than  19  years.  Hill  was  an 
ordained  Presbyterian  minister  for  38  years. 

DRS.  TIM  HUDSON 
'75,  '77  and  DEIDRA 
HUDSON  01 

announce  the  August 
22,  2001,  birth  of  their 
twins,  Daisy  Elisabeth 
and  Nathaniel 
Ransburgh.  They  are 
welcomed  by  big  sister 
Gianna  Grace. (PHOTO) 

LIESA  MCALEXANDER  '77  and  Dr.  Mike  Weaver 
were  married  June  8,  2002.  Liesa  is  employed  by 
WL.  Smith  Elementar)'  School  in  Petal  as  principal, 
and  Mike  is  a  family  physician  at  the  Medical 
Center  of  Petal. 

POWELL  G.  OGLETREE  JR.  '77  has  been  named 
partner  in  the  Jackson  office  of  Adams  and  Reese. 

ALICE  STATEN  '77  has  been  promoted  to  mort- 
gage loan  officer  at  Trustmark  Bank  in  Laurel. 
Siaten  has  more  than  20  years  of  experience  in  the 
mortgage  lending  industry. 

ANN  HARRINGTON  BYRNE  '78  was  selected  by 
the  Brewton,  Ala.,  Chamber  of  Commerce  as  its 
Citizen  of  the  Year,  Byrne  is  active  in  Habitat  for 
Humanity:  She  serves  as  her  local  chapter's  treasurer 
and  has  helped  construct  six  homes.  Additionally 
she  is  a  medical  technologist  with  Brewton  Medical 
Center. 

DR.  KIMBERLY  GRANTHAM  GRIFFITH  '78, 
'87,  '97  has  been  given  tenure  and  was  promoted  to 
associate  professor  in  the  Department  of 
Professional  Pedagogy  at  Lamar  University  Griffith 
has  been  a  facult\-  member  at  Lamar  since  fall  1997. 

COL.  JEFF  HAMMOND  '79  has  been  selected  for 
promotion  to  brigadier  general.  Hammond  is  cur- 
rently serving  as  the  XO  to  the  deputy  chief  of  staff 
for  operations  in  the  Pentagon. 
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STEVE  LOTT  '79,  '84  is  now  employed  by  ihe  state  of  Mississippi  as  a  disabil 
ty  examiner  lor  the  Social  Security  Administration. 


ROBERT  L.  MAGEE  '80  recently  was  named  SBC  Pacific  Bell  Smart  Yellow 
Pages'  regional  vice  president  of  sales  for  the  Greater  Los  Angeles  area.  His  territo- 
ry includes  all  of  Southern  California  except  San  Diego. 

DAVID  KNIGHT  '81  was  recently  ordained  as  an  Episcopalian  priest  and  is  now 
a  deacon.  Knight  left  a  successful  career  in  the  banking  industry  to  pursue  the 
ministry  He  will  serve  at  St.  James  Episcopal  Church  in  Greenville. 

MARC  KUYKENDALL  '81  has  joined  The  Ramey  Agency  m  Ridgeland  as  vice 
president/account  supervisor.  Kuykendall  previously  served  as  director  of  corpo- 
rate communications  for  Sky  Tel  and  served  as  account  supervisor  for  two  adver- 
tising and  public  relations  agencies. 

VICKl  FLANAGAN  '82  has  been  promoted  to  records  specialist  and  senior  aca- 
demic adviser  for  Southern  Miss'  College  of  Business  Administration. 

SHARON  LUMPKIN  WHITLEY  '82  and  Scott  Rainear  Stabler  were  married 
March  23,  2002. 

BRYAN  CALD'WELL  '83,  '86  coached  the  Gulfport  High  School  boy's  basketball 
team  to  the  2002  5 A  State  Championship.  The  Clarion  Ledger  and  Mississippi 
Association  of  Coaches  named  Caldwell  Mississippi  Boy's  High  School  Coach  of 
the  Year  for  2002. 

LESLIE  RYLAND  NORTH  '83,  Hancock  Bank's  assistant  vice  president,  is  only 
the  second  woman  in  Mississippi  to  earn  the  professionally  prestigious 
Membership  Appraisal  Institute  designation. 

JOSEPH  W.  PALMER  '83  recently  graduated  from  the  University  of  Maryland, 
where  he  received  a  master's  degree  in  international  management.  He  is  employed 
by  the  U.S.  Customs  Service  and  resides  in  Arlington,  Va. 

JEFF  BOST  '84  is  one  of  five  artists  showing  at  the  Kinston,  N.C.,  Art  Center's 
show  "A  Tribute  to  Voles  Simpson."  The  traveling  show  honors  one  of  North 
Carolina's  premier  folk  artists.  Bost  currently  resides  in  Rocky  Mount,  N.C. 

LAURA  HENDERSON-COURTNEY  '84  and  SAMUEL  TODD  COURTNEY 

'87  announce  the  February  6,  2002,  birth  of  their  son,  Samuel  Robert. 

ELIZA  HUDSON  ZONN  '84  is  being  considered  for  inclusion  in  the  56th  edi- 
tion of  "Who's  Who  in  America." 

MARION  DANA  WESLEY  '85,  '90  and  BUCKY  WESLEY  '92  announce  the 
October  9,  2001,  birth  of  their  son,  William  Homer  He  is  welcomed  by  big  sis- 
ters Devon,  Maggie  and  Blair  Golden  Eagle  grandparents  are 
DONALD  DANA  '59  and  OLA  MAE  VAN  SLYKE  DANA 
'59.  (PHOTO) 

WARREN  MITCHELL  COSTILOW  '86  and  his  wife,  Angela, 
announce  the  March  15,  2002,  birth  of  their  son,  Streater 
Hogan. 

ROBERT  MCCRARY  '86  and  STEPHANIE  MCCRARY  '94  announce  the 
February  22,  2002,  birth  of  their  son,  Samuel  Robert. 

DONNA  BREW  RADCLIFF  '86  has  been  teaching  gifted  education  for  eight 
years.  She  and  her  husband,  Guy,  have  been  married  for  more  than  six  years. 

ROBIN  THORNTON  '86  and  Jennifer  Carney  wed  May  19,  2002.  Robin  is 
employed  by  Oneal  Steel  in  Jackson  as  an  inside  sales  representative,  and  Jennifer 
IS  the  owner  of  Carney's  Northgate  Florist,  where  she  works  as  a  floral  designer 

RANDY  D.  ALLEN  '87  has  joined  AmeriGo  Mortgage  of  Hattiesburg  as  a  loan 
onginator 

PAM  MONTGOMERY  BAKER  '87  and  her  husband,  Tim,  announce  the  July 
28,  2001,  birth  of  their  daughter,  Emily  Grace.  She  is  welcomed  by  big  sister 
JuUa  Nicole. 

MATT  CARPENTER  '87  has  been  featured  in  the  June  2002 
issue  of  Men's  journal  magazine.  Since  1987,  Matt  has  been  one 
of  the  premier  mountain  runners  in  the  United  Slates  and  is 
considered  by  many  to  be  the  best  high  altitude  mountain  run- 
ner in  the  world. 


LANCE  COOPER  '87  and  his  wife,  Cynthia  Ferrell,  announce 
the  July  16,  2001,  birth  of  their  daughter,  Anna  Katherine. 
(PHOTO) 
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MARTHA  BURGIN  BLOW  '88  has  been  named 
the  2001-02  Teacher  of  the  Year  ai  R.D.  Head 
Elementary  School  in  Lawrenceville,  Ga.,  for  the 
second  time. 

ALFREDA  A.  HORNE  '88,  '94  was  promoted  to 
senior  vice  president  for  Hancock  Bank  m 
Hattiesburg. 

TAMARA  MITCHELL  '88  is  branch  manager/assis- 
tant vice  president  for  Virgmia  Commerce  Bank  m 
Alexandria,  Va. 

CAPT.  MARK  GLADNEY  '89  is  currently  in 
Afghanistan,  participatmg  m  Operation  Enduring 
Freedom. 

WESLEY  GRIFFIN  '89  recently  was  named  to  the 
board  of  directors  of  Grand  Bank. 

PATTI  GUERCIO  LANDREAU  '89,  '91  and  her 

husband.  Matt,  announce  the  January  14,  2002, 
birth  of  their  son,  Jackson  Thomas.  He  is  welcomed 
by  big  sister  Cydney  Morgan. 

MAJ.  KEVIN  C.  OLESEN  '89,  a  pilot  in  the  Air 
Force,  was  promoted  to  his  current  rank  in 
FebRiary  2001.  Olesen  recently  was  reassigned  to 
Central  Command  Headquarters  at  MacDiU  Air 
Force  Base.  He  resides  in  Tampa  with  his  wife, 
AjDril,  whom  he  wed  October  5,  2001.  Kevin  is  a 
pilot  in  the  U.S.  Air  Force  Reserves  and  with 
Southwest  Airlines,  and  April  is  an  assistant  com- 
puter networks  technician. 


MELISSA  PRESLEY  JOKERST  90,  '93  announces 
the  March  7,  2002,  birth  of  her  daughter,  Ryann 
Estelle. 

DR.  PAUL  E.  NELSON,  '90,  '92  graduated  from 
the  University  of  Mississippi  in  May  2002  with  a 
Ph.D.  in  educational  leadership.  He  currently  works 
for  the  Concordia  Pansh  School  Board  in  Vidalia, 
Li. 

REBECCA  WRIGHT  PRITCH- 

ETT  '90  and  her  husband,  Matt, 
announce  the  February  14,  2002, 
birth  of  their  son,  William 
Stringer.  (PHOTO) 

WILL  EASTERLING  '91  has 

joined  AmSouth  Bank's  business 
banking  division.  Previously,  Easterling  was  a  main 
office  branch  manager. 

DR.  HOWARD  STEED  '91  recently  received  the 
Faculty-ln-Residence  Award  at  National  Louts 
University  Recipients  of  this  award  travel  to  Poland 
and  teach  at  the  National  Louis  University- Wyzsza 
Szkola  Biznesu  located  in  Nowy  Sacz.  Steed  is  the 
evaluation  systems  manager  for  the  U.S.  Navy's 
Bureau  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  in  Washington, 
D.C.  Additionally  he  is  an  adjunct  faculty  member 
for  National  Louis  University  at  its  Northern 
Virginia  campus. 

BENNETT  WASHINGTON  '91  joined  the 
Mississippi  Home  Corp.  as  tax  credit  processing 
specialist  in  the  tax  credit  division.  Washington  pre- 
viously worked  for  First  American  Bank  as  a  senior 
loan  officer. 

STEPHANIE  AULTMAN  WEBB  '91  announces 
the  January  15,  2002,  birth  of  her  son,  Nicholas 
Paul. 


Anthony  DiFatta,  interested  in  art  since  he  was  a 
child,  would  draw  and  play  with  modeling  clay  at  his 
grandmother's  house  in  Hattiesburg.  Years  later,  when  it 
came  time  for  college,  DiFatta  decided  to  focus  his 
studies  on  painting  and  sculpture  at  Southern  Miss. 

"The  liberal  atmosphere  and  the  faculty  at  USM's 
College  of  The  Arts  greatly  influenced  both  my  artwork 
and  my  decision  to  go  into  fine  arts  as  a  profession,"  he 
said.  "The  creative  environment  and  the  emphasis  on 
the  fundamentals  of  visual  arts  provided  a  solid  founda- 
tion for  me  to  explore  my  own  ideas  after  college.  I  am 
still  solving  the  same  basic  problems  and  using  tech- 
niques and  compositional  elements  that  I  learned  at 
Soudiem.  Not  a  day  goes  by  diat  I  don't  hear  [profes- 
sors] Janet  Gorzegno  and  Jim  Meade  in  my  head,  or  pull  information  from  books  oti  other 
artists  that  they  suggested." 

After  graduation,  DiFatta  went  to  work,  first  as  a  graphic  artist  for  Photo  Images  in  Jackson, 
then  with  WorldCom,  and  then  with  Get  Real  Art  in  New  York  City 

Currendy  DiFatta  is  co-operating  the  Jackson-based  Art  of  State  Studios,  which  comprises 
himself  and  five  other  artists  who  each  work  in  an  individual  studio.  The  artists  plan  to  con- 
duct pottery  painting  and  acting/writing  workshops  in  the  future.  Additionally  Art  of  State 
recendy  received  a  grant  from  Fondren  Renaissance  Renewal  that  will  help  with  building  ren- 
ovations: Plans  include  die  addition  of  an  amphitheater  in  the  back  and  refurbishing  the 
building's  exterior. 

DiFatta's  work  is  now  being  recognized  in  galleries  throughout  Mississippi,  as  well  as  in 
Memphis  and  New  York  City  He  created  the  artwork  for  die  2002  Jubilee  Jam  Live  CD  jacket, 
was  selected  as  one  of  four  artists  displaying  work  at  the  2002  Intemarional  Ballet 
Competition,  and  wall  be  the  featured  ardst  for  die  2002  Mississippi  Symphony  Orchestra  sea- 
son. 

DiFatta's  passion  for  art  isn't  confined  to  a  workweek.  In  his  spare  time,  he  teaches  art  to 
mentally  challenged  adults  and  is  involved  in  several  other  charity  and  poUtical  organizations. 
Also,  he  was  die  founding  member  of  bodi  the  EBSQ  and  AOA,  self-represenring  artists 
groups  on  eBay 

DiFatta  and  his  wife,  Melissa  Baria  DiFatta  '90,  live  in  Jackson  with  their  two  dogs,  Midas 
and  Lucy  Alumni  and  friends  can  check  out  his  work  at  his  one-man  show  opening  August 
29  at  Nunnery's  Gallery  in  Jackson.  The  show  will  last  for  one  month.  ^^,, 


DAVID  DUNNING  '92  and 
DONNA  TAYLOR  DUNNING 

'92  announce  the  February  19, 

2002,  birth  of  their  daughter, 

Elaina  Deane.  She  is  welcomed  by 

big  brother  Hayden  Porter. 

Golden  Eagle  grandparents  are 

DONNIE  TAYLOR  '64,  '68  and  CAROL  JONES 

TAYLOR  '65.  (PHOTO) 

TIFFANY  D.  HADDEN  '92  and  her  husband,  Ian, 
announce  the  June  5,  2002,  birth  of  their  son.  Cole 
Thomas. 


^m^  DR.  LETICIA  ANNE  LINDSEY 

^^^^  '92,  '95  received  her  doctor  of 

■mMT  medicine  degree  from  the 

%BI^  University  of  Mississippi  School 

^^^^5^^^  of  Medicine  this  spring.  Lindsey 
^^^^^^^^H^  will  continue  her  residency  train- 
^^^^^^^^^*  ing  in  pediatrics  at  the  University 
of  South  Alabama  Women's  and  Children's  Hospital 
in  Mobile  and  then  plans  to  complete  a  fellowship 
in  neonatal  and  perinatal  medicine.  (PHOTO) 

CYNDI  BACKMAN  MASSEY  '92  and  her  hus- 
band. Bill,  announce  the  July  10,  2001,  birth  of 
their  daughter,  Kendall  Elizabeth.  Additionally  Bill 
is  now  a  shareholder  in  Saltmarsh,  Cleaveland  and 
Gund,  a  regional  CPA  and  consulting  firm  in 
Pensacola,  Fla. 


JOHN  MYHRES  '92  was  chosen  as  the  2001 
Associate  of  the  Year  in  Grand  Casino  Biloxi's  food 
and  beverage  department.  Myhres  has  been 
employed  at  Roxys  Diner  since  December  1993. 

DR.  MICHAEL  ARRINGTON  '93  recently  earned 
his  Ph.D.  from  the  University  of  South  Florida  and 
is  currently  an  assistant  professor  in  Ohio 
University's  School  of  Interpersonal 
Communication. 

SUSAN  SPEARS  BRADLEY  '93  recently  trans- 
ferred from  the  Department  of  Justice  to  the  United 
States  Attorneys  Office  in  Houston,  where  she 
works  as  an  assistant  United  States  attorney  Prior  to 
moving  to  Houston,  she  and  her  husband,  Patrick, 
resided  in  Phoenix,  Ariz.,  where,  as  an  assistant 
United  States  attorney  she  prosecuted  drug  traffick- 
ing and  alien  smuggling  offenses. 

DEL  CROCKER  '93  and  his  wife,  Leigh  Ann, 
announce  the  August  27,  2001,  birth  of  their 
daughter,  Allyson  Mane. 

KIMBERLY  LEIGH  FARMER  '93  and  Robert  Louie 
Stanton  McElhaney  were  married  March  2,  2002. 

STEVE  M.  FARMER  '93  and  Ashlie  E.  Segura  were 
married  June  16,  2001,  in  New  Orieans.  The  couple 
currently  resides  in  MandeviUe,  La. 

MICHAEL  GILES  '93  received  the  2002  Steve  "Big 
Daddy"  Rey  Alumnus  of  the  Year  award,  which  is 
given  in  recognition  of  outstanding  achievement  in 
the  field  of  recreation 
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SHERRI  COOPER  TAYLOR  '93  and  her  husband,  Timothy,  announce  the 
March  29,  2002,  birth  of  their  daughter,  Cassandra  Annalise. 

ALLAN  CARTER  '94,  a  sales  representative  for  Hawthorne  Pharmaceuticals, 
received  the  2001  Rookie  of  the  Year  Award,  Presidents  Club  honors  and  ICAR 
Pediatric  Product  Champion. 

JAMES  ANTHONY  HARRISON  '94  and  TINA  DIANNE  WEEKLEY  '94  were 
married  March  9,  2002. 


In  December  1999,  the  life  of  Angela 
Lewis  '94  was  forever  changed  by  a 
tragic  car  accident.  Lewis,  a  mother  of 
two  and  a  registered  nurse,  sustained 
category  four  brain  damage  as  well  as  a 
broken  neck,  jaw  and  chin. 
Additionally  the  left  frontal  lobe  of  her 
brain  was  rendered  inactive,  preventing 
her  from  having  the  use  of  speech, 
movement  or  personality 

"Doctors  say  all  has  been  done  and  that  Angela  is  now  in  God's 
hands,"  said  Ann  Lewis,  her  mother.  "I  fully  believe  Angela  knows 
everything  that  is  going  on  around  her,  but  she  can't  speak.  I  believe 
God  is  touching  her,  and  he  will  wake  her  up.  1  just  don't  know 
when." 

Ann  has  asked  members  of  the  Southern  Miss  community  to  con- 
tinue keeping  Angela  in  their  thoughts. 
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DAVID  LEE  '94  and  AMY  LEE  '97  announce  the  November  29,  2001,  birth  of 
their  son,  David  Samuel  Jr. 

MICHAEL  WAYNE  STRAHAN  '94  and  CATHERINE  LANDRUM  STRAHAN 

'93  announce  the  December  7,  2001,  birth  of  their  daughter.  Harper  Wells.  She 
is  welcomed  by  big  sister  Ella  Catherine.  Golden  Eagle  grandparent  is  ALBERT 
STRAHAN  '71,  '73. 

BLAKE  VAUGHAN  '94  and  JESSICA  SHIFALO  VAUGHAN  '94  announce  the 
January  4,  2001,  birth  of  their  son,  Coleman  Shifalo. 

MELINDA  PRITCHETT  '95  and  Marty  Overstreet  were  married  March  16, 
2002. 

WILLIAM  M.  WALLEY  '95  has  been  promoted  to  vice  president  of  the  mort- 
gage center  of  Citizens  Stale  Bank. 

JENNIFER  ROBINSON  GLEASON  '96  and  SHAWN  GLEASON  '98 

announce  the  May  29,  2002,  birth  of  their  daughter,  Olivia  Mae. 

APRIL  SHANNON  LUKE  '96  and  GARY  D.  LUKE  '97  announce  the  April  2, 
2002,  birth  of  their  son,  Braden  Kyle. 

E.  JAMES  JAMIE"  LYONS  JR.  '96,  02  and  SARAH  DENISE  COLE  LYONS 

'98  are  residing  in  Picayune  after  living  in  Orlando,  Fla.,  for  two  years. 
Currently,  Jamie  is  vice  president  of  sales  for  Surgical  Direct  Inc.,  and  Denise  is  a 
clinical  dietitian  at  Forrest  General  Hospital  in  Hattiesburg. 

MJ.  MILLER  '96,  '02  and  SUPREEYA  B.  MILLER  '99  announce  the  April  5. 
2002,  birth  of  their  daughter,  Annette  Supreeya.  MJ.  recently  accepted  a  civil 
service  position  with  the  Naval  Research  Lab  at  Stennis  Space  Center. 

D.  ALLEN  ROBBINS  '96  won  the  Mississippi  Society  of  Certified  Public 
Accountant's  I.E.  Lott  Silver  Medal  Award.  Robbins  scored  the  second  highest 
grade  on  the  May  2001  examination. 

SHELLEY  WHITE  '96  and  JONATHAN  WHITE  '98  announce  the  February 
24,  2001,  birth  of  their  son,  William  Bailey 

SANDRA  J.  BYRD  '97  was  promoted  to  performance  improvement  director  for 
South  Mississippi  Home  Care  and  Hospice. 

JOSEPH  BROWN  JOEL  "  EDWARDS  IV  '97  and  JESSICA 

HARTEIELD  '00  were  marned  March  9,  2002. 

RENEA  DOCKTER  FOSTER  '97  and  JEFFREY  FOSTER  of 

Baton  Rouge,  La.,  announce  the  April  4,  2002,  birth  of  their 
daughter,  Lola  Katherine.  Golden  Eagle  grandparents  are  JIM 
FOSTER  '76  and  WENDY  '71  FOSTER.  (PHOTO) 

GORDON  MCCLOSKEY  '97  and  KELLI  CARTER  '98  were  married  June  15, 
2002  Gordon  is  a  veterinanan  wth  Crossgates  Veterinary  Clmic  in  Brandon, 
and  Kelli  is  an  attorney  with  the  law  office  of  Carroll,  Warren  and  Parker  in 
Jackson. 

SUSAN  TAYLOR  MILLER  '97  and  her  husband,  Terry  announce  the  June  17, 
2002,  birth  of  their  daughter,  Taylor  Ann. 

CHRISTOPHER  POTIN  '97  and  JEAN  ANNE  JAMES  '98  were  married  June 
1,  2002.  Christopher  is  an  environmental  specialist  for  Camp  Shelby  Training 
Site,  and  Jean  Anne  is  employed  by  HattieslDurg  Clinic  Administration  as  an 
administrative  assistant. 

SHELLEY  PUTNAM  '97  and  Donny  Surge  were  married  June  15,  2002.  Shelley 
IS  employed  by  Forrest  County  Agricultural  High  School  as  a  ninth-grade 
English  teacher,  and  Donny  is  employed  by  Dungan  Engineering  as  assistant 
manager  of  surveying  and  mapping. 

JULIE  SANDIFER  '97  and  John  David  Walter  Swain  were  married  April  27, 
2002. 

DEAN  APPLEGATE  '98  and  KELLI  MOORE  APPLEGATE  '99,  '00  of 

Raymond  announce  the  January  11,  2002,  birth  of  their  daughter,  Claire  Alexis. 

BOBBY  BRISTER  '98  and  Miranda  Tebo  were  married  May  25,  2002. 

CHAD  BRITT  '98,  a  sales  representative  for  Hawthorn  Pharmaceuticals, 
received  several  company  awards,  including  2001  Sales  Person  of  the  Year 
Award;  President's  Club  honors;  and  ICAR-C  and  C  Plus,  PramOtic,  and  MagGel 
600  Product  Champion  awards. 

REBECCA  BROWN  '98  and  Todd  Fountain  wed  June  1,  2002,  Rebecca  is  the 
clinical  coordinator  of  the  anticoagulation  clinic  for  Hattiesburg  Clinic,  and 
Todd  recently  began  his  neurological  surgery  residency  at  Mayo  Clinic  in 
Rochester,  Minn. 
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TARA  FORTENBERRY  "98  and  JAMES  L.  TORI  AN  III  were  married  May  21, 
2002. 

KIMBERLY  RENEE  HAUSER  '98  and  Michael  Scan  Dahon  were  niarncd 
March  2,  2002. 

After  playing  professional  liaseball  for  three  )'ears  with  the  Oakland  Athletic 
Organization,  JEREMY  SCHIED  '98  accepted  the  assistant  coach  position  at 
Meridian  Comnuiniiy  College  under  fellow  alumni  MICHAEL  EEDERICO  '98, 
head  baseball  coach.'and  CHAD  CAILLET  '98,  assistant  coach.  Additionally, 
li-ivnn  and  JOANNA  BEAUMONT  '97  were  married  January  27,  2001. 

CASEY  SIMMERMAN  '98  and  LAUREN  GULLUNG  SIM- 
MERMAN  '99,  '01  of  Omaha,  Neb.,  announce  the  March  15, 
2002,  birth  of  their  daughter,  Madeline  Fraser.  (PHOTO) 

TIMOTHY  SLAY  '98  and  HOLLY  PERKINS  '99  were  mar- 
ried June  1,  2002.  Timothy  is  employed  by  King's  Daughters 
Therapy  Center  in  Brookhaven  as  a  physical  therapist,  and 
Holly  is  employed  by  The  Daily  Leader  in  Brookhaven  as  the 
classihed  advertising  manager. 

MILLIE  SWAN  '98,  director  of  physician  and  public  relations  for  Forrest 
General  Hopsital,  was  recognized  as  a  2001  Distinguished  Sales  and  Marketing 
Award  nominee.  She  was  also  selected  as  one  of  Mississippi's  Top  40  under  40 
by  the  Mississippi  Business  Journal  in  2001. 

KRISTY  WELCH  '98  recently  joined  The  Koerber  Company,  PLCC,  as  research 
and  editorial  director. 

SCOTT  BASS  '99  and  Tammy  Foster  wed  June  8,  2002. 

JENNIFER  BRELAND  DORE'  '99  and  her  husband,  Kevin, 
announce  the  March  28,  2002,  birth  of  their  daughter,  Ali 
Elizabeth  Core'.  Golden  Eagle  grandparents  are  TERRELL 
BRELAND  '67  and  BETTY  HARRIS  BRELAND  '69.  Golden 
Eagle  uncle  is  BRIAN  JERRELL  BRELAND  '97.  (PHOTO) 

ANTHONY  J.  CUNNINGHAM  '99  and  AMANDA  DAVENPORT  CUN- 
NIGHAM  '99,  announce  the  Januar)-  28,  2002,  birth  of  their  son,  Jaron 
Anthony 

ROBERT  "CHAD"  FITCH  '99  and  JANET  THOMAS  '99  were  married  May 
11,  2002.  The  couple  resides  in  Hattiesburg. 

MACKJEFFRESS  '99,  a  sales  representative  for  Hawthorn  Pharmaceuticals, 
received  Iron  Club  honors  at  Hawthorn's  2001  Annual  Awards  Banquet. 

ANDREW  C.  JOHNSON  '99  has  been  promoted  to  loan  officer  at 
BancorpSouth  in  Hattiesburg. 

KIMBERLY  KAZELSKIS  '99  wed  Adam  Wislocki  in  May  2002.  Kim  is 
employed  by  JC  Penny  as  a  senior  department  manager,  and  Adam  attends 
Jones  Junior  College. 

ROBERT  RAWLS  '99  and  JESSICA  MALONE  '01  were  married  May  25, 
2002. 

JOSHUA  RICHARDSON  '99  and  Jennifer  Racine  wed  June  7,  2002. 

WILLIAM  CHESLEY  VERVAEKE  '99  and  his  wife,  Melame,  announce  the 
March  1,  2002,  birth  of  their  son,  Christian  Thomas.  He  is  welcomed  by  big 
sister  Morgan.  Golden  Eagle  grandparent  is  VIRGINIA  PREVOST  VERVAEKE 
'69,  '76. 

JAMES  BEAN  WILKINSON  '99  and  BRANDY  ANDREWS  WILKINSON  '99 

announce  the  June  2000  birth  of  their  daughter,  Holl)'  Mane. 


JERRY  DEFATTA  '00  and  Bethanie  Hontzas  were  married  June  1,  2002.  Jerry- 
is  employed  by  Cintas  Corp.  in  Jackson  as  a  sales  representative,  and  Bethanie 
is  employed  by  Harold's  Department  Store  in  Jackson  as  assistant  manager. 

CASEY  GRAHAM  '00  and  LACEY  MOORE  '02  were  mamed  June  15,  2002. 
Casey  is  employed  at  Nicholson  and  Co.  as  an  accountant,  and  Lacey  is 
employed  by  Magnolia  Graphics  as  an  account  executive. 

DON  L.  HOLMAN  JR.  '00  now  owns  Po-Boy  Express  in  Petal 

MISTY  LAMBERT  '00  and  Richard  Reid  Corts  were  married  May  18,  2002. 
Misty  is  a  research  specialist  for  the  Henr>-  County,  \a..  Office  of  Commerce. 


Peterson  Named  to  Top  Position  at  Keesler 

Brig.  Gen.  Michael  Pelcrson  74,  '83  has  been  named  com- 
mander of  the  81st  Training  Wing  of  Keesler  Air  Force  Base. 
Peterson,  who  assumed  the  position  in  May,  oversees  all  technical 
training  provided  for  officers,  airmen  and  civilians  of  the  U.S.  Air 
Force,  Air  National  Guard  and  other  agencies  of  the  Department 
of  Defense,  in  numerous  electronic,  avionics,  computer,  personnel 
and  information  management  career  fields. 

Prior  to  coming  on  board  at  Keesler,  Peterson  was  director,  communications  and 
information  systems  at  Headquarters  Air  Combat  Command  at  Langley  Air  Force 
Base  in  Virginia.  In  this  capacity,  he  was  the  functional  leader  for  15,000  communi- 
cations and  information  professionals,  providing  services  to  101,500  active-duty 
military  and  civilian  members  at  30  major  installations  in  the  United  States,  Iceland 
and  Portugal.  Additionally  he  directed  the  activities  of  40  Reserve  communications 
units  upon  activation. 


Brister  Receives  Humanitarian  Award 

In  2001,  Frank  Bnster  '65,  '79  received  the  Amencan  Academy 
of  Audiology's  Humanitarian  Award  for  his  assistance  to  schools 
for  deaf  children  in  Haiti.  Since  1993,  Brister,  an  associate  profes- 
sor of  human  services  at  Stephen  F  Austin  State  University  has 
been  helping  provide  hearing  aids  and  batteries  to  98  percent  of 
the  students  in  Haitian  schools  for  the  deaf. 
Bnster  is  one  of  only  seven  to  receive  this  award  during  the  past  1 1  years. 
AAA  is  an  organization  of  audiologists  dedicated  to  providing  quality  hearing  care 
to  the  public  and  increasing  public  awareness  of  heanng  disorders  and  audiologic 
services. 

Alumna  Receives  Madison  Fellowsliip 

The  state's  only  recipient  of  a  James  Madison  Fellowship,  Melissa  Harns  '80  of  Long 
Beach,  a  U.S.  history  teacher  at  Pass  Christian  High  School,  will  be  returning  to  her 
alma  mater  to  seek  a  master's  degree  in  U.S.  history  with  emphasis  on  the  principles, 
framing  and  the  history  of  the  U.S.  Constitution. 

She  competed  with  teachers  from  throughout  the  nation  to  obtain  the  fellowship. 
"My  teaching  skills  base  is  very  strong  from  my  special  education  background,"  said 
Harns,  "but  1  want  to  deepen  and  strengthen  my  knowledge  base." 

Hams  said  she  is  "truly  humbled"  to  be  chosen  to  receive  the  fellowship,  which 
funds  up  to  $24,000  of  each  fellow's  course  of  study 

Harris  plans  to  continue  teaching  while  taking  courses,  primanly  at  USM's  Gulf 
Park  campus. 

Her  course  work,  which  will  begin  m  the  fall,  will  include  a  summer  institute  next 
year  at  Georgetown  University  where  she  will  focus  on  constitutional  development. 

A  U.S.  histor)'  and  advanced  placement  histor}'  teacher  since  1991,  she  also  has 
taught  at  Pass  Chnstian  Middle  School  and  the  alternate  high  school  in  Gulfpon. 

Barbaree  Appointed  Interim  Chairman 

Dr.  James  M.  Barbaree  '63,  '64  has  been  elected  by  the  facult\' 
and  appointed  by  the  dean  of  the  College  of  Science  and 
Mathematics  at  Auburn  University  to  the  position  of  interim  chair- 
man of  the  Department  of  Biological  Sciences. 

Barbaree  joined  the  Auburn  University  faculty  in  1991  and 
currently  is  a  professor  of  microbiology  and  associate  director  of 
the  Auburn  University  Detection  and  Food  Safety  Center.  He 
heads  a  team  that  is  developing  a  microchip  sensor  that  will  detect  levels  of  salmonef 
in  food  products  to  reduce  the  level  of  food-borne  illnesses.  Additionally  Barbaree  is 
involved  with  helping  the  U.S.  militar)-  detect  water  and  airborne  pathogens,  such  as 
the  anthrax  agent. 

He  and  his  wife.  Mar)-  Loyd  Mooneyham  '61,  li\'e  m  Alabama.  They  have  two  sons 
and  one  daughter,  all  of  whom  live  in  Atlanta. 
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JESSICA  LUCKY  '00  and  JALYNN  ROBERTS  01 
wed  June  8,  2002.  Jessica  is  employed  by  Stone 
High  School  in  Wiggins  as  a  French  teacher,  and 
Jalynn  is  employed  by  the  Mississippi  Employment 
Security  Commission  in  Laurel. 

The  USM  Foundation  received  the  Award  of 
Excellence  m  the  CASE  District  III  Advancement 
Awards  Program  last  February  for  "Our  Time,"  a 
direct  mail  piece  for  the  Annual  Fund.  The  piece 
was  originated  by  BECKY  MEADOWS  '00,  assis- 
tant director  of  annual  giving. 

MARCELLINE  "MARCIE  "  VERGEZ  MOORE  00 

and  Robert  Moore  Jr  were  married  March  9,  2002, 

BRANDON  PEARCE  00  and  SUSIE  ROBINSON 

'00  wed  June  15,  2002.  Brandon  is  employed  by 
Union  Planters  Mortgage,  and  Susie  is  employed  by 
Wright,  Ward,  Hatten  and  Guel,  CPAs. 

TRENTON  PITTMAN  '00  and  Harmony  Albert 
were  married  June  15,  2002.  Trenton  is  employed 
by  the  Poplarville  Public  School  District,  and 
Harmony  is  employed  by  the  Hattiesburg  Public 
School  District. 

CLAYTON  EDWARD  PURVIS  '00  and  his  wife, 
Shelley,  announce  the  August  24,  2001,  birth  of 
their  daughter,  HoUie  Ranel.  On  June  3,  2002,  the 
couple  celebrated  their  second  wedding  anniversary. 

MELANIE  RUTLAND  00  and  DUANE 
CANTRELL  '02  wed  May  11,  2002.  Melanie  is 
employed  by  Forrest  General  Hospital's  Emergency 
Department,  and  Duane  recently  earned  a  bachelor's 
degree  in  business  administration  from  Southern 
Miss. 

BRETT  SMITH  00  and  ERIN 
WILLIAMSON  SMITH  '01  wed 

m  May  2001.  Erin  earned  a  mas- 
ter's degree  m  social  work  this 
spnng.(PHOTO) 

ROBERT  D.  SMITH  '00  and 

Sherri  Rushing  were  married  May 
25,  2002.  Robert  is  a  doctoral  student  in  the  educa- 
tional administration  program  at  Southern  Miss  and 
is  employed  by  George  County  High  School  as  a 
physics  and  physical  science  teacher.  Sherri  is 
employed  by  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  Endoscopy  and 
Ambulatory  Surgery  Center. 

DANA  TEL\MES  '00  and  Richard  Bush  were  mar- 
ried April  13,  2002. 

KEARY  BASKIN  '01  and  Tawania  Willis  were  mar- 
ned  March  16,  2002. 

JONATHAN  BREAKEIELD  '01  and  Robyn  Wade 
were  mamed  May  25,  2002.  Jonathan  is  attending 
William  Carey  College  and  is  an  assistant  baseball 
coach  at  Columbia  High  School;  Robyn  is  employed 
as  a  hair  stylist  by  Details  Hair  Salon  and  Spa  in 
Hattiesburg. 

MARY  KATHRYN  "KAY"  CAMP  01  and  STEVEN 
SEVERSON  '02  were  married  May  18,  2002.  Kay 
IS  employed  by  Southern  Miss'  DuBard  School  for 
Language  Disorders,  and  Steven  recently  graduated 
with  a  degree  m  business  administration. 

CARRIE  CROMARTIE  '01  and  David  Carney  wed 
May  26,  2002.  Carrie  is  completing  training  m  car- 
dio  rehabilitation  at  Forrest  General  Hospital  in 
Hattiesburg;  David  graduated  in  May  from  the 
University  of  Mississippi  School  of  Medicine. 

JENNIFER  DELMAS  '01  is  an  AmenCorpsWISTA 
member  who  serves  as  coordinator  of  the  American 
Humanics  program  at  Southern  Miss. 
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2nd  LT.  JOSEPH  C.  GODLEWSKI  '01  is  the  offi- 
cer in  charge  of  the  Ramsteim  Secure 
Communications  Switch  at  Ramstein  Air  Force  Base 
in  Germany.  He  and  his  wife,  Vondia,  have  two  chil- 
dren: Joshua,  6,  and  Natalie,  19  months. 

JEREMY  KING  01  and  RACHEL  TRUSSELL  wed 

March  9,  2002. 

PVT.  ROBERT  R.  LANE  '01  recently  completed 
basic  training  at  Marine  Corps  Recruit  Depot  in 
Parns  Island,  S.C. 

ANGELA  LAUBE  01  and  JONATHAN  TYNER 

'02  wed  May  25,  2002.  Angela  is  employed  by 
Southern  Miss'  College  of  Education,  and  Jon  is 
minister  of  music  at  Petal-Harvey  Baptist  Church  in 
Petal. 

RAYE  ANN  MILLER  '01  and  James  Harvison  wed 
June  1,  2002.  Raye  Ann  is  pursuing  a  master's 
degree  m  speech  language  pathology  at  Southern 
Miss,  and  James  is  employed  by  the  Forrest  County 
School  District. 

JAMMIE  SINGLETARY  '01  and  Amanda  Pritchard 
were  married  May  4,  2002. 

CHRISTI  SULLIVAN  '01  and  Joseph  Simmons 
wed  in  May  2002.  Christi  is  an  account  executive 
with  Beneficial  Finance  Company  in  Hattiesburg, 
and  Joseph  is  employed  by  Ash  Millworks  in  Petal. 

MICHELLE  BANKS  '02  and  Mark  Madewell  wed 
June  1,  2002. 


CLINT  BROWN  '02  and  Shannon  Burnett  were 
married  June  1,  2002.  Clint  is  employed  by 
Service  Management  Group  in  Hattiesburg,  and 
Shannon  attends  nursing  school  at  Pearl  River 
Community  College. 

CHRISTY  CEDOTAL  '02  and  Brian  Hinnant  wed 
May  18,  2002. 

KELLY  COMSTOCK  '02  and  Adam  Williams 
wed  June  8,  2002.  Kelly  graduated  from  Southern 
Miss  in  August,  and  Adam  is  employed  by  Dixie 
Plumbing. 

JANET  GREEN  '02  and  Charles  Watts  were  mar- 
ried June  15,  2002.  Janet  is  attending  the 
University  of  Mississippi  School  of  Law,  and 
Charles  is  employed  by  ComSouth  of  Hattiesburg. 

ALLISON  HARPER  '02  and  Dean  Korsak  wed 
May  18,  2002.  Allison  is  employed  by  Forrest 
General  Hospital  in  Hattiesburg  as  a  registered 
nurse,  and  Dean  will  graduate  from  Liberty 
University  in  September  with  a  bachelor's  degree 
in  religion. 

DENDY  HOLCOMBE  02  and  HEATHER  TAY- 
LOR '02  were  married  June  15,  2002. 

CYNTHIA  DIANE  PLANCHARD  LAIRD  '02 

recently  graduated  from  Southern  Miss.  Proud 
Golden  Eagle  parent  is  JESSIE  MAE  MOAK  '71. 

TRACY  SANDERS  '02  and  Charles  Nathan 
"Nate"  Moseley  were  married  May  25,  2002. 
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AMANDA  HAMILTON  ami  PATRICK  HOL- 
COMB  were  married  June  15,  2002  Amanda  is 
attending  Southern  Miss  this  fall  to  complete  her 
degree  in  music  education,  and  Patrick  is  currently 
majoring  in  business  administration. 

KEISHA  HARRIS  and  QUAN  O'NEAL  were  mar- 
ried June  15,  2002.  Keisha  is  employed  by  YMCA 
Preschool,  and  Quan  is  employed  b)'  the  State  of 
Mississippi  Department  of  Mental  Health. 

JULIO  LOPEZ  and  RAUL 
RODRIGUEZ  have  been  selecic( 
to  participate  in  the  prestigious 
UBS  Verbier  Youth  Orchestra  am 
will  participate  in  the  orchestra's 
summer  concerts  as  well  as  its 
European  tour.  The  fledgling  siai 
were  selected  from  more  than  ^H 
applicants  from  60  different 
countries.  Lopez  is  a  violinist 
stud>'ing  with  Michael  Kimber, 
and  Rodriguez  is  a  French  horn 
player  studying  with  Dennis 
Behm.  (PHOTO) 

LAURA  ELLEN  SWILLEY  and  Eric  Dearman  were 
married  May  18,  2002.  Laura  is  planning  to  gradu- 
ate from  Southern  Miss  in  December,  and  Eric  is 
employed  by  Tanner  Construction  Co. 


DALE  and  STACY  K.  GLENECK  announce  the 
Januar)'  25,  2002,  birth  of  their  son,  .Andrew  Dale. 


The  Soulhern  Miss  Alumni  AaocuUwn  extends  sincere 
sympathy  to  the  Jamihes  of  the  following  alumni  and 
friends. 

(Due  to  space  constraints,  obituaries  may  not 
exceed  40  words  and  are  subject  to  editing  by  the 
editorial  staff  of  The  Talon.) 

BESSIE  GILLESPIE  LONG  '30  of  Raymond  died 
February  16,  2002.  Long,  98,  was  a  retired  school- 
teacher. 

MARGARET  FISHER  'WARREN  '32  of  Mobile, 
Ala.,  died  in  February  2002. 

EDITH  YOUNG  '33  of  Union  died  March  7,  2002. 
Young,  91,  was  a  retired  schoolteacher, 

HAZEL  GILES  C.  LAFE  '35  of  West  Columbia, 
S.C,  died  Apnl  18,  2002.  LaFe,  89,  was  a  retired 
schoolteacher. 

MYRTLE  CHAPMAN  INGRAM  '36  of  Soso  died 
June  2,  2001. 

SHIRLEY  GRAY  STRIBLING  '36  of  Philadelphia 
died  Apnl  11,  2002.  Stribling,  90,  was  a  retired 
teacher. 

MIKE  A.  BENGLIS  '39  of  Lake  Charles,  La.,  has 
died. 

KATHERINE  FOOTE  IRELAND  CLINTON  '40  of 

Clinton  died  Apnl  10,  2002.  Clinton,  82,  was  a  his- 
tory teacher  and  public  speaker, 

LEONESE  HUDSPETH  PERSICHETTI  "40  died 
Februar)-  9,  2002,  in  VVheatndge,  Colo. 

SARA  MCGOWAN  COOK  '41  of  Madison  died  in 
April  2001. 

KAYTE  O'NEAL  FORMAN  '41.  a  retired  school- 
teacher, died  March  28,  2002.  She  was  87. 

MARY  THURMOND  REESE  '43  of  Nashville  died 
March  28,  2002.  Reese,  80,  was  a  retired  school- 
teacher. 


AUBREY  HARRELL  JOHNSON  SR.  '49,  '50  ol 

Pascagoula  died  Apnl  1 5,  2002.  A  respected  educator 
in  his  community,  Johnson  served  in  several  capacities 
for  the  Pascagoula  school  district.  He  also  founded 
USM's  chapter  of  Phi  Kappa  Tau  fraternity  Johnson  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  four  children,  a  sister  and  a 
brother. 

JAMES  BECKWITH  MAWK  '49  of  Calhoun  County 
died  November  29,  2000.  Mawk,  75,  was  a  veteran  of 
the  U.S.  Coast  Guard  and  a  retired  claims  agent  for 
State  Fann  Insurance  Company 

JACKIE  MILLOY  '49  of  Hattiesburg  died  May  19, 
2002.  Milloy  74,  was  a  retired  schoolteacher  and  a 
member  of  University  Baptist  Church.  Survivors 
include  two  sons,  two  sisters,  one  brother  and  four 
grandchildren. 

LOUIN  L,  AUTRY  '50  ol  Columbia  died  Febmaiy 
20,  2002,  Autiy  84,  was  retired  from  Mississippi 
Department  of  Agnculiure  and  had  served  in  the  U.S. 
Arm): 

ROBERT  MAGEE  BASS  JR.  '50  of  Houston,  Texas, 
died  Apnl  1,2002. 

H.  PAUL  CRUM  '50,  '56  of  Houma,  U.,  died 
Februar)- 2,  2001. 

LEON  G.  DUKE  JR.  '50  of  Mobile,  Ala.,  died 
Januar)'  9,  2002. 

R.  H.  SIMS  '50  of  Hattiesburg  died  March  2,  2001. 

JAN  TRIGG  SLATTERY  '50  of  Great  Falls,  S.C, 
died  Apnl  17,2002. 

JAMES  A.  WHEELER  '50  of  Jackson  died  March  20, 
2002. 

MAZIE  AMANDA  BARWICK  CORBAN  '52  of 

Maitland,  Fla.,  died  Apnl  27,  2002.  Corban,  95,  was 
a  retired  elementary  school  teacher  in  Forrest  County 
She  IS  survived  by  her  two  children  and  their  spouses, 
three  grandchildren  and  two  great-grandchildren 


JOHN  MARTIN  EVANS  '53  ol  Ellisville  died 
March  12,  2002.  He  was  a  retired  minister  and 
teacher  and  worked  in  the  Jones  County  Junior 
College  registrars  office.  Evans  was  85. 

JOSEPHINE  H.  HENLEY  '53  of  Jackson  died  April 
1 1 ,  2002.  Henley,  91,  was  a  retired  schoolteacher. 

LOUIS  C.  "COACH  MAC"  MCKISSACK  '53  of 

Petal  died  March  26,  2002.  He  was  86. 

MAXWELL  VERNON  RUSH  JR.  '53  of 

Hattiesburg  died  May  17,  2002.  Rush,  72,  was  a 
retired  self-employed  timber  businessman  and  a 
member  of  First  Presbytenan  Church  of 
Hattiesburg.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  two  sons 
and  a  daughter,  a  sister,  a  brother  and  five  grand- 
children. 

MONA  SHREE  CHILDRESS  '55  of  Pattonville, 
Texas,  died  February  4,  2002. 

JIM  NEAL  MIDDLETON  '56  of  Fon  Walton 
Beach,  Fla.,  died  May  13,  2002.  Middlelon,  73,  was 
a  retired  teacher.  He  was  a  member  of  Kappa  Sigma 
Fraternity  and  was  also  a  past  president  of  the 
Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association's  Fort  Walton 
Beach  chapter. 

THOMPSON  T.  ABERCROMBIE  '57  of 

Birmingham,  Ala.,  died  January  3,  2002. 

RONALD  RICHARD  MANNONI  '57  of  Topeka, 
Kan.,  died  Februar)'  25,  2002.  Mannoni  worked  for 
GMAC  for  32  years  and  later  became  vice  president 
of  Capital  City  Bank,  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  a 
daughter,  a  son  and  three  grandchildren. 

MAUDIE  RIVERS  '58  of  Laurel  died  March  24, 
2002. 

JOHNNIE  FAYE  GORE  WEED  '59  of  Flomaton, 
Ala.,  died  April  15,  2002.  Weed,  83,  was  a  retired 
schoolteacher. 
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Join  the  U.S.M.  Athletic 

Department's  Cruise  on  the 

newest,  largest,  jazziest  addition 

to  the  "Fun  Ship"  fleet. 

Carnival  Conquest! 


Sail  with 
Coach 

Bower  & 
Friends 


T25-^HCarnival.^ 

Join  the  family  and  friends  of  Coach  Bower,  plus  a  host 

of  Golden  Eagles  fans  as  we  leave  from 

The  Port  of  New  Orleans  to  the  Western  Caribbean 

for  7  glorious  days!  Cruise  Fare  from  $760.00*! 

Call  Franco's  Vacations,  toll  free  at  (866)  727-4488 
or  visit  vv WW .i tsvour-vacation.com/usm.htiTi 

*Per  person,  double  occupancy.  Airfare,  Port  &  Governmental  taxes,  and 
gratuities  additional.   Space  is  subject  to  availability 
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CLASS  jOTES 


ROBERT  B.  EUBANKS  '60  died  November  1 1 , 
1998. 

BURT  J.  BRASFIELD  '60  of  Hernando  died  May 
12,  2002.  She  was  86.  Brasfield  is  survived  by  a 
daughter,  a  sister,  a  brother  and  two  grandchildren. 

ROBERT  B.  EUBANKS  '60  died  November  11, 
1998. 

DR.  SHELBY  L.  HARRIS  '60,  '75  of  Decatur  died 
May  14,  2002.  An  active  USM  alumnus,  Harris  was  a 
past  president  of  the  Newton  County  alumni  chapter 
and  a  lifetime  member  of  the  Alumni  Association. 

MARTHA  LOU  B.  GANGWER  '61  of  Pearl  died 
June  17,  2001.  Gangwer,  61,  devoted  33  years  to  the 
children  of  the  Pearl  School  District. 

ROSE  SETARO  WEBB  '61  of  Canton  died  April  30, 
2001. 

JUDY  MILEY  ARRINGTON  '65  and  her  husband, 
Jamie  Airington,  both  of  Collins,  died  October  5, 
2001.  Judy  was  the  news  editor  of  Collins'  weekly 
newspaper.  The  News-Commercial. 

CARLEEN  NECAISE  '65  of  Hattiesburg  died  Apnl 
4,  2002.  She  was  a  social  worker,  a  Red  Cross  worker 
in  San  Antonio,  Texas,  and  a  special  education 
teacher  with  Collins  High  School. 

BYRON  C.  JOHNSON  JR.  '66  died  January  30, 
2001. 

DR.  GWENITH  LAND  TERRY  '66  of  Pensacola, 
Fla.,  died  April  2,  2002.  Terry,  69,  had  devoted  38 
years  of  service  to  the  public  education  system. 

JEFF  L.  MCCRAW  '67  of  Brandon  died  October  4, 
2001.  McCraw,  57,  served  as  vice  president  of 
AmSouth  Banks  Crossgates  Brancli. 

BIRTIE  L.  ROEBUCK  SAVELL  '67  of  Lake  died 
March  28,  2002.  Savell,  55,  was  a  retired  school- 
teacher. 

ANN  LOUISE  YORTY  '67,  '70  of  Hattiesburg  died 
Januar>'  27,  2002. 

MAURICE  FOREMAN  '68  died  December  18, 

2000, 

DAVID  W.  ZIMMEILI  '68  died  November  20,  1999. 

JOHN  MCELROY  '70  of  Arcadia,  Fla.,  died  Apnl 
18,  2001.  McElroy  was  a  probation  officer  for  DeSoto 
County  Fla.,  and  is  survived  by  his  wife,  SUE 
ELLIOTT  MCELROY  '71,  and  his  two  children, 
John  and  Amy 

DR.  THOMAS  G.  CLAUSEN  '71  of  Baton  Rouge, 
La.,  died  February  20,  2002. 

Dr.  Franklin  Moak  Sr.,  husband  of  JESSIE  MAE 
MOAK  71,  died  April  20,  2002. 

HAROLD  C.  TYLER  '71  of  Casselberry,  Fla.,  died 
February  24,  2002. 

DR.  JOHN  W.  KILBURN  '72  of  Baton  Rouge,  La., 
has  died. 

RALPH  NOBLES  SR.  '73  of  Hattiesburg  has  died. 

RANDY  'SVILLLAM  STEWART  '73  of  Valnco,  Fla., 
died  Apnl  7,  2002.  He  was  a  Farm  Bureau  insurance 
manager  and  a  lifetime  member  of  Alumni 
Association.  Stewart  was  51. 

WADE  "HAM?"  GASTON  III  '76  of  Mendenhall 
died  April  1,  2002.  Gaston,  56,  was  a  coach  and  a 
teacher. 


DOROTHY  FAY  CADE  ZUCCARO  '76  of  Natchez 
died  January  7,  2002. 

WILBERT  JAMES  CREWELL  '77  of  Gulfpon  died 
October  5,  1995. 

GAYLE  RAE  STODDARD  '77  of  Dallas  died 
February  13,  2002.  Stoddard,  62,  was  retired  from 
Southwestern  Medical. 

STEPHEN  EUGENE  DUNCAN  '78  of  Madison 
died  March  21,  2002.  He  was  the  former  chancery 
clerk  in  Madison  County 

FRANCES  KRUEGER  LANIER  '80  of  Vicksburg 
died  August  4,  2001. 

LOUISE  M.  W.  ROGERS  '81  of  Long  Beach  died 
May  17,2001. 

DAWN  DEAL  LOUVIERE  '84  of  Ocean  Spnngs 
has  died. 

WILLIAM  PATRICK  STORY  '85  of  Safety  Harbor, 
Fla.,  died  May  3,  2002. 

MARK  LADNER  '86  of  Waveland  died  in 
December  2001. 

CHERYL  ANN  D.  PERSON  '86  of  Natchez  died 
April  2,  2002. 

MADISON  PATRICIA  CRONAN  '87  of  Columbia 
died  March  6,  2002.  She  was  60. 

AMY  WATSON  HENDERSON  '91,  '96  of  New 

Hebron  died  May  14,  2002.  Henderson,  34,  taught 
first  grade  at  New  Hebron  Elementary  School. 

FREDERICK  M.  JONES  '96  of  Hattiesburg  died 
May  16,  2002.  Jones,  44,  was  a  commercial  pilot 
and  instructor  pilot  and  was  also  a  heUcopier  pilot 
for  the  Mississippi  Army  National  Guard  in 
Meridian.  He  was  a  member  of  First  Baptist  Church 
in  Hattiesburg. 

SUSAN  RENE  A  HARRIS  '01  of  Vicksburg  died 
April  6,  2002.  She  was  25. 

JOHN  ROBERT  "BOBBY"  BARIA  of  Moss  Point 
died  March  30.  2002. 

JEAN  TODD  FREEMAN  of  Hattiesburg  died  May 
21,2002. 

CURWYN  "SQUATROCK"  M.  GRANTHAM  of 

Jackson  died  March  8,  2002.  Grantham,  67,  was  a 
retired  real  estate  agent  and  homebuilder. 

DR.  RAJIVE  K.  KHANNA  of  Hattiesburg  and  for- 
merly of  Maerut,  India,  died  May  25,  2002.  Khanna 
was  an  associate  professor  of  chemistry  at  Southern 
Miss  and  had  been  on  the  University's  faculty  since 


CHARLES  W  RUNNELS  has  died.  Runnels.  73, 
worked  as  a  lawyer,  insurance  adjuster  and  real 
estate  broker  before  he  retired  in  1995. 

NORMA  'WILLIAMS  SULLIVAN  of  Hattiesburg 
died  January  25,  2002,  at  age  100.  Sullivan  was  a 
long-time  USM  benefactor  with  scholarship  endow- 
ments in  the  College  of  Business  Administration 
and  the  College  of  The  Arts. 

DUSTIN  JACOB  TAUZIER  of  Metairie,  La.,  died 
April  6,  2002.  He  was  26. 

BENNETT  H.  WILLOUGHBY  of  Hattiesburg  died 
March  11,  2002.  He  was  retired  from  the 
Mississippi  Department  of  Transportation. 
Willoughby  was  87.    ^^ 


Share  the  milestones  in  your  life 

with  other  Southern  Miss  alumni. 

To  be  a  part  of  the  classnotes 

section  of  The  Talon, 

please  fill  out  this  form  and  mail  to: 

USM  Alumni  Association 
Box  SOB,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406 
Or  email  us  at  alumni@usm.edu. 
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urrent     lumni     etail     iscounts 
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These  cards  are  accepted  at 

the  businesses  listed  below! 

Do  you  have  yours? 


Andcnon's  Rug  Market 
Baymont  Inn  ■  «  + 
Bourne  Brothers  Printing 
Cabot  Lodge  -  * 
Cellular  One  ■« 
Comfort  Inn  - » 
Comfort  Suites  - « 
Domino's  Pizza  ■ « 
Dunhopen Inn 
Fitness  Coach 
Garfield's  Restaurant  • » 
Grand  Bank 
Hayerty's  Furniture 
Hawthorn  Suites  -  + 
J&L  Sales 

Kesslers  Team  Sports 
Lance  Computer  Systems 
Las  Vegas  Golf  &  Tennis 
Legg  Mason/Chris  Inman 
Nevada  Bob's  Golf  (Gulf  Coast) 
Oak  Grove  Rental  •  • 

Original  Strick's  Bar-B<}  • » 

Owen's  Business  Machines 

Parris  Jewelers 

Plioto  Arts  Studio 

Pine  Belt  Paint  &  Body  Shop  • ' 

Pine  Belt  Towing  &  Recovery  - ' 

Pine  Burr  Country  Club 
Primerica/Ken  Sheil 
—        Randy  Price  &  Company 
Sakura  Japanese  Dining  - ' 
Shadow  Ridge  Golf  Club 

Simmons  Furniture 
__       Signs  Rrst  • » 
Sonic  Drive-In 
Southern  Interiors 
Southland  Florists 
Tall  Pines  Farm 
The  Trophy  Shop 
University  Florist 
Van  Hook  Golf  Course 
Villies  Restaurant 


10%  discount  on  any  rug  purchase 
Nightly  rate  of  $55.00.  plus  tax 
20%  discount  on  any  service 
Nightly  rate  of  S55.00,  plus  tax 
Save  $30  on  cellular  activation/Free  f 

Nighdy  rate  of  $69,00,  plus  tax 
20''.  discount  on  any  delivery  order 

$10  savings  off  small  room  &  $20  savings  off  large  room  nightly  rates 
15%  discount  off  membership  fee 
20%  discount  on  all  food  &  drink  purchases 
$100  discount  on  mortgage  loan  closing  costs 
10%  discount  on  all  merchandise 
Nighdy  rate  of  $69  +tax;  complimentary  breakfast 
10%  discount  on  any  purchase 
10%  discount  on  total  purchases 
20%  discount  on  normal  labor  charges 
lO'l  discount  (certain  exclusions  apply) 
10%  discount  on  all  store  transactions/free  portfolio  reviews 
10%  discount  on  selected  items 

10'.  discount  on  rental  items  (not  valid  with  other  discounts 
or  promotions.) 
$1.00  discount  on  lunch  buffet 
10%  discount  on  selected  items 
10%  discount  on  all  items 

10%  discount  on  any  gallery  purchase,  retail  purchase  or  service 
15°.  discount  on  all  self-pay  labor 
15'o  discount  on  all  towing  &  roadside  service/ free  towing 
on  collisions 

$5.00  off  one  18-hole  round  of  golf 
Free  financial  needs  analysis 
lO'i  discount  on  all  items 
10%  discount  on  total  purchase 

15%  discount  on  your  next  round  of  golf/ not  valid  with  other  dis- 
counts or  promotions 
10%  discount  on  all  items 
15%  discount  on  Southern  Miss  related  signs 
Free  20  oz  drink  or  slush  with  purchase  of  *1  or  «2  Sonic  Burger 
5'o  discount  on  flooring/ 10'/.  discount  on  furniture  and  accessories 
10'.  discount  on  store  purchases  (cash  &  carry  items  excluded) 
10'j  discount  on  gift  baskets  and  catering 
10'.  discount  on  all  engravings 
10%  discount  on  all  purchases 
20%  discount  on  daily  greens  fees 
Sl.OO  off  order  of  six-inch  sandwich,  side  order,  and  large 
dnnk/$1.00  off  gameday  party  subs 


All  discounts  subject  to  change  or  termination  without  prior  notice. 
Please  verify  discount  with  provider  before  making  purchase. 
Hattiesburg  location  only. 
"     ■  New  additions 

Offer  not  valid  during  football  season. 

fhese  businesses  are  participants  in  the  C.A.R.D.  Program  with  The  University 

of  Southern  IVIississippi  Alumni  Association.  By  presenting  your  paid  alumni 

membership  card  you  are  entitled  to  a  discount  at  these  businesses. 


SOUTHERNMISSTRIVIA 


Answers 

1.  The  Drawl  \Nas  the  student  handbook  from  approximately 
1954  to  1978.  Recently,  The  Drawl  was  revived  by  the 
Alumni  Association  to  ensure  that  the  traditions  and 
history  of  Southern  Miss  are  passed  on  to  all  future 
Golden  Eagles. 

2.  Dr.  Jennings  Burton  George,  a  Mississippi  Normal  College 
alumnus,  became  the  school's  third  president  on  July  1, 
1933,  and  was  the  first  to  hold  a  doctorate. 

3.  The  University's  presence  on  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast 
began  in  1947  when  then  Mississippi  Southern  College 
first  organized  classes  at  Van  Hook  Hall,  Methodist 
Camp  Grounds,  in  Biloxi. 

4.College  Hall  was  the  institution's  original  school  building. 
It  housed  all  classrooms,  administrative  offices,  a  library 
and  the  auditorium. 

5.  The  east  side  of  the  stadium,  which  was  completed  in 
1939  and  also  served  as  a  men's  dormitory,  was 
nicknamed  "The  Rock"  by  football  players  who  helped  with 
the  construction  of  the  stadium  for  scholarships  and 
training  purposes. 


SOUTHERN  MISS  ALUMNI 
MARKETING  PARTNERS 


Continue  your  support  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni 
Association  by  doing  business  with  the  Association's  Marketing  Partners.  By  utiliz- 
ing the  goods  and  services  of  these  marketing  partners,  you  will  be  generating 
additional  revenue  to  support  the  programming  and  operations  of  the  Association. 
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Alumni  Holidays  International 

Organizing  Intenialional  Excursions  For 
Southern  Miss  Alumni.  For  further  informaiion  on 
upcoming  tnps,  contact  the  Alumni  Association  ai 
601-266-5013. 


American  Insurance  Administrators 

Lije.  Health  And  Short-Term  Major  Medical  Insurance. 

Go  to  http./Av'wwaia-insurance.comyAlA/SouihemMiss 
or  call  800-922-1245. 


Josten's 

Official  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Watch.  For  more  infor- 
mation, call  800-523-0124  and  request  operator  A22SF 


MBNA' 

Special  offer  for  Southern  Miss  alumni  and  fnends! 
Announcing  a  special  No-Annual-Fee  MasterCard* 
credit  card  now  conveniently  available  to  Southern  Miss 
.\lumni.  Simply  call  (866)  GET-MBNA  for  details  about 
the  costs  and  terms  of  this  offer  or  to  apply  for  the 
credit  card. 


On  Campus  Marketing 

Specially  Designed  Southern  Miss  Degree  Frames. 

For  more  information,  go  to  \v\v\vdiplomadisplay.com 
or  call  800-422-4100. 


\Gore*fHlghiue^»»m 
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Career  Highway 

Job  Assistance /or  Southern  Miss  Alumni.  For  more 
information,  go  online  at  www.skillsearch.com  or  call 
800-252-5665. 
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SOUTHERN  IISSTRADITIONS 


The  District 


BECAUSE  the  campus'  historical  area  has  acted  as  a 
gathering  place  for  Southern  Miss  students  and  alumni 
since  the  founding  of  the  University.  BECAUSE  during 
football  season,  it  becomes  a  hotbed  of  activity  as  stu- 
dents, alumni  and  friends  gather  to  tailgate  before  each 
home  game.  BECAUSE  it  offers  visitors  an  opportunity  to 


take  a  walk  in  the  Rose  Garden  during  the  day,  to  see  the 
illuminated  dome  at  night,  to  enjoy  the  Black-Eyed  Susans 
in  the  spring  and  to  participate  in  the  Eagle  Walk  in  the 
fall.  BECAUSE  this  historic  part  of  campus  is  a  tangible 
reminder  of  Southern  Miss'  heritage.  BECAUSE  it  is  where 
one  can  go  to  most  closely  feel  the  spirit  of  the  University. 
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66.5418  or  1.800.844.TICK  or  visit  SouthernMiss.com 


/;ll  lilllL-b'  L'tllU  til  /  UclL-b  Lillli  lilllL=b'  t:UL'JL=L'l  IL'  dUi!U!L= 


>  Family  Fun  Plan 

Season  Tickets  $174 

Single  Game  $29* 

The  Family  Fun  Plan  provides  one  adult  and 
one  child  ticket,  14  years  of  age  or  younger  1 
enjoy  West  Rock  seating  in  a  season  or  single 
game  format. 


>  Eagle  Value  Pack 

Season  Tickets  $114 

Single  Game  $19* 

West  Rock  &  East  Rock  upper  deck 
reserved  seating! 

>  East  Rock  Option 

Season  Tickets  $126 

Single  Game  $25 

East  Rock  seating  at  a  great  Southern  Miss 
value! 

'Not  avail  ■  ■ 


I    ^    I 

SOUTHERN' 
MISSISSIPPI 
•ALUMNI-  I 


THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  SOUTHERN  MISSISSIPPI 

ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION 

Box  5013 

Hamesburg,  MS  39406-5013 


